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Sometimes 
less is in fact more. 

North Sails proves this in 1992 
with a concise line of five up-dated 
models: Prisma, Infinity, Idra, Zeta, and 
Orbital. The names haven't changed, but the 
latest design developments ensure that each sail 
will dominate on the water. 

The source of this improvment isn't just the 
refinement of the flat section and lower leech twist. It 
isn't just the specialized cloths and battens developed 
exclusively for North Sails, or the well coordinated 
system that combines the best designs and materials 
with our un-equal led production process. What 
really makes the difference is that the entire rig 
works together in harmony. The result is a more 
enjoyable sailing experience, opening new 
and exciting horizons for all 
windsurfers. Important: All North 
Sails still require the "Flex 
Top Curve." 


NORTH 

VVE ARE Th £ e fSr 

1992 Action and Rigging Video: READY FOR THE WORLD (40 mins.) 

Send $6 + $2 shipping, Visa or Money Order: North Sails Windsurfing, Inc. 
5309 Shilshole Avenue, N.W. Seattle, WA 98107, (206) 781-9605 FAX 781-9547 
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O BAREBOAT CRUISIN' 

A wanna-be captain and his mates do the Virgin Islands b\j 
way of Rum River. 

@ WAVE SAILING CLASSICS 

A photo focus on the Maui Marui O'Neill and Jalama 
Beach West Coast Shoot Out. 

® HOT SHOTS 

Lisa Lisa sail in tune, Pete Cabrinha conjures up a vintage 
oldie, and Josh Angulo not following in anybody's 
footsteps. 

O PHONE TACKS 

It's a good thing Scott Trudon went to the phone that 
morning, or he may have never tacked again. Problems 
with long- and shortboard tacking. 

® CLINICS: WHO NEEDS 'EM? 

Well, maybe nobody really needs a clinic. But Jim Schuler 
found that four days with Nevin Sayre was possibly the 
equivalent to months on the xvater by himself. 

O FIN FIX 

The techno junkies will get a fin full from this one—more 
info on today's fins than you can get from any other single 
source. Try not to O.D. 


8 On The Mark Reviezuing equipment is a dilemma. 

12 Off The Lip Baby boardsailor, injury study, and more. 

15 Board Briefs Barcelona bound, El Nino ain't no little kid, 

Japan rips. 

20 Profile Ian Boyd goes through the change-of-life. 

22 Ask The Pros Hey 'bra, why you no move to Maui? 

24 Progressions Beachstarting your longboard, by Rick Markham. 

26 Speed Tinho Dornellas siuitches gears to a higher speed. 

30 Transitions Cort Lamed explains just how much you should oversheet 
during a jibe. 

73 Equipment Seatrend's neio 90 CS and the positives on negative 
outhaul. 

89 Windfinder Hawaii's original — Oahu, Canada's Vancouver. 

106 Events July's hot racing schedule. 

114 Cutbacks Jibing zvith Eric Sanford—the guy's an animal! 
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for racing calculations, secondary timer, 1 /100 second chronograph, alarm, 
color graphics, calendar and it's water-resistant to 100 meters. 

Citizen is proud to have been selected as the official timer of America's Cup '92. 


'CITIZEN - 
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ARIZONA 
X-treme Sports 
Phoenix 
602 272-2364 
Sailboards & More 
Tuscon 
602-327 0088 

CALIFORNIA 

Alameda Sailboard 
Exchange 
Alameda 
510 - 522-8966 

Any Mountain 
Code Madera 
415 - 927-0170 

Any Mountain 
San Ramone 
510 - 275-1010 

Any Mountain 

Cupedino 

408 - 255-6466 

B & DSpods 
Redwood City 
415 - 364-5995 


FLORIDA 

Calved Sailing 

Islamorada 

305 - 664-9494 

G.R. Sailboats 
Bonita Springs 
813 - 947-4889 

Innerlight 

Panama City Beach 
904 - 235-3243 

Obsession Watersports 
Dania 

305 - 921-5802 

Rogue Wave 
Ft Walton Beacn 
904 - 243-1962 

Ron Jons 
Cocoa Beach 
407 - 799-8888 

Sailboard Center 

Sebastian 

407 - 589-2671 


Windward Spods 

Chicago 

312 - 472-6868 

INDIANA 

King Marine 
Indianapolis 
317 - 872-7845 

Outpost Spods 

Mishawaka 

219 - 259-1000 

KANSAS 

Silent Spods 

Leawood 

913 - 381-6857 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Cape Sailboards 
Falmouth 
508 - 540-8800 

Indian Summer Spods 

Nantucket 

508 - 228-3632 


Sunny Breeze 

Spods 

Naples 

207 - 693-3867 

MICHIGAN 

Bill & Paul's Spodhaus 
Grand Rapids 
616 - 458-1684 

Makin Waves 
Acme 

616 - 938-9283 

Sud's Up 
Keego Harbor 
313 - 681-9100 

Washtenaw 
Windsurfing 
Whitmore Lake 
313 - 449-2990 

Wind, Waves & 
Wheels 
Rockford 
616 - 866-9584 



Peak Pedormance 
Clinton 

908 - 638-5277 

Specialty Spods 
Windsud 
Pompton Plains 
201 - 831-1844 

Windsurfing Bayhead 
Bay Head 
908 - 899-9394 

NEW MEXICO 

Santa Fe Windsuding 
Santa Fe 
505 - 473-7900 

NEVADA 

High Sierra Sports 
Carson City 
702 - 885-1891 

McGhies Ski Chalet 
Las Vegas 
702 - 732-7222 

NEW YORK 
Delta Knolls Spods 

Rome- L__. - 

315 - 339-1280 

Hawaiian Sailboards 

Nodhpod 

516 - 757-4315 

Island Windsurfing 
New York 

212 - 744-2000 


San Diego 
Waterspods 
San Diego 
619 - 225-9455 

Sausalito Sailboards 

Sausalito 

415 - 331-9463 

UP Spods of Newpod 
Newpod Beach 
714 - 631-4108 

Windsud Warehouse 
San Francisco 
1 - 800 - 628-4599 

X-Streamline Sports 

Wilmington 

213 - 518-1972 

COLORADO 

Larson’s Ski & Spod 
Wheat Ridge 
303 - 423-0654 

McGuckin Hardware 

Boulder 

303 - 443-1822 

Outpost/Sunspod 
Fod Collins 
303 - 482-1069 

Wonder Windsuding 

Durango 

303 - 247-1795 

CONNECTICUT 

Action Sports 

Branford 

203 - 481-5511 

Action Spods 
Old Saybrook 
203 - 388-1291 

Nassiff s For Sports 

Wlllimantic 

203 - 456-3206 

Rick’s Sud City 
Milford 

203 - 877-4257 

Sailways 

Fairfield 

203 - 336-9463 

Ski Market 
Avon 

203 - 677-2186 

Ski Market 

Norwalk 

203 - 847-8660 


Totally Windsurfing 
St. Petersburg Beach 
813 367-7059 

Upwind Surfing 
Miami 

305 - 374-5321 

Windsuding Treasure 
Coast 

Jensen Beach 
407 - 334-6722 

Windsuding 

Melbourne 

Indian Harbour Beach 
407 - 779-4228 

Windsuding Express 
Miami 

1 - 800 - 843-7873 

Windsuding Orange Pk. 
Orange Park 
904 - 272-9176 

Windsurfing Place 
Key Biscayne 
305 - 361-1225 

Windsurfing Place 
West Palm Beach 
407 - 687-9463 

Windsurfing Sanibel 
Sanibel Island 
813 - 472-0123 

GEORGIA 
Go With The Flow 
Roswell 
404 - 992-3200 

HAWAII 

Hawaiian Island 
Windsud 
Kahului. Maui 
808 - 871-4981 

Kailua Sailboard Co 
Kailua. Oahu 
808 - 262-2555 

IOWA 

Wind & Water 

Johnston 

515 - 270-1591 

ILLINOIS 

Offshore Marine 

Chicago 

312 - 549-1199 

Offshore Marine 
Vernon Hills 
708 - 362-4880 


See Vf. 
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Sound Sailboard 

Hyannis 

508 - 771-3388 

Village Ski & Sports 

Franklin 

508 - 520-3832 

Wildwater Outfitter 
Hadley 

413 - 586-2323 

MARYLAND 

Baltimore Boardsailing 

Tlmonium 

301 - 666-9463 

Blue Wind Water 
Sports 
California 
301 - 737-2713 

Sailing Etc. 

Ocean City 
301 - 723-1144 

Windsuding Annapolis 

Annapolis 

1 - 800 - 783-5423 

Windsurfing Unlimited 

Bethesda 

301 - 951-0705 

Windsuding Unlimited 

Annapolis 

410 - 757*8008 

MAINE 

Port Sports 

Podland 

207 - 775-6080 


MISSISSIPPI 

Gulfpod Windsurfing 

Gulfport 

601 - 864-7517 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

New Hampshire Hobie 

Seabrook 

603 - 474-3661 

North Country Scuba 

Wolfboro 

603 - 524-8606 

NEW JERSEY 
Bayview Marina 
Ocean City 
609 - 398-3172 

Watedront Marina 
Somers Point 
609 - 926-1700 

Dosils Sports 
N Middletown 
908 - 787-0508 

Island Sud & Sail 
Brant Beach 
609 - 494-5553 


Maui Nodh Sid & Sud 

Plattsburgh 

518 - 563-7245 

Olympic Windsurfing 
Port Washington 
516 - 883-8207 

Quantum Leap 
Sailboards 
Pittsford 
716 - 248-3150 

Sailways of S. 
Hampton 
S Hampton 
516 - 283-9463 

Ski Market 

Latham 

518 - 785-5593 

Ski Market 

Williamsville 

716 - 634-8160 

Sundown Ski & Sud 

Greenvale 

516 - 796-1565 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Hi-Tech Windsuding 

Belmont 

704 - 825-4113 


Island Rigs 
Emerald Isle 
919 - 247-7787 

Kitty Hawk Spods 
Nags Head 
919 - 441-6800 

Kitty Hawk Spods 
Avon 

919 - 995-5000 

Ship's Store 
Wilmington 
919 - 256-4445 

OHIO 
Boats A Sail 
New Paris 
513 - 437 - 7261 - 

Nodh Coast 
Windsurfing 
Vermilion 
216 - 967-3493 

Sunsports Sud Co. 

Westerville 

614 - 895-7873 

Windsud Ohio 
East Lake 
216 - 951-5253 

OREGON 
Boardspods, Inc. 
Eugene 
503 - 484-2588 

Front Street 
Sailboards 
Hood River 
503 - 386-4044 

PENNSYLVANIA 

C-B Enterprises 

Downington 

215 - 458-5040 

Centre Marine 
State College 
814 - 238-5328 

Ebb Tide 
Windsurfing 
Ottsville 
215 - 847-8019 

Shanks Mare 
York 

717 - 846-3132 

Southwinds 

McMurray 

412 - 942-9463 

RHODE ISLAND 
Board Shop 
E Greenwich 
401 - 884-2005 

Island Windsurfing I 

Middletown 

401 - 846-4421 

Ski Market 

Warwick 

401 - 732-6390 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Sail & Ski 
Connection 
Mydle Beach 
803 - 626-7245 

Time Out 

Charieston 

803 - 577-5979 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Seagulls Sailboards 

Brookings 

605 - 693-4441 

TEXAS 

Adventure Sports & 
Clothiers 
San Angelo 
915 - 949-9244 


Adventure Spods & 
Clothiers 
Midland 
915 - 699-5959 

Flatlanders Ski & 

Spod 

Richardson 

214 - 690-4579 

M.D. Surf N Skate 
Corpus Christi 
512 - 854-7873 

Mariner Sails 
Dallas 

214 - 241-1498 

Sail & Ski Center 
Austin 

512 - 258-0733 

Windsud. Inc. 

S. Padre Island 
512 - 761-1434 

Windsuding Gale 

Houston 

713 - 529-9002 

UTAH 

Milo Spod 
Salt Lake City 

801 - 487-8600 

VIRGINIA 

Chicks Beach Sailing 
Cntr 

Virginia Beach 
804 - 481-3067 

VERMONT 

New England 
Sailboard Co. 

Jamaica 

802 - 874-4178 

Sailworks 

Buriington 

802 - 864-0111 

WASHINGTON 

Dual Spods 

Bellevue 

206 - 454-6465 

Fiorini Spods 
Seattle 

206 - 523-9610 

Ski Rack Sports 
Seattle 

206 - 623-7318 

Ski Rack Spods 

Kirkland 

206 - 822-7225 

WISCONSIN 
Aquatic Worid 
Oconomowol 
414 - 567-7245 

BJ Spodshop 

Minocqua 

715 - 356-3900 

Flying Fish Sailboards 

Madison 

608 - 251-4500 

Inland Paradise 

Hayward 

715 - 634-2771 

Project Sports 

Milwaukee 

414 - 228-7245 

Sail Dubay 

Mosinee 

715 - 341-4657 

South Pod Rigging 

Kenosha 

414 - 652-5434 

Windsud Door County 

Ephriam 

414 - 854-4071 


Vam soon 

Start with Us, Stay with Us. 
























Windsurfing's definitely not a learned 
trait—it's in the genes . 

NUKIN' NEOPHYTE 

Hi! My name is Katrina Rabeler. I just 
turned three and got this rig for my 
birthday (I still have to borrow 
Mommy's board). This picture is of me 
windsurfing my first time, while we 
were on vacation at Cape Hatteras, 

North Carolina. 

Daddy said we got skunked that day, 
but I thought it was nukin'. As you can 
see, it took some time before I broke 
loose from Daddy's grip, but finally, I 
was off on a plane! 

I almost caught up to the guys out in 
the sound. Daddy finally grabbed the 
board and catapulted me into the 
water—did you know it tastes like salt 
down there? 

I almost did something Daddy calls a 
jibe. I was just trying to turn around. 

See you in the 2008 Summer Olympic 
Games (I like games). 

Katrina Rabeler 
Oneonta, New York 

tracking the injured 

We are currently involved in a veiy 
large study looking into the various 
types of injuries sustained by wind¬ 
surfers of all levels. This is an important 
windsurfing 


study since it is not generally recog¬ 
nized, even among the medical profes¬ 
sion, that injuries are occurring to even 
hardened windsurfers. 

We would like to hear from all your 
readers who have sustained injuries 
while windsurfing, no matter how 
minor. 

These statistics are valuable not only 
for planning and design features of the 
next generation of boards and safety 
equipment, but also gives us a chance to 
analyze injuries with a view to learning 
ways of preventing them from occur¬ 
ring. Kindly supply the following: 

1. Description of the injury you 
sustained. Try to be as medically precise 
as you can in describing the injury. 

2. Your name (unless you wish this 
withheld), address, and telephone 
number. 

3. Your age. 

4. Whether you are a beginner, 
intermediate, advanced, or professional. 

5. Length of board you usually sail. 

6. Approximate wind speed (light, 
moderate, or severe) at the time of the 
injury or acrobatic maneuvers per¬ 
formed at the time. 

Windsurfing is a safe sport. Let's 
keep it that way. 

Dr. Guy Slowik, FRCS 
Windsurfing Injury Study 
PO Box 274106 
Tampa, FL 33688-4106 
Fax 813-920-5473 


CITY BY THE BAY 

Your article. The Way Of The Bay 
(April 1992), accurately sums up the Bay 
Area's prime sailing sites. Before 
traveling overseas, I spent a month in 
the Bay Area last summer (easily the 
best summer of my life). After reading 
your article, I am more anxious than 
ever to return to San Francisco this 
August for 30 days of R&R before 
moving on to my next duty station. 

In the meantime. I'm enjoying some 
consistent 5.5 to 6.5 trade winds, as well 
as some outrageous typhoon-driven 
wmds, here in the Philippines. 

- i, B Michael Bates 

Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines 
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Versatile, easy to rig and exceptionally 
fast on the reaches, the new Slalom 
CSI & CSII sail lines from Gaastra offer 
you full power with light weight 
handling. By taking the best features 
of the new, powerful loose leech 
racing sails and combining them with 
the instant camber to RAF versatility 
of the Camberswitch, we've produced 
two recreational sails that give you 
exactly the right performance for a 
blasting day, even in moderate winds. * 
Either sail can get a production board 
quickly up to planing speed, power on 
the upwind legs, then take off and fly 
on the reaches. Handling through 
transitions is a breeze and magazine 
reviewers have been quick to praise 
the user friendliness of the designs. 
And it's not just on the water perform¬ 
ance that make these sails appealing. 
Specially designed for enthusiastic 
recreational sailors, both the Slalom 
CSI & CSII are extremely affordable. 
You always have to pay a price for 
power. With Camberswitch, it's hard 
to beat the value. 





Stop by your Gaastra dealer for a FREE product brochure or call the customer service hotline 503-386-2880 for the 
name of your closest Gaastra dealer Product Information 23 






















THERMOPLASTIC SKIN WITH 
PROTECTIVE DOUBLE LACQUER 
LAYER AND NON-SKID 
MATERIAL COATING 


DOUBLE LAYER OF 
HYBRID COMPOSITE MATERIAL 


DOUBLE LAYER OF HYBRID 
COMPOSITE MATERIAL 


FANATIC 


LIGHTWEIGHT HEXAGONAL 
STRUCTURE OVER THE 
ENTIRE WIDTH 
OF THE BOARD 


■ »oiy/wo SANDWICH 
TORSION BOX STRINGERS 
WITH UNIDIRECTIONAL 
GLASS CLOTH LAYER 


-- WOVEN GLASS 

CLOTH BINDING LAYER 


Product Information 27 


ULTRA high-tech by FANATIC: The 
"?.«! eneration of HONEYCOMB 
STRINGER technology offers an 
extraordinary level of longitudinal stiff¬ 
ness and durability. 5 performance 
leading shapes with efficient com¬ 
ponents for individual board and rig 
rune-ability" for the ultimate windsurf¬ 
ing enjoyment. POWERTRIM Finbox 
system (RABBIT, RAT), dynamic GFK 
tins, Multitrim footstrap system and 
vano-mastbase 250 are setting the 
pace for performance, 
c. RABBIT. The early planing FUN> 

oLALOM for light and medium winds, 
o, RAT. The new highspeed 

SLALOM/RACE for medium to strong 
winds. 

■ ULTRA BOA. The hot WAVE/SLALOM 
Board for extremely wide range of use* 
* Uf-TRA MAMBA. The ultimate WAVE/ 
MANEUVER Board for radical action* 

■ ULTRA MOSQUITO. The extreme WAV* 
Board for the aggressive sailing style- 


NEW POWER GENERATE 1 


El Nino 



Bound For Barcelona ■ Japan's SomeTime World Cup 
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EL NINO 

ou may have heard 
comments by TV 
weathermen or meteorolo¬ 
gists this spring about El 
Nino and the effect it's 
having on our climate, from 
the lack of snow on the East 
Coast, to warmer than normal 
weather in the middle of the 
country, to drought condi¬ 
tions out West. But just what 
is El Nino? 

The name originally comes 
from the yearly occurrence 
around Christmas of a warm 
current off the coast of Peru. 
The locals named it El Nino 
(the child) in reference to the 
Christ Child. But this is not 
the El Nino that we refer to. 
What scientists have learned 
recently is that every few 
years a much larger change 
takes place across the 
equatorial South Pacific west 
of South America and 
involves a complex interac¬ 
tion between the ocean and 
the atmosphere. 


To explain this takes a 
little bit of background 
information. The normal 
pattern in the South Pacific is 
one of high pressure in the 
middle of the ocean, with low 
pressure situated over 
Indonesia. As any good 
boardhead knows, wind 
blows from high to low 
pressure... a la the constant 
southeast trade winds that 
buffet the beautiful islands of 
the South Pacific. If winds 
constantly blow in one 
direction, you can expect an 
ocean current to form and 
move the same direction. So, 
in the South Pacific there is a 
steady movement of surface 
water from east to west—like 
if you put a fan at one end of 
your bathtub, the water piles 
up at the other end. This 
happens in the western 
Pacific Ocean. In fact, water 
levels at Indonesia tend to be 
two to 10 feet higher on 
average than at South 
America, and of course, that 
water is warm. With the thick 
slab of warm water normally 




This situation is still pretty much normal. The only indication of 
warming or possible El Nino is the increase of warm pool water 
off the coast of Ecuador compared with above picture. 


present in the western Pacific, 
what would happen if the 
wind suddenly died? You 
guessed it, it all would slosh 
back the other way. 

Once every few years, the 
huge high pressure over the 
central Pacific weakens and 
the low pressure over 
Indonesia fills, turning winds 


light and variable or westerly. 
This is referred to as the 
Southern Oscillation. All it 
means is that the high and 
low pressure areas reverse. 
All the warm water in the 
western Pacific moves east 
across the ocean, and in 
several months (the Pacific is 
12,000 miles wide near the 



This is the typical situation in this region; coldest water in the 
coastal areas due to upwelling of bottom wafers. (See tempera¬ 
tures at right depicted in degrees Celsius; red hues indicate 
warmer temperatures, while blue hues indicate colder tempera¬ 
tures.) 



This is pretty much the surface water condition in this region 
during the El Nino situation. At this time the warm water from 
the equatorial Pacific has reached the coast. This was a pretty 
mild El Nino episode. However , the relative changes are 
illustrated by the images. 
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BOARD BRIEFS 

equator), arrives off the coast 
of Peru. It spreads north and 
south along the Americas, 
spreading its warmth as far 
north as Alaska and down to 
Chile. Considering the amount 
of heat in the ocean that has 
been shifted around the globe, 
one can begin to see the effects 
an El Nino/Southern Oscilla¬ 
tion event can have on 
worldwide weather. 

One of the greatest events 
on record occurred during 
1982-83. Terrible droughts in 
Southeast Asia, Australia, and 
Africa were balanced out by 
record rains in South America. 
Remember the pictures of the 
piers in Southern California 
washing away and the Great 
Salt Lake flooding? 

Another strong El Nino 
occurred during 1976-77, a 
winter when the eastern 
United States saw some of the 
coldest temperatures of the 
century and the West experi¬ 
enced a severe drought. 

Alaska saw bears come out of 
hibernation in the middle of 
the winter, while residents of 
Miami woke up to snow. 

Each El Nino appears to 
have a different effect on the 
global weather and seems to 
last about a year, so right now 
there is no clear scientific 
evidence that there is a classic 
El Nino pattern. Some events 
are weaker than others, and 
scientists have even named the 
smaller ones La Nina (little 
girl). Weather changes may be 
negligible with a weaker 
event—Mark Nelson 




A freeze-frame of Bjorn Dunkerbeck in all his SomeTime World 
Cup-winning fashion . 



PBA UPDATE 


OMAEZAKI, JAPAN 

R umors that light and 
inconsistent winds 
plagued Omaezaki, Japan, 
throughout April circulated 
around the PBA as discour¬ 
aged sailors prepared for the 
most valuable stop on the 
1992 New West PBA World 
Tour—the $210,000 
SomeTime World Cup '92. 

Bits of fingernails littered 
the beach for the first three 
days as conditions floun¬ 
dered, bringing only light 
and variable winds, and 
making everyone, including 
race director Alex Aguera, 
very apprehensive. But on 
April 29, everyone's prayers 
were answered when the 
winds that make Omaezaki 
famous returned with a 
vengeance, gusting to over 30 
knots! A Le Mans start 
rocketed all competitors onto 
the slalom course. 

Competing in extremely 
rough seas, all male and 
female competitors engaged 
in spectacular breakneck 
action with unintentional 
crashes, skyscraping jumps, 
and fierce competition 
around the three-jibe down¬ 
wind course. 

Bjorn Dunkerbeck 
dominated the lead by 
winning both men's heats in 
the first day 7 s slalom races, 
followed closely by Sweden's 
Anders Bringdal and 
Australia's Phil McGain. 
Hawaii's own Robby Naish 


finished third and fifth in the 
two finals, while Mauian 
Rush Randle took 12th place 
in slalom. 

Ferocious competition 
between Jutta Mueller and 
Britt Dunkerbeck raged in the 
women's slalom, when 
Mueller pushed Dunkerbeck 
into second place in the first 
race. The second dramatic 
final saw the two competitors 
rocketing side by side into the 
finish line at record speed. 
Mueller, who was upwind, 
carved into the finish line at 
the last second, and as she 
did, Dunkerbeck sneaked 
through the gap between her 
and the buoy. Dunkerbeck 
was so close to the buoy that 
she hit the rope and cata¬ 
pulted over the finish line, 
causing Mueller to fall and 
Dunkerbeck to take the race! 

April 30 brought torrential 
rainfall and ocean conditions 
too dangerous for helicopter 
operation, let alone 
windsurfing. Japanese 
weather wizards predicted 
typhoon conditions with 
winds in excess of 50 mph to 
assault Omaezaki during the 
night. But by the next day, 
the gale-force winds had 
petered out, leaving light, 
fresh breezes. 

Three rapid course races 
were executed and Britt and 
Bjorn Dunkerbeck dominated 
the winner slots once again as 
Naish took second in the first 
two course races. 

The wind faltered again on 
May 2, but on the following 


day the competitors were 
greeted with an abundance of 
wind and near-logo-high 
waves. Thousands of 
spectators crammed the 
beach to watch a phenomenal 
display of water acrobatics 
and waveriding talent. 

In the men's semifinals, 
Dunkerbeck faced Randle, 
and the reigning world 
champion Naish loaded his 
mast and took aim at Austra¬ 
lian Jason Polakow. 
Dunkerbeck reigned supreme 
for the second year in a row 
at the SomeTime World Cup 
over a disappointed Naish. 
Polakow took third, despite 
seven sutures in his foot, and 
Randle took fourth. 

On May 4, professional 
windsurfing competition set a 
record. For the first time in 
the history of the PBA, all 
three contest disciplines were 
sailed in one day. 

Starting at the crack of 
dawn and running until 
darkness, this eighth day of 
the contest proved to be 
incredibly grueling, com¬ 
mencing with the course-race 
discipline. The Dunkerbecks 
again monopolized the first 
place slots, followed by 
Thorkil Kristensen in second 
for the men and Mueller in 
second for the women. 

The women's wave 
discipline, unfinished from 
the previous day, saw 
Natalie Siebel edge out 
Angela Cochran, and the 
remainder of the women's 
slalom discipline saw 
Dunkerbeck again over 
Mueller. In men's slalom, it 
was Dunkerbeck taking Phil 
McGain. 

On the last and final day 
of the SomeTime World Cup/ 
somebody shut down the 
winds, so the frazzled 
competitors rested and 
calculated their winnings. 

The overall results in the 
men's division were 
Dunkerbeck in first, followed 
by Naish in second, and 
Anders Bringdal in third. 
Overall for the women: 
Dunkerbeck first, Mueller 
second, and Natalie Siebel 
third .—Sheila Heathcote 
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Lanee Butler and Mike Gebhardt give a sneak preview of the 
official winning grins of the 1992 Summer Olympic Games. 


ROAD TO THE OLYMPICS 


BEST IN ALL THE U.S. 

he time had arrived. The 
tension in the hearts of 37 
Olympic sailor hopefuls had 
mounted after years of 
grueling practice, strategy 
planning, workouts, and 
training. And at Ft. Pierce, 
Florida, the four years of 
preparation were to come 
down to one regatta—winner 
take all. This regatta would 
decide who would be the one 
man and one woman to 
represent the United States in 
Barcelona, Spain, competing 
for gold. 

The winner of the gold 
would be derided in time, but 
the question at hand was: 
Which two Americans would 
win the honor of representing 
the U.S. at the 1992 Summer 
Olympic Games? (This is the 
first year the women's class is 
an official medal sport.) The 
question was asked on April 
24,1992 at 12:30 p.m., and the 
question was answered on 
May 2,1992 at 3:25 p.m. 

The event started with a 

day measuring and inspect¬ 
ing the 7.3-meter sails. The 
races would be 12 in all on 
the Lechner-class (round- 
bottom) board. Points would 
be given to each of the 
finishers: zero points for first, 
three points for second, 5.7 

points for third, eight for 

WINDSURFIN 


fourth, 10 for fifth, etc. At the 
end of 12 races, the best 10 
races would be scored by the 
race committee (contestants 
would be allowed two throw 
outs). The man and woman 
with the fewest points would 
win tickets to Spain. 

The course consisted of 
five marks in the shape of a 
backward P. The first leg was 
an upwind beat for almost a 
mile, then a broad reach to 
starboard for a third of a mile, 
a broad reach to port, a 
downwind leg, and a short 
reach to port. The course run 
three times constituted one 
race. 

Favored in the men's 
division was 1988 bronze 
medalist and 14-time national 
champion Mike Gebhardt. 
However, 1984 silver 
medalist Scott Steele was in 
strong contention, as was Pan 
American Games winner Ted 
Huang, and Dan Kerckhoff. 

In the women's division, it 
seemed clear that a close duel 
would ensue between Lanee 
Butler, pre-trial winner from 
Dana Point, California, and 
world champion Jayne 
Fenner from Sarasota, 

Florida. Just how close 
though, we were yet to learn. 

day one 

The races began in typical 
fashion with the men's class 
starting first and the women's 


class starting five minutes 
later. The wind was about 10 
mph from the north—typical 
Florida conditions. Kerckhoff 
duelled Gebhardt, who lead 
on the last downwind leg. 

Tom Purcell was in third. At 
the last mark, Gebhardt and 
Kerckhoff (on starboard) 
bumped boards! Gebhardt 
made a 720-degree turn to 
avoid disqualification and 
took third, allowing 
Kerckhoff to win the opener. 
Huang took fourth, Bert Rice 
fifth, Scott Steele sixth, and 
Sean Hawes seventh. 

Kim Swatland killed the 
start for the women, but as 
light winds prevailed, both 
Fenner and Butler battled it 
out with her. On the last 
downwind leg, Fenner was 
ahead but Butler passed her. 
At the horn, it was Butler 
first, followed by Swatland, 
and Fenner in third. Kathy 
Chapin took fourth place and 
Mary Wray took fifth. This 
would just begin the long 
uphill struggle in the 
women's division. 

DAY TWO 

Saturday brought light 
winds, delaying the race for 
three hours. Finally the wind 
shifted east at 7 to 10 mph, 
and at 2:30 the flag sequence 
started. Gebhardt found 
himself first at the windward 
mark, and stayed there the 
whole race, while Steele 
battled Robert Normann for 
second. Huang and Purcell 
took fourth and fifth respec¬ 
tively. 

For the women, Chapin 
battled Butler in the light air, 
only to be disqualified for 
receiving outside help while 
fixing her sails just minutes 
before the start. Patty 
McKeeman took second, 
Swatland third, Fenner 
fourth, and Wray fifth. 

DAY THREE 

The racers wanted more 
wind, and on Sunday they 
got it, with winds of 20 to 25 
mph. In two- to four-foot 
swells, Fenner showed her 
stuff! She smoked two wins 
and made a move toward the 



top, while Butler had to settle 
for a second and a third 
consecutively. Wray also 
placed a second that day, and 
Wendy Thomson had a third 
and a fourth. 

For the men, Gebhardt 
again took a win and a third, 
while Purcell took two 
seconds. Kerckhoff main¬ 
tained third overall, while 
Steele was fourth, and Huang 
fifth. At this point it was still 
anyone's regatta. 

DAY FOUR 

On day four, the wind 
howled again. It blew 22 to 28 
mph, and Fenner, despite 
being catapulted and fighting 
the eight-foot swell, won both 
races and powered into the 
overall lead. 

In great character, Huang 
put his threat in by beating 
Gebhardt two straight, while 
Kerckhoff finished third in 
both races. Huang played the 
game of wind shifts that day 
and won. 

DAY FIVE 

After a lay day Tuesday, 
the race committee aimed at 



Conditions at the Olympic 
Trials ranged from too light to 
race to 28-mph winds with 
eight-foot swells. 


Wednesday to run the next 
race. What a day! The 
committee boat, as usual, was 
miles from the beach, and the 
sailors had to sail through the 
break and the swells to get to 
it. No problem, except for the 
fact that the wind was 30+ 
and the seas were 12 feet and 
close together. 

They raced two laps 
around the course, only to 
have the committee boat's 


half-inch anchor line break. 
They couldn't keep the boat 
anchored and canceled the 
day's races! Much to the 
dismay of the heavyweights, 
because it surely was their 
day! 

DAY SIX 

After two days off, the 
wind calmed to 12 mph and 
the seas were six to eight feet. 
Momentum seemed to be 
broken at this point and it 
was like a brand-new regatta. 

Butler went over the line 
early and had to start at the 
back of the pack. This, 
coupled with Fenner's four 
firsts in a row, should have 
devastated her. Unbelievably, 
Butler sailed her way to two 
firsts that day in her quest for 
the lead! Her heart hadn't 
given up. Fenner posted two 
strong seconds. 

In unmatched consistency, 
Gebhardt again sailed his 
way to a third and a first, 
while Steele placed first and 
second. Gebhardt continued 
to sail in the top three in 
every race thus far, while 
Huang (with a fourth and a 
fifth) seemed to be on his 
heels wishing and waiting for 
a mistake. 

DAY SEVEN 

Well into the regatta now, 
the winds died down to 8 to 
10 mph, sometimes as little as 
4 or 5 mph and very shifty, 
but the seas were still up as 
the weary competitors 
continued in less-than- 
favorable conditions. The 
wind at one point shifted 
some 50 degrees, and the race 
committee actually changed 
the course during the first 
heat! 

In the light air Butler 
triumphed with two firsts, 
while Fenner got caught on 
the wrong side of the course 
in a major wind shift, 
finishing with an unheard of 
10th in the first race! A trying 
moment on this day was 
when Lynn Hornowsky was 
greeted by a four-foot nurse 
shark on the course. The 
rumors on the beach claimed 
it was six to eight feet and 


violently biting her board— 
the shark seemed to grow as 
the day went on! 

While Huang sailed to a 
second and a third, Gebhardt 
faired all of the conditions, 
taking a second and a first 
and putting himself well out 
of reach of the other competi¬ 
tors an entire day early! Yes, 
it was official: Mike Gebhardt 
would represent the United 
States at the Olympics in 
Barcelona this summer. 

DAY EIGHT 

As the other racers 
decided who would be the 
men's alternate and who 
would win the women's 
competition, Gebhardt sat on 
the beach. His only concern 
was whether or not he would 
sail in the afternoon, because 
his grandmother was coming 
to town to watch the race. 

Steele had a great day 
with a first and a second, 
finishing third overall. It was 
Huang who ended up with 
the fewest points behind 
Gebi; hence, he won the 
alternate spot for the U.S. As 
it turned out, Gebhardt raced 
the last one and won it for his 
grandmom! 


A unique chain of events 
was setting up in the 
women's class. Going into the 
last day, Butler, who seemed 
to favor light winds, was 
leading Fenner by a mere 11 
points overall. If Fenner won 
the first race and Butler got 
fifth, they'd be within only 
three points of one another 
going into the 12th race! 

When the gun sounded at 
the end of the first race, 
Fenner had crossed the line 
second, but Butler had a bad 
race and finished fifth! It 
seems she tried to impart a 
bit of strategy to pull Fenner 
down in the pack, but it 
almost backfired. When 
Butler got to the beach for 
lunch, she was panic-stricken. 
The press ran to Fenner, and 
Butler thought that she had 
blown it. 

It came down to the last 
race. The mathematical point 
spread was an incredible six 
points! Butler was ahead, but 
the wind all the while was 
picking up, seemingly 
favoring Fenner! If Fenner 
won the second race and 
Butler placed fourth, that 
would deride it. Well, the red 
flag was raised only to have a 


general recall. 

The fans at Pepper Park 
waited, tense as the last flag 
sequence of the event began. 
With the last red flag up, the 
horn sounded and Butler got 
the best and perhaps the most 
important start of her career. 
She started first and Fenner 
was right behind her. Despite 
all attempts to pass, Fenner 
couldn't do it this time. Butler 
never looked back. And so it 
ended with 21-year-old Lanee 
Butler from Dana Point, 
California, winning the 
Olympic Trials and a ticket to 
Barcelona. —Ty Heston 


G aastra USA is beaming 
like a proud new parent 
as two of its team riders, 

Mike Gebhardt and Lisa 
Neuburger, are off to the 
Summer Games in 
Barcelona.... West Wind 
Sailboards plans to begin 
distributing Bombora slalom- 
board models in the U.S.... 

The June 30 through July 5 
Gorge Pro-Am has been 
officially canceled because of 
a lack of corporate funding.... 
The Delta Windsurf Co., a 
demo/test center for 
Windwing equipment, has 
officially opened in Rio Vista, 
California.... 

Brian Caserio's hot new 
video. Wind Obsession , an 
hour-long look at surf sailing 
at its hard-core best, is just 
out.... BIC has a couple of 
new videos out as well—one 
is more of a promotional tool 
for dealers and their custom¬ 
ers; the other is an hour-long 
look at highlights from the 
1992 Bercy Swatch 
Superfundoor in France.... 

US Sailing has released its 
1992 calendar of windsurfing 
instructor courses for level 
one.... Also, instructors are 
invited to join US Sailing's 
unified national program—a 
program designed to unify 
standards for windsurfing 
instruction.... For info on US 
Sailing's instruction courses 
or the standardizing pro¬ 
gram, call 401-849-5200. ■ 
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You don't see Robby Naish at Sprecks too often these 
days, but back in '81, when the board he used for the surf 
was over 10 feet long and weighed about 30 pounds, 
Sprecks was a pretty challenging place. 
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IAN BOY 

by Sheila Heathcote 


/ an Boyd is a consum¬ 
mate professional, an 
excellent team rider, 
and a sponsor’s dream- 
come-true. He is mature 
far beyond his 21 years. 
He’s been making his own 
decisions and career 
choices since he moved to 
Maui at age 14. 

Ian has won numerous 
international contests on 
the World Cup level as 
well as selected wave 
competitions throughout 
the world. 

But his life is presently 
in transition. He plans to 


WINDSURfING (WS): 

What major life event has made 
you want to pursue an alternative 
such as a degree in business? 

BOYD: I've been wind¬ 
surfing for 13 years and I've 
come to a burnout stage. I've 
been sailing since I was eight 
and now I see there's more to 
life than windsurfing. I'm 





YOU HAVE TO BE AGGRESSIVE ON AND 


enter a new contest now; 
one involving lectures 
instead of skippers meet- 
ings, textbooks as opposed 
to windsurf gear, and 
tests versus interviews — 
he’s going to college. 

While he studies, Ian 
plans to continue his 
program of appearing in 
instructional videos, 
writing articles for 
windsurfing publications, 
and windsurfing in choice 
wave events. 

w I N D s U R F I N 


interested in having my own 
business one day, and, 
therefore, I realize it's impor¬ 
tant to get an education now. 

WS: What is the single most 
important thing you'll attain by 
pursuing your scholastic 
interests? 

BOYD: At this point. I'm 
concerned with acquiring the 
skills that will allow me to be 
successful. All these years of 
business and real life experi¬ 
ences I've gotten by traveling 
around the world to windsurf 
have allowed me to deal with 
business firsthand. But I also 


need a textbook foundation of 
skills and that's why I'm going 
to school. 

WS: Why don't you stay 
here in Hawaii and go to the 
University of Hawaii or Maui 
Community College? 

BOYD: Hawaii is a 
beautiful place, but I made an 
attempt to live here and go to 
college before and 1 just 
couldn't do it. There are too 
many distractions. The 
Hawaiian lifestyle is just too 
laid back. I've decided to go 
back to Santa Barbara because 
there are 30,000 college 


students my age going to 
school there. I need a bit more 
of the fast-paced city life too, 
and I don't get that here on 


WS: Your father was 
instrumental in encouraging you 
to windsurf. How does he feel 
about your career moves? 

BOYD: My dad has 
supported me in everything 
I've wanted to do. He's a 
really mellow kind of guy"" 
sometimes too laid back! 
Whatever I want to do is okay 
with him. My grandfather 
the one who always stressed 





OFF THE WATER 


letting go of mistakes. I can be 
really hard on myself. 

WS: What motivates you? 

BOYD: Wanting to be 
successful. Feeling I've made a 
difference in the world. 
Sometimes money motivates 
me. But mostly doing some¬ 
thing that can make a differ¬ 
ence in people's lives moti¬ 
vates me. 

WS: Do you feel pressured to 
maintain a high level of excellence 
in your sport or in your pursuit 
of higher achievements? 

BOYD: Yes. I feel pres- 


someone new in the sport, 
just because I might not be 
around for a couple of years, 
don't think you can cut me off 
when I come over to Maui for 
a session. When I'm semi- 
retired at 25, don't think I'm 
over the hill! 

WS: Do you plan to stay in 
the limelight? 

BOYD: I do. I thrive on 
that. A friend of mine says 
there's nothing that falls 
harder than a fallen surf star. 
But I expect to keep my name 
around and to keep my 
sponsors for as long as I can. I 


the importance of an educa¬ 
tion. 

WS: What is your philoso¬ 
phy on life? 

BOYD: When I was 16,1 
was a punk kid with an 
attitude. The older I've 
become, the more 1 realize that 
people are really important in 
life. I also believe that you 
should live each day like it's 
the first and last day of your 
life because all things in life 
are temporary. No matter how 
permanent our situation is, it 
could change at any moment. 

WS: What is the pro scene 
really like? 

BOYD: It's not as glamor¬ 
ous as it looks. There's a lot of 
behind-the-scenes work you 
must do to be successful. I've 
done trade shows, clinics, 
instructional programs, 
competed, and I just came to a 
stage where traveling around 
the world with all the equip¬ 
ment started to seem a little 
repetitive. It was an invaluable 
experience, but there's more to 
my future than going to the 
same places around the world. 

WS: You appear to be very 
competitive and highly motivated. 
Is this a positive thing for you? 

BOYD: I've always had a 
lot of drive and motivation to 
do things because I am 
competitive. On the other 
hand, I have a hard time 


sured as an obligation to my 
sponsors, and as one who is 
constantly striving for more, I 
put an enormous amount of 
pressure on myself. I feel 
pressure because people 
expect me to be successful and 
what they don't realize is that 
I'm only human and I make 
mistakes too. 

WS: What direction do you 
think windsurfing will take in the 
remainder of the '90s? 

BOYD: Windsurfing is a 
sport that's constantly at the 
mercy of Mother Nature, and 
it's expensive for young 
people to get started, so it's 
limited in these respects. There 
have to be more entry-level 
sailors in order to make the 
sport grow. 

WS: What advice do you 
have for sailors who'd like to 
folloiv in your footsteps? 

BOYD: Don't just sit back 
and wait for it to happen 
because it won't. You have to 
be aggressive on and off the 
water, both in business with 
sponsors and in competition. 
Constantly be on the lookout 
for opportunities to promote 
yourself and your spon¬ 
sors. Learn from your 
mistakes. Be faithful to 
your sponsors because 
as they grow, you 
grow. Be personable, 
be yourself. Don't 
be arrogant. For 





























Why I Never Moved To Maui 


Dean Karnazes 

M ost sports have a mecca where 
an enthusiast must go if he 
really wants to be considered 
1 I great. In surfing, it's the North 

Shore of Oahu. In water skiing, it's 
Orlando. And in windsurfing, it's 
undoubtedly Hookipa, Maui. Anyone 
who wants any credibility in sports has 
to live in "Mecca" for at least a few 
months each year. It's sort of a be-all- 
that-you-can-be mentality. 

The California coast produces many 
hot surf sailors; several could make a 
mark wave sailing in the PBA with some 
time spent in Maui. Yet they choose to 
remain in California, pursuing their 
sport only a few fickle months of the 
year. We asked some of California's top 
surf sailors why they didn't move to 
Maui and make a run for the top. 

DEAN KARNAZES: His sponsors 
are North Sails, Streamlined, 
Body Glove, and ASD. 

When I went to Maui in the summer 
of '82,1 really considered moving there. 
The windsurfing was unreal and I dug 
the whole scene. But I wanted to finish 
college and thought I couldn't have 
both. So I stayed in California. 

After college came graduate school. 

And to be honest, I was pretty stoked 
with the sailing I was getting in California 
and Baja. Maui was getting most of the 
attention, but it was also getting most of 
the crowds, while along the West Coast 
we were exploring some great undiscov- 
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Peter Scheibel 

ered spots. And I really enjoy the explora¬ 
tion thing, especially in Baja. 

What I do like about Maui compared 
to the West Coast is the level of sailing. 
You've got only a handful of hard-core 
sailors at most spots here, while in Maui, 
everybody charges. And I thrive on that 
atmosphere of pushing the limits. 

In retrospect. I'm relatively satisfied 
with my decision to live in California. I 
now have an interesting and rewarding 
career, and I still sail and surf whenever I 
want. 

I'm a little disappointed that I didn't 
get more involved with contests, but 
that's really not my calling anyway. 

PETER SCHEIBEL: Sponsored by 
Waddell Sails, Rainbow Fins, 
Fiberspar, and Stretch Sail¬ 
boards. 

Back in '85,1 went to see what Maui 
was like. Even though the conditions 
were better, I ended up back in Santa 
Cruz. This was due to factors that 
outweigh what the wind or waves might 
be like on any given day. 

There wasn't a whole lot to do at 
night. For instance, there were only two 
theaters on the island, with a total of two 
choices per month. The topper was that 
one was usually something like 101 
Dalmatians and the other was already off 
the recent release shelf in the video store 
back home. 

People talk about the creatures living 
in the waters off Santa Cruz, but it 


Brian Caserio 

wasn't until my trip to Maui that I was 
actually attacked. In the middle of a 
waterstart, I felt my left foot smarting 
and found five urchin spines dangling 
from my pinkie toe—all that pain 
without the cool scars a shark leaves. 
And with a shark attack you don't have 
a bunch of guys offering to pee on you. 

Also, living on Maui leaves you with 
a much harder choice of where to go for 
vacation. 

BRIAN CASERIO: Sponsored by 
Windsorting Hawaii, Neil 
Pryde, Body Glove, ASD, and 
Oakley. 

Three big reasons: One is crowd, not 
only on the water, but off it as well. I 
couldn't stand being cooped up on a 
small island. 

Two, I felt that sailing lots of places 
like Baja, Oregon, California, and Maui 
would allow me to retain my enthusiast 
for sailing. This turned out to be true. 
I've never burned out sailing one spot 
over and over. California is central for 
this lifestyle. 

Three, I couldn't justify it financially- 
If I moved to Maui, then I'd have to have 
lived like a bum, because at the time and 
even now, the financial incentive from 
competition wasn't there. Also, there 
used to be competitions in California 
and nobody expected it to drop off as ft 
did over here. If I were younger and jn s * 
getting into competition now, I migW 
make a different decision. ■ 
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The 1992 Tudor/Mistral Windsurfing Tour x 

Tudor is proud to sponsor this national ranking series of over 150 events. The 1991 tour drew 
2,500 racers from across the country, and we expect even more this year. New to 1992 is the 
Bring a Friend’’ program. At each of the fifteen Grand Slam events, there will be instructors to teach 
racers’ friends how to windsurf while the races are underway. We encourage all participants 
in the tour to “Bring a Friend” and help us help our sport grow. 


For a tour schedule, call 1-(800) 394-6006 

Write for brochure, Tudor, Rolex Building. 665 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10022 




































by Rick Markham 


Beachstarting Your 
Longboard 


P icture this: You're at the beach, 
you've just rigged up, and you're 

_ready to go out for a sail. Looking 

H around, you see that all the local hot 
shots grab their boards and sails, carry 
them down to the water, drop them in, 
jump on, and sail away—flawlessly. Once 
you finally make it to the water in one 
piece, you find yourself wading out to 
daggerboard depth and struggling with 
your uphaul before actually sailing away. 

Is this a familiar scene to you? It 
doesn't have to be. By following the six 
steps at the right, you'll be able to jump 
on and sail away like the pros. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

If you're really having a hard time, 
here are a few helpful hints: 

1. Position the board and sail on the 
beach 90 degrees to the wind and get the 
feel and position of the beachstart; go 
through the motions. 

2. Watch other people closely. This is 
probably the single best thing you can do 
because you can visualize what you're 
doing wrong and see what you need to 
work on. 

3. Always keep your mast arm (front 
arm) straight. Bending your front arm can 
cause the board and sail to head upwind, 
and backwind you. Keeping your mast 
aim straight plays a big part in steering 
the board. 

4. If you're not getting close enough to 
the board to begin the beachstart, try 
resting the boom on the tail of the board 
and pulling it in really close to you. Next, 
steer the board to a 90-degree angle to the 
wind, stay low, keeping the board and 
rail close to you. With your mast arm 
straight, wait for consistent wind, raise 
the sail, and take the step. 

5. And last, if you're really having 
problems with the board heading upwind 
(rounding up), try steering the board 
downwind just a bit more. This technique 
will allow you additional time. Basically 
anytime you step onto the middle or tail' 
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Taking A Dry Run 


With one hand on the mast and the other 
on the boom, bring the sail across the 
board and over your head. Now the sail 
is flying. 


First, stand windward of the board and 
sail and brina the board and ria to a 
position 90 degrees to the wind. 


Bring the boom up to rest on the tail of 
the board, thus allowing the water to 
drain from the sail. 


4 Adjustable Dynamic interna) Cambers. 
Heavy duty 8 and 5 mils Monofilm. 
Extremely light and powerful. Adju stable 
profile. Factory Direct price from 


CALL NOW 


TOLL 

FREE 


for orders, demos, catalogs, stickers or the nearest dealer. 


‘peed Slalom 


FREE 


with each order. 

30 day trial! * 

One amazing indoor 
Boomerang! 

1992 subscription to 
Performance 
Windsurfing Reports! 




You're up! You're loving it! Continue 
sailing as though you were never in the 
water. Once you reach deeper water, 
adjust your aaggerboard to the designed 
setting. If you get launched after comple¬ 
tion, try sheeting out once you're up. Play 
around with board steering and foot 
positioning until you get it right. 


Bring the tail of the board under you by 
bending your back knee while your fron 
leg is in the water. Wait for a gust or 
consistent wind. Keep your mast arm 
(front arm) straight, and take the big ste\ 


between the front and rear footstraps. Thi 
board often wants to steer upwind, so be 
careful and have your rig at a 90-degree 
angle to compensate for it. At this point 
practice steerina your board and flying 
™ e fypushing or pulling the sail to 

the left or the right, you can steer the 
board upwind or downwind. IPs impor¬ 
tant to keep your mast arm (front arm) 


If you do not like it, 
return within 30 days, 
for a full refund. No 
gimmicks. 


onto the board. IPs good to let the wind 
do the work for you here. Let it pull you 
up out of the water, rather than you 
hying to step onto the board and pull 
yourself up. 


control of the sail and board. 

There you have it. Good luck and see 
you on the water! ■ 


section of the board, it's going to round 
up on you this just gives you a second 
more to compensate for it. 

beachstart to waterstart 

Once you have the beachstart dialed 
and you're looking for something new, t 
the waterstart! A waterstart is all riw c. 


motions as a beachstart except you're in 
the water. For example, in this article, 90 
percent of the content is a crossover for 
waterstarting. With the waterstart, fly^g 
the sail is vital, as it directly controls 
board steering and rounding up; 
whereas, with the beachstart, one foot is 
on the ground for leverage and more 


RICK MARKHAM is a professional 
windsurfer sailing on the World Cup circuit. 
He's sponsored by Nortlnvave , Chums , 
PoiverBar and Da Kine. 
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Switching Gears 


by Tinho Dontellas 


Sheeting In, Stepping 
Back, and Hiking Out 


M y father-in-law used to drive me 
crazy every time he involved me 

_in some house- or car-fixing 

jamk'yA project. After a full day wasted 
and the project only two-thirds complete, 
he'd say, "We're gettin' there!" Grrrr, that 
really drove me crazy. 


There are two types of movements that 
require gear switching—one is using your 
rig and body, and the other is using your 
feet. Eventually you'll perform both 
manuevers simultaneously, but for now 
you should understand and practice them 
separately. 


SWITCHING GEARS WITH 
YOUR RIG AND BODY 

There are two distinct techniques when 
sheeting in. One is used in first through 


the board, enabling the board to remain 
flat on the water, lengthwise. Without go- 
ing into complex physics diagrams, let's 
just say your board accelerates much 
easier without you feeling a whole lot of 
pressure and fatigue. This is also the way 
you should sail if you don't use a harness. 

For the technique to work successfully, 
one detail needs attention—positioning 
your hands properly. Your hands should 
be placed on the booms so they are equi¬ 
distant from the center of effort. The best 
way to get a feel for that is to sheet in the 
sail to develop the maximum possible 
power. Then, start moving both hands 
back and forth to find the point where you 
have an equal amount of .pressure on both 
hands. Sometimes you may actually get 
pulled over but the goal is to keep the mast 
upright while feeling a lot of pull from the 
sail. You'll find out later what to do with all 
that pull. 


To sheet in properly, you 


But you know, he was right. The project 
itself is no big deal—it's the process of 
gettin' there. Well, the same goes for 
windsurfing. You want to go fast? You 
want to waterstart? How about jibing? 
Hey, that's easily done, like changing the 
oil in your car. The problem is figuring out 
the easiest way of gettin' there. You may 
think that you're past that point. Well, 
think about this: 

Do you do wheelies when you move 
back on the board? Do your forearms turn 
into concrete after a few runs? Does your 
board have a mind of its own? Do you 
explode eveiy time you attempt a jibe? 
Many of these problems stem from basics 
like sheeting in and moving back on the 
board at the right time. 

To get in the windward straps or go 
upwind well, you must accelerate with¬ 
out changing direction or losing control of 
your board. That's achieved by properly 
sheeting the sail. To sail on a reach in the 
rear straps of a longboard or race board, 
or plane on a shortboard, you must sheet 
in and accelerate properly. I call this 
switching gears or "gettin' there " 

o 


fourth gear and the other is used in fifth 
gear. The purpose of this article is to help 
you get to the point of switching to fifth 
gear, which is possible only when you're 
sailing at full speed in the same direction. 

in first through fourth gear, you hang 
on the booms and have no pressure what¬ 
soever on your feet. The net result of this 
technique is that the power generated by 
the sail is transferred through the mast to 


SHEETING IN 

In the old days of teaching, mostly be¬ 
cause of the position and design of the 
components on boards, sailors sheeted in 
by pulling the clew of the sail in, much the 
same way you do on a sailboat. However, 
the newer sailboards, designed with mast 
tracks and planing bottoms, require a dif¬ 
ferent and much more efficient technique. 
Sheeting in is done by raking the sail back 
and by rotating the whole rig. (See photos 
on left.) 

To picture this sheeting motion, grab a 
partner's hands and have him face you, 
with your toes almost touching your 


rnnZr T " “F** /#I »• ^meSS 
control and even plane in thh 

point is to maintain the same 


atm* 


partner's. Then stretch your arms out until 
you're both in a sit-on-a-chair position, 
knees bent, back straight. Both of you 
should be in the same position as each one 
supports the other's weight. From this po¬ 
sition, pivot your body clockwise. As a 
consequence, your partner pivots clock¬ 
wise as well. 

In this scenario, your partner simulates 
the sail, and you are the sailor. Notice that 
the pivot point lies between you and your 
partner. Exactly the same motion should 
be happening when you're sailing. The 
clockwise rotation represents the sheet¬ 
ing-in motion. The counterclockwise mo¬ 
tion is sheeting out. 

This sheeting technique compensates 
automatically for the change in apparent 
wind direction that occurs every time you 
accelerate. (Apparent wind is the resultant 
wind from the combination of the true 
wind force and the created wind, gener¬ 
ated by the forward speed of the board. 
The created wind is the same wind your 
face feels when you're riding a bicycle. The 
apparent wind is the wind you deal with 
mostly while sailing. Only when com¬ 
pletely stopped or when going on a run do 
you deal with the true wind.) 

You'll know you're sheeting in cor¬ 
rectly if you feel your muscles stretching 
all the way down to your lower back from 
the pull of the sail. When sailing this way, 
you should also be able to lift either foot off 
the board for 10 seconds while sheeting in. 
If you have difficulty doing this, your hips 
are likely pushed toward the sail. Sit out¬ 
ward so your hips are on the same vertical 
line as your shoulders. This is very impor¬ 
tant because unweighing the feet permits 
the power of the sail to be transferred 
through the mast onto the board. 

When you start moving from zero 
speed, keep your feet close together and in 
the same place until you reach the top 
obtainable speed of that gear. Once you 
pick up speed, then you start switching 
gears with your rig and body. 

This assumes you have enough wind to 
suspend your body on the booms and blast 
off into oblivion. But what if you live on 
planet earth where the wind doesn't al¬ 
ways blow like it does in paradise? The 
motion is virtually the same. But with your 
arms bent, elbows pressed against your 
body, rotate your whole body and sail to 
sheet in. Pivot your body and sail around 
an imaginary axis going through the boom 
you're holding. When the wind increases. 


hike out by stretching your arms out and 
follow with your hips. 

The most common mistake people 
make is to hike out with the shoulders 
only, while the hips move inward and 
upward, like dancing the lambada. The 
result is a sudden loss of power in your 
sail, which forces you to bend your arms 
and use your sail to stop the inevitable fall. 
I call this the "parachute stance." 



The parachute stance. I stall the sail by 
bringing my hips up and inward f while 
bending my arms. 


Remember not to bend your arms. The 
exception is when you're in first and sec¬ 
ond gear in light wind. In any case, keep 
your thumbs over the booms so your 
hands work like hooks. Keep looking out 
to the horizon so you can monitor the 
direction your board is sailing. You can 
easily and automatically make corrections 
if you're looking out. 

SCIENCE OF DA FEET— 

POSITIVE PRESSURE 

When you're sailing, your feet should 
be positioned so your board develops 
positive pressure. What's that? Well, have 
you seen sailboats sail upwind? They heel 
to leeward, keeping the windward side 
out of the water. That reduces the wetted 
surface, and decreases leeway or side slip¬ 
ping. The centerboard lifts the boat's 
windward side. That's positive pressure. 

You should do the same on your board. 
When you position your feet with toes 
pointing toward the bow, and you're 
straddling the centerline, you can easily 
control the board's attitude in the water. 
Wind chop does not have nearly the same 
bad effect on balance in this position. So 
when you accelerate, simply lift the wind¬ 
ward foot, and automatically the pressure 
goes to the leeward foot. That steers the 
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PowerBar 

work 
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For others, energy bars are 
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SECURE, EASY RIGGING 
OPEN CLEAT SYSTEM. 


RIG FAST • RIG EASY • RIG BETTER 
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board upwind, if you're using a center* 
board. 

At the same time, you feel a noticeable 
increase in speed because you just created 
that famous positive pressure. The center- 
board has just assumed the role of hydro- 
foil and is lifting the windward rail out of 
the water. You can now suspend you r 
weight on the booms and gingerly hike 
out toward the windward rail, still keep¬ 
ing some pressure on your toes to make 
sure your heels don't accidentally press on 
the windward rail. There, you just 
switched a whole bunch of gears! 

On a shortboard, or sailing on a beam 
reach in a breeze with the centerboard 
retracted, you develop positive pressure 
in much smaller amounts so it's more dif¬ 
ficult to detect. Nevertheless, keep both 
feet with your toes pointing slightly for¬ 
ward and pressing the leeward side of the 
centerline. Your board will quickly accel¬ 
erate. (On a longboard, keep your feet 
straddling the centerline to avoid stepping 
on the centerboard and in the footholds. 

The opposite of positive pressure is 
negative pressure, very widely used in the 
windsurfing community. With this 
stance, your board moves 10 feet sideways 
and two feet forward. 



m stepping too hr back and pushing too 
much on my back foot. 


As the wind increases, you have more 
opportunity to switch gears further. 
Eventually your sail will be raked back 
enough that the foot of the sail is almost 
touching the deck of the board. Keep ro¬ 
tating your body as the board accelerates- 
You'll reach a point where you cannot 
physically sheet in the sail any farther/ 
you feel you'll get pulled over to leeward* 
That means you need more leverage. So 
move farther back on the board and to- 
ward the rail if you're sailing to wind 
ward, or back toward the tail if you're on 
a shortboard or if your centerboard is up* 
At this time, your back foot cups 
centerline and is in charge of keeping t 
board flat in the water (beam to ^ x ° a 
reach) or heeled to leeward (going U F 


wind). To understand the feel of your 
back foot, sit in a chair, place your foot 
over a basketball, and push and pull the 
ball in the toe/heel direction. You'll feel 
your foot rolling over the ball. That's the 
same thing you should feel when your 
back foot cups the centerline and controls 
the board. If all goes well, the board will 
be planing and you'll be ready for fifth 
gear. 

The photos on page 26 (bottom) show 
the normal gear switching on any board 
on a beam reach to broad reach.(This se¬ 
quence is taken on a course board, ready 
to blast off on a beam reach.) The differ¬ 
ence between the shortboard and the 
course board lies mostly in the foot posi¬ 
tion. Even though the shortboard reacts 
faster to mistakes, it's actually more im¬ 
portant where you put your feet on the 
longboard. 

Notice how your feet are side by side, 
toes pointing forward as you start sheet¬ 
ing in. When you step back, your board 
trim is not affected, and you won't be 
stepping accidentally on the footstraps or 
centerboard. That's switching gears with 
your feet. You only switch gears with 
your feet after you switch gears with your 
rig. When moving backward, your feet 
should be well forward of your hips (to¬ 
ward the bow of the board). In stronger 
wind, that overpowered feeling is the tell¬ 
tale sign to use the footstraps situated 
close to your feet. I'll talk about those 
booby traps in the next article. 

In sum, you use first through fourth 
gear to get you to the point where you're 
almost planing or actually planing. The 
next step is to put your feet in the straps, 
switch to that elusive fifth gear to blast off 
into insanity. When you use first, second, 
third, and fourth gears, it depends on the 
board, your size, sail size, and wind con¬ 
ditions. You have to "make" your own 
gears. One thing remains the same for 
everyone, though, the foot stance is never 
wider than hip width, and when you step 
back, move a couple of inches, not feet. 

If you live in a place where the wind 
blows consistently less than 15 mph, buy 
a high-volume, lightweight course 
board. You'll be able to learn faster and get 
to sail more than with one of those little 
rockets. You'll experience less frustration, 
less fatigue, and suddenly you'll reach a 
point where it all becomes automatic and 
easy. You'll probably find yourself smil¬ 
ing a silly wet smile and thinking... "I'm 
gettin' there." ■ 


TINHO DORNBLLAS/sarz instructional 
trainer for US Sailing. He's owner of Calema 
Boardsailing in Merritt Island , Florida,and is 
sponsored by Gaastra Sails. 
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foot-like control. 
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Neoprene and Darlex 
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Booties don't need to be geeky or dumsy anymore... 
They protect and warm... but only Okespor gives 
Barefoot performance in all conditions. 
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1992 Okespors at your favorite shop today. 
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by Cort Lamed 


Holding It In 


Oversheeting The Sail 
During A Jibe 

W hy do I lose all my speed in 
the jibes?" the man asked 
_ humbly. 

M B I 'That's easy to explain/' I 
said. "You're probably leaning back and 
digging the tail in because you're not 
oversheeting the sail. You need to 
oversheet to lose power in the sail. By 
doing this, it'll allow you to keep your 
weight forward, which in turn will keep 
you from leaning back and digging the 


the sail to the point where wind spills off 
the front of the sail. 

"What most people did for years in 
jibing when they were powered was to 
lean back against the pressure on the sail, 
rather than unsheet the sail. I'm not sure 
who really brought about the actual 
technique of oversheeting, but it revolu¬ 
tionized jibing because it allowed you to 
keep your weight forward so you could 
use the board's speed and just dump the 
pressure in the sail." 

"Does it take a lot of strength to do 
it?" he asked. 

"No. The key to oversheeting is 
having the leverage to hold the sail in by 


the sail prematurely, resulting in a loss 
in power at the start of the jibe. 

"Holding the sail in successfully," I 
continued, "is a result of a combination 
of different techniques, and understand¬ 
ing the combination of what you're 
doing and how it works is the key. 

"First, sliding your back hand back on 
the boom so you have leverage over the 
sail. Second, flexing your front ankle up 
against the footstrap, so your knee is 
bent and your heel is off the deck during 
the initiation phase of the jibe. This helps 
keep you from being pulled forward off 
the front of the board in the turn. It's 
important that both knees are bent and 


onae your hand back at least 10 inches to 
get more leverage over the sail. 


tail in and stalling the board out." 

He still looked puzzled. Maybe the 
concept of oversheeting the sail during 
the jibe isn't the easiest thing to explain 
to people. As I told him, the reason we 
oversheet the sail is that it allows us to 
shut the sail's power off—what I didn't 
tell him was how we oversheet. 

T . f C/ let me ^ t0 ex P lain it to you," 
I told him. "Oversheeting the sail during 
the jibe is the way we spill or dump 
wind in the sail without unsheeting the 
sail in the conventional manner 

wan^nT” 7 ” Windsuifin & when we 
want to dump power in the sail, we 

backhand ' 8 pHIing the wind 
off the trailing edge of the sail. In 

overeheeting in the jibe, we oversheet 

windsurfing 


angle, or you'll get backwinded. 

sliding the back hand back on the boom 
That way you have more leverage 
holding the sail in during the oversheet 
I recommend that most people move the 
back hand back on the boom before they 
unhook from the harness. If that's the 
hist movement in your setup prepara- 
hon then you won't forget to have your 
hand m the correct position to hold the 
sail in when you jibe the sail. 

"I actually do it differently," I said 
raising my hands to grab hold of an ' 
imaginary set of booms. "I cup my back 
hand loosely and slide the boom forward 
by leaning the front hand forward, and d 
sliding the rear hand back as I lean 
sad forward. I do this because 

hand back initially tends to oversheet 


flexed in the direction of the turn; the 
more you bend your knees, the easier it 
is for you to avoid getting pulled over 
the front of the board." 

I read about this in Windsurfing 
Magazine," he said. "But every time I try 
it, I get dusted. What am I doing 
wrong?" 

Tou're probably not going fast 
enough. It's of the utmost importance 
that you have a great deal of board 
speed as you head into the turn. The 
slower you're going relative to wind 
speed, the more pressure there is on y °^ 
and the harder it'll be for you to actually 
lean forward into the turn, and the mo# 
pressure on the sail as you try to 
oversheet it. Make sure that you're 


unhooked early and that you've found a 
smooth place to initiate your turn or a 
wave face to bank off," I told him. 

"What should it feel like when I 
oversheet the sail properly?" he asked. 

"Initially, as you begin the carve with 
your foot pressure, and as you lean the 
sail forward, there'll be a tremendous 
pull forward from the sail. Holding the 
sail in, you begin to feel the pull on the 
sail lessen. If you continue to hold the 
sail, the sail begins to feel neutral as it 
begins to luff clew first. You need to 
start adjusting the angle of the sail as the 
board makes its way through the turn. If 
you don't, the sail will backwind, and 



to lean back against the sail, digging the 
tail in and stalling the board out. 


you'll get flattened to leeward." 

"Yeah, I remember that. When I did 
try to hold the boom in, the sail 
whopped me upside the head. So you 
think I was holding the sail in too long, 
huh?" 

"Probably. When you feel the pressure 
going off the sail, start letting it back out, 
but keep carving the board, otherwise 
you'll just round back up... Do you think 
you understand now?" I asked. 

"Maybe." ■ 


LARNED, instructional editor for 
Windsurfing Magazine, is sponsored by 
Neil Pryde, Fin Works, Body Glove, 

Sea tret id, PoiverBar, Robichaud Battens, 
Visual Speed, and Vela. 
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CALL ANN TO SET UP THE 
ULTIMATE BIG WINDS 
GORGE VACATION 

800 - 426-4981 


After years of being shrouded in 
secrecy, the now legendary Coach 
finally reveals his secret recipe for 
relief of terminal slogging: 

— one new fresh board 

(must be Mistral, Hi-Tech or GEM] 

leading edge sail design-minimum one, 

■ no maximum (must be North Sails, 
Sailworks, Waddell or Simmer Style] 

m boom, base & mast (must be Da Kine, 
North, Chinook, Fiberspar or Sailworks] 

appropriate neoprene topping 
m (O’Neill only, please] 

ALL ingredients in stock and available in 
part or whole (ooh, what savings!) 


JULY 


19 9 2 


o 

































.•-•OV/. 


The island of St. John has ample bays and coves for nighttime anchoring. 


BY TONY FINN A.N'D, T R A C E YTWT^^ 

."Where's Patrick?" The thought'kept'^'windsurfing, the world's most beautiful 
running through my mind'as our 51-foot/ beaches, the close.proximity of 50 islands, 

Beneteau raced down theTace of thVfoJ- tye affordable, yacht charters, the rum 
lowing sea. Scanning the horizon where I pungh;gceat Scuba and snorkeling, and... 
thought he should be, I could see only,th£ ffiJujfi punch. 5 . 

top of h]s mast when our boat and his j ^ach of us ,h'adfa different reason for 
windsurfer were in phase at the crests of ’coining 

the waves. sun anddrink rytm piinth all day. Patrick 

What brought uS^to the Virgin'Is- was,.;n search;-o//riuclear winds. Tracey//* % 
lands^-someof the finest sailing waters on 7 wanted/to .team to; Windsurf and t scuba V\ r 
the planet—was the sparkling turquoise / -dive. John planned to enjoy hatching} . • /»**/' 
sea, the rum punch, consistent 10- to 20- Monique lay in the sun, drink rum punch,' j> ^ t* 
knot: trade winds, fantastic lush vegeta- ^nd bnush upon his sailing skills.-Glaudia ' 
tion, the rum punch, high-quality was looking foj consistent v&ndstbpr^ 
f tice her jibes. I wanted to pl^y'capialn bfW * >>•?; & 

l_ big sailing yacht and prove-tha$ power 

No three? he 

fea.Nl about j^providcs an Instant attitude mg our 

. trip. Fitted with three doublfe staterooms/ storaV 


within minutes. Across thestreet Was Car¬ 
ibbean Boardsailing and West Indies*' 
Windsurfing where we rented our gear. 
Stoked at the wide selection and quality of 
the equipment, we got two course boards, 
ifialom board, and a custom board along 
witl\ six sails frorn^O tqfetv . . 

We spent the jfirst night in Charlotte 
Amalie, the capital of St. Thomas and the 
. most populated part offthe islands, enjoy- 


ST/JOHN , USVI 
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Crew members aboard Sea Spray II. 
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Incredibly stunning beachesi rim 
John's shore,. Trunk Bay, 'where we' 


jumped snip and paddled into some nice 
uncrowded surf, Whilp the test of the crev>' 
continued and anchored in tjie lee behind 
Dubois Point in CaneGarden Bay. With its 
pink hotel and^crescent-moon-shap^ 
beach, this bay is tljie perfect cover for any 
travel magazine. ? ' 

The local tradition on Tortola is t° 
hitchhike. Claudfk threw out her thumb 
anddhe first Jeep stopped just as a 
rain started to fall:Driving in the island^ 
always an adventure.'nut when it rain| 
it's especially hair-raisirfg. The lush gr^ 
islands are'.Volcanic so they rise from SLk< 
level to 1,000 feet faster than Space Mpn n ' 
tain. V{Ve skidded and slid\our way to t J 
top ofj the mountain, |hen gained sp eC .: 

going downhill. Out of.control. The dn^ 

didn't pelp much. Later we found old h e 
more than just a regular at Bomba • 
Bomb^sis known for its special(p u ^ 
blend full of secret ingredients that 


Mu,v»mvin-vi -- i t 

last few waves as the sun set behind him. 
U was, spiritual’ A daytaler, We anchored 
jn a beautify! sheltered cove on Beef Island 
called Trellis Bay. At poon, after a typical 
leisurely island breakfast of muffins, fresh 
tropical fruits, juice, and Jimmy Buffet, 
Patrick decided to windsurf to our next 
port of cap I ie'figged up and set out for 


waves got bigger. We sky..turned gray any 
a light rayi Wgar> to fall—-not an ordiiyiry 
day. in'the Virgin Inlands. ’/ ' ■' 

1 began to wonder 'rvyhefe> Patrick T 
We were less ihtm a mile from Cocjpcf 
Island and we hadn't seen him since pass : 
inr the southern end of Vjxgin Gorda. 

Anchored at the C ooper island-Beach 
'Club we spotted Patrick enthusiastically 
downing a mm punch at the Beach Club 
tv.r "Killer sail/' 1 was all he said when we 
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treated to the normal easterly trades once 
again. While the clear water, warm 
weather, righteous wind, gorgeous 
beaches, and rum punch were the same 
throughout the trip, each island had some¬ 
thing different and unique to offer. Not to 
be missed is Virgin Gorda's Bitter End 
Yacht Club, a long but worthwhile sail to 
what seems like the end of the earth. 

The windsurfing conditions on Virgin 
Gorda are excellent for all skill levels. A 
large opening between island mountains 
on the far windward edge of the island 


funnels a stiff breeze into Gorda Sound, 
creating some of the best high-wind, 
flatwater sailing imaginable. For begin¬ 
ners, the sound also possesses sheltered 
inlets with lighter winds. For non-sailors, 
the Baths, an area of huge, unexplained 
boulders standing on end and leaning 
against each other create huge grottos that 
provide lifelong memories. 

Many nights were spent running into 
other sailors from all over the world. The 
stories would start to flow. Other evenings 
were spent anchored in some deserted 


cove with nothing but the skv the 

the friendship shared . As the air coni!!^! 

orange sun bathed us with its eoIH» ' ;U|1 
before the sky faded into a soft p u 8 'N 
our favorite time of day. ^ ur Ple-Jj 

To be honest, we haven't 
scratched the surface of places to E *1 
things to see in the Virgins fim ' 
windsurfing and sailing vacation fa ,*1 
excellent start. It's exciting, advent,,™ 
and affordable. All you need to brin e ^' - 
yourself. Leaving, on the other hand I' 
always more difficult. ■ 41 












:**3s**r- 


K r 




To find out more about bareboat 
cruising in the Virgins, contact. 


Caribbean Yacht Owners Ac 


J^, d ’"formation about r 

windsurfing equipment rental, P)n Ea ‘ h r 1 "' 1 Watersports, RedHook 
contact: St - Tfl °mas, USVI 00802 , 809 - 775 - 

- ... - 66, Lessons /rentals, and cnloc 1992 BIC 


. - ' 




, • lhoma s, USVI 00802 , 809 - 775 - 
Carlhk cjj' . j on ?/ rer "als, and sales. 1992 BIC 

Box 7021 StT B °" r< * sa ***" 9 , PO fleet nT” SU 'f n9ec l u, P menf exclusively. New 
^ 6 - 3486 or 809 - 776 S .i 7 SVI °° 80,/ 8 ° 9 ' P° w erboats available for rent as well. 

Wh^urfina r H 1,alS '^ IS,ral ' ^ an °^HiFly' B ,nd,e * Windsurfing, PO 

certifiedllfoS aWQ J Qn ? Gaas,ra - Mistral ^ 7 ! ,omos ' USVI 00803 ' 8 ° 9 ' 

a ges.Oneoftli ,an yac ^ fan ^ hotel pack- 3ervin 9 islands for 13 years. 

centers in the . e ( ^ 0stcom pl e tewindsurfing * ° nd ^ S . ales and ren,al e ^'P men> 

. islands. 9 recreational to race. Pro-Tech, F2, Tiga, 

eatrend, O'Brien, BIC, and more. 
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\A ike Waltze, a 
dominant force at 
0 f the 10 previous 
Marui/O'Neill events on 
Maui, recalls contests of 
just a few years ago, when 
everyone had an idea 
who'd win the wave por¬ 
tion based on perfor¬ 
mances in weeks prior to 
the event. It was the slalom 
that provided most of the 
suspense. Now, he says, 
those days are gone for¬ 
ever. With everyone sail¬ 
ing so well, any one of a 
dozen guys can come out 
on top in the surf—which 
was exactly what hap¬ 
pened this year. 

For the first time in the 
event's extremely lucky 
history, the Marui/O'Neill 
this April was unable to 
determine winners due to a 
lack of wind over the entire 
12-day window, not to 
mention disburse the total 
prize money of $ 180,000. 

Although the first day 
had good conditions, nar¬ 
rowing the wave competi¬ 
tion to a final 12 of 64, the 
only other wind came on 
day two—just enough for 
Bjorn Dunkerbeck to win 
all three course races and 
$6,000. These days, ev¬ 
eryone knows Dunkerbeck 
will win the course racing. 

Just one day of shooting 
in the Hookipa surf sup¬ 
plies us with more shots to 
choose from than a month 
anywhere else. See for 
yourself, any one of these 
guys could have taken first 
prize. 
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Many of the first Hookipa sailors are sHII some of the hottest guys on the water. Pete Cabr.nha certa.nly falls .ntoftat category. 
The driving bottom turn of photo number one conjures up images of Cabrmha round.ng a mark m an early m and out" contest. 
Photo two shows the same style that made him a star in 1983. And .f you use your .mag.nahon you can see h.m domg 
the very same move with his famous red-and-yellow sw.rl mrbrushed board By shot number three, you reahze it's 
the '90s, and that people weren't getting this critical when Cabrmha first started. 


JULY 


19 9 2 
































LEFT: Lisa Lisa... LaTarte and Neuburger are working their 
way up the charts. Here out just jammin' off the same Kanaha 


'i/SPi 
































WRONG: 

and it's hanffo! 


WRONG: / rake the sail 
back, heading the board 
upwind. 


WRONG: My weigl 
obviously too far for* 
I slide my back foot u t 
step around the mast. 


WRONG: The 

results are 
obvious. 


on the inside rail, rake the sail back, and sheet 


RIGHT: Front hand to 


mast, rake back, front foot in front of mast. 


RIGHT: / shift my weight onto my front leg as board heads into wind. 


RIGHT: / slide my back hand forward and my back foot to the mast 


at seven o'clock, with curiosity getting the 
best of me, I dragged myself out of bed and 
staggered to the fax machine. The fax read: 
Dear Scott, 

I need you to write an article on the 
problems associated with tacking long- 
boards and shortboards. Call me if you 
have any questions. 

By the way, I need it today! Thanks, 
Debbie Snow 

I was sick to my stomach. A vision of 
that poster you sometimes see at auto re¬ 
pair shops, with all those mechanics 
doubled over laughing, and the line at the 


bottom, "You want it when?" popped into 
my head. I started to laugh. 

Still, this should be easy, I thought. I 
mean it's been a while since I last sailed a 
longboard. Hell, I don't even own one 
anymore, but I'm sure BIC will lend me 
one. And I've been doing longboard tacks 
for years, and shortboard tacks are a snap. 
So what's so hard about this article any¬ 
way? I started arranging it in my mind: 

'Tacking is the first maneuver most 
sailors master while learning to sail. In 
fact, tacking is a lot easier than jibing on a 
longboard. With shortboards, it's usually 


R ing... ring... ring... 'Thank God for 
the fax machine," I thought as it 
finally picked up. My brain was 
screaming; still, I hit the light button on my 
watch—4:27 a.m. I had gotten in at three in 
the morning from a night of drinking 
Coors Light aggressively at Maui's only 
decent bar, Casanova's. Needless to say, I 
wasn't in the mood for the early-morning 
high-tech communications. 

Still, I wanted to know what was up. So 


l P”ot my new front foot. 


step back, puling 


"doslleanrig forward. 


RIGHT: I'm on the new tack and I hike out to resist pull of the wind. 


RIGHT: / push with my front foot to make nose head off the wind. 


the board too 
for into the wind, 
which makes it 
difficult to get around 
the mast. 


WRONG; 

Much time < 
hoard. 


WRONG: Instead, I try to pull 


onV P ^ dingho 
0n toe front of the 


*W>NG:/need to 
forward 
yke the board 
'or away. 


the sail across from this point. 
I'm about to end up in the 
water. 
































































RIGHT: Begin 
carving upwind by 
raking the sail back. 


RIGHT: Drop your hand to the 
mast and move your weight 
forward. 


RIGHT: Slide your 
back hand to the mast 
on the boom. 

Transfer your weight 
to your front foot and 
slide your back foot 
up to your front foot. 


RIGHT: Pivot off y ( 


kiwi i • rivot ott your new 
front foot as vou pull the sail 
across your body. 


WRONG: Head board up—hand on mast. 


WRONG: Too far forward, oversheelii 


WRONG: The board is past head to wind. 


m going to get wet again. 


the opposite. As sailors progress in sailing 
shortboards, they usually learn to do a 
shaky jibe, and then after they get that 
down adequately, they might attempt to 
do a very shaky tack. 

"Why tack anyway? Well, tacking in 
most cases will get you upwind to the 
buoy or back to where you started sailing 
from much faster than jibing will. The way 
1 figure it the less time going upwind, the 
better. What I mean is, I would much 
rather go off the wind on a reach than 
upwind anytime, so you might as well on 


going, and even more importantly, start 
reaching again." 

Well, I dug up a longboard, hooked up 
with photographer Darrell Jones, and 
headed out to the water to get a start on 
this "easy" article. 

At first I couldn't do it. I was all over the 
place. Was it the pressure of performing 
this easy maneuver in front of the camera 
or what? I wasn't sure. So I thought back to 
my longboard days, taking it step-by-step 
and re-taught myself: * V 

"Okay first," I mumbled to myself. 
Inink about component '/ 


The easiest way to get your longboard 
to point upwind comfortably," I began, 
almost like I was two people, "is to have 
your mast step forward and your 
daggerboard straight down or close to it. 
Tacking is still possible with your 
daggerboard up and your mast step back, 
but it takes a lot more effort and it's much 
less stable. 

ci J he . b L 0a / d and ri 8 are much more 
m asl step forward and the 

-This will make it 

ling you never 
is sail with the 
daggerboard 


down, the board wants to flip over and rail 
up on you. However, if the wind is really 
light, then it actually helps the board come 
around faster." 


forward. Keeping the sail raked back, you 
step forward and move your front hand 
from the boom to the mast. 

"At this point, you should be almost 
straight into the wind and your front foot 
should be right next to the mast step. You 
want to keep your mast as upright as pos¬ 
sible, which keeps your sail powered. 
Now you want to pivot from one side of 
the board to the other. Keep your mast in 
close to your body as you start your move 
around the front of the board. At this 
point, your board should still have for¬ 
ward momentum. Your board should be 
straight into the wind as you execute your 


tack, pivoting on your front foot, and your 
mast should be almost straight up. 

"As you assume the new position on the 
other side of the board, both hands should 
be on the boom. Your feet should be lined 
up behind the mast step with your front foot 
just behind the mast step and your back 
foot directly behind it. Now, as you sheet 
in, keep the mast in front of you with your 
front arm extended. Sheet in with your 
back hand and push off with your front 
foot. This should drive the nose of the board 
off the wind. As the nose comes around, 
step back and rake the rig back and head 
off on your new point of sail." 


"Okay, good," I thought. "Now what 
about my technique?" 

Normally, when you do a longboard 
tack, the first thing you want to do is sheet 
in with your back hand and shift your 
weight to your back foot. Keep your front 
arm fully extended. This will keep your 
sail powered. As the board points into the 
wind, you start to move your body weight 


daggerboard down. 71. 
much easier to tack. One 
want to do when it's wind 
mast step back anH 


WRONG: Went around the sail too 


WRONG: I make it around sail, sheet 


WRONG: / start falling back 


WRONG: Should have brought my snorkel. 


in the water. 


RIGHT: Shift your 
weight accordingly 
so vou can maintain 
balance, even if the 
board is under 
water. 


RIGHT i Keep your weight 

l2Zt n H 00,as / 0 “»eP 

anXfcOit y ° Ur °° ck W 

a "d begin sheeting in. 


RIGHT: Push the nose of the 
board away with your front 
foot, lean back, and begin 
sheeting the sail in. 












































"All right. I've got it so far. So what 
was I doing wrong?" 

'The most important thing is to keep 
forward momentum and not stop or 
freeze halfway through your tack." 


forward and sheet in. Also, push the nose 
of the board off the wind by pushing the 
board with your new front foot. As the 
board heads off on the new reach, shift 
your weight back and rake the rig back. 
The shorter the board, the more important 


longboard. The only difference is that y 0u 
have to tack faster and not take as many 
steps. In tacking a shortboard, speed is the 
key. You also need to keep your sail fiU ec j 
with wind as much of the time as possible 
because you're dealing with a lot less vol- 


SHORTBOARD TACKS ARE A SNAP... 


I was shaky to say the least, and be¬ 
sides the Advil hadn't really kicked in yet. 
Another problem I was having was not 
getting the board all the way around 
through the turn before I started to go 
around the sail. Also, I was tacking too 
soon or tacking too late. And I had forgot¬ 
ten that you have to go around the mast 
when the board is pointing straight into 
the wind, otherwise you'll get slammed in 
the water. 

After a period of time making these 
various mistakes, I started to rip off tack 
after tack without a problem. I sailed in 
and grabbed my shortboard to do the 
shortboard part of this article. 

"No problem," I thought. "Shortboard 
tacks are a snap... NOT!" Once again I was 
struggling, and this time, even on my 
shortboard. I knew it wasn't my gear. 
There's no mast track or daggerboard to 
position, so what was the problem? It 
must be a question of technique. 

"Soihere I was, Mr. Split Personality, 
re-teaching myself how to tack a 
shortboard." 

"I know how to do a shortboard tack," 
I said to myself. "Sailing along on a beam 
reach, sheet in and rake your sail back. As 
your board points into the wind, begin 
moving your foot position forward. This 
moves your body weight forward and 
keeps your speed up for your tack. 

"If you're not planing, as you lose 
speed, shift your weight slightly forward. 
Now, as your weight comes forward, 
bring your rig forward slightly, keeping 
your back hand sheeted in. This will keep 
your board turning into the eye of the 
wind. Now, as you keep turning into the 
wind, you'll have almost no momentum. 
Sheet all the way in with your back hand 
and you should be straight into the wind. 

"Next, make your move to change 
tacks. Just before you make your pivot 
from one tack to the other, take your front 
hand off the boom and grab the mast. 
Then pivot on your front foot and slide 
your back foot up to the front foot. Then 
slide the new back foot back on the other 
side of the board. As soon as your feet are 
positioned on the new tack, lean the sail 

w I N 0 S U K r | N C 


speed is, so you want to tack much faster 
than on a bigger, floatier board. 

"In many regards, shortboard tacking 
is very much the same as tacking your 



TACKING PROBLEMS 


Although longboard and shortboard 
tacks are different, generally the problems 
people have with them are similar. 

► Not rounding far onough into 
the wind. 

On both longboards and shortboards, 
keeping momentum through the maneuver 
is critical. One sure way to keep your 
momentum is to hold the clew sheeted in 
until the nose of your board is well through 
the eye of the wind, 

► Not keeping your weight on 
the centerline off the board. 

Generally, the slower you're moving, 
the more centered (widthwise) on the board 
you need to remain. Naturally, this comes 
into play in tacking. Throughout the move, 
stay light on your feet as you go from one 
side of the board to the other, putting "real" 
weight on the board only when you're right 
in front of the mast. 

► Getting lazy during the last 
halff off the tack. 

Most sailors can get through sheeting in 
and rounding up, but once they get around 
the mast, they think their tacking job is over. 
Thaf s simply not the case. On the back half 
of the tack, you need to lean the mast 
forward toward the nose and sheet in with 
your back hand. This will drive the nose off 
the wind and get you back to speed. 

► Pulling the mast too dose to 
your body. 

On most types of tacks, you want to 
keep your mast on the side of the board 
opposite from your body. That is, it's usu- 
ally best to keep your front arm extended, 
holding the mast away from you through 
the maneuver. 

► Hot using Hi. mast as a tran- 
sIHon point. 

Dropping your front hand to the mast 
« you begin your lack helps you keep in 
Poahon during the entry to the maneuver. 


ume in your board, and this will help to 
maintain your balance. 

"When tacking either board, keep 
your momentum going throughout the 
tack. If you stop moving while making a 
tack, you'll find yourself in trouble. You 
want to move from one step to the next 
without pausing." 

"Another important aspect to consider 
is keeping your weight over the center of 
the board and your mast close to your 
body. If you let your mast get away from 
you, you'll find it hard to keep control of 
your rig." 

"Yeah, okay," I thought. "So, what 
was wrong with my technique?" 

At first I wasn't getting the board to go 
all the way through the turn, and I ended 
up getting backwinded when I went 
around to the other side. Then I 
oversheeted too much and ended up get¬ 
ting backwinded on the original side. 

Slipping back into personality number 
two: 

"You need to go around the sail when 
the board is pointing straight into the 
wind." 

Then back to personality one (the fits 
were coming faster now): 

"Yeah, I've got that together, but now 
I'm taking little baby steps, and losing all 
my speed. And I'm pausing in front of the 
mast and falling in at the nose of the 
board." 

Well, I finally did remember how to do 
a tack, and as I analyzed what I had been 
doing wrong, I began tacking effortlessly 
tack after tack. Still puzzled though, 1 
asked myself, "So what was wrong with 
me today?" 

I sailed back in tired and frustrated, 
grabbed a cold Coors Light out of my 
cooler, and there it was right in my hand/ 
the answer to my question. The whole 
reason for my tacking problems to begi* 1 
with... I was hung over. I threw the beer 
back in the cooler and grabbed the Pepsi 
instead. ■ 


SCOTT TRUDON is sponsored by Blp 
Sport, UP Sails, Sailboard Vacations , Nautti' 
Da Kine, and Body Glove. 
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1 never liked the idea of a windsurfing 
clinic. I windsurf for fun, and the 
idea of a clinic doesn't connote fun. 
You go to a clinic to heal the sick, fix 
what's broke, submit your sorry self 
to the scrutiny of science. 

I didn't perceive my windsurfing self 
as particularly sorry. True, I wasn't about 
to win an event, crank a new move, or earn 
the awe of my peers, but I wasn't in it for 
that. I was in it for the sheer adrenalized/oy 
that jolted through me whenever I got 
hard-wired to wind and water. And as 
long as I had the skills to get me a fix of that 
stuff, I was happy. 

Of course, I'd been to clinics. You know 
the kind. The one-night stands put on by 
itinerant pros forced to tour the hinter¬ 
lands by their Mephistophelean spon¬ 
sors—like watching the sad ending in a 
Mauian adaptation of Faust. In Act 1, the 
sponsorship deal—negotiated over 
drinks with umbrellas after a hard day at 
Hookipa-was worth freedom itself. But 
now the obligation comes due and here is 
our hero, as far from the ocean as you can 
get, smack dab in the middle of Wisconsin, 
for Gods sake, slapping at mosquitoes 

lr Wenn8 * e Same old ^estions 
from this evening's assemblage of rubes 

H ^Hhshouldlhavemyboonrs?H ow tm 

should I have my footstraps? Where shoufd I 

W'NOSURFin,. 


put my mast? We cynics in the audience— 
there only for the raffle—are hoping that 
in tonight's performance he'll break com¬ 
pletely free from the script and tell the 
unsuspecting idolizer just where to 
wedge that one-piece. 

As you can tell, as far as clinics go, what 
Father Hayes first pinpointed in fourth 
grade still holds true. I've got a bad atti¬ 
tude—which makes it all the more sur¬ 
prising that I went to a full-blown, shell- 
out-the-bucks, multiday clinic with Nevin 
Sayre at the Vela Highwind Center in 
Cabarete, and not only learned some- 
thing, but I enjoyed it. 

I must be getting old. 

GETTING PAST denial 

Traveling the vast span from cynical 
smugness to eager learner is a series of 
small steps that starts with a big stumble 
Like a substance abuser getting past de- 
nial, you ve got to stand in fronts your 

peers at Wasted Windsurfers Anon^ 

mous, and say, "My name's Jim 

windsurfer. And I suck." 3 

Fust, something has to shock you out 

my waterstartsand jibes together.Ihadal] 




i'll find that most schedule a classroom-type session in the 

. ... -| a simulator —now a common- 


;„d conditions, you 


Here Nevin Sayre demonstrates using 
at most clinics. 
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I needed to go out and be pounded into 
that blissful state of exhaustion we all love 
too well. And since my immediate peer 
group plateaued with me, we were, as the 

Turtles sang, happy together. 

That lasted about as long as Eden. Then 
one of us came back from a vacation 
flaunting duck jibes or barrel rolls, and the 
plateau crumbled-which is no problem 
to those of us who love a challenge, who 
have the self-discipline to teach ourselves 
not just the new trick, but one better, until 
the water is rife with one-upmanship. 

But I have little skill and less self-disci¬ 
pline. Sure, I've been known to rig a sail 
and actually practice on land, in my back 
yard... once. And, yeah, I do read, even 


sometimes study the How-To articles in the 
mags. But even if I get the order of theHozo- 
To photos right, for the life of me I can't 
figure out what happened in the nanosec¬ 
ond between photos four and five. If I do, 
and actually try to mimic the hand and" 
footwork of that particular move, I'm able 
to recreate what would happen on water 
I crash. 

I finally admitted that I needed help— 
afact easier to face when I heard there was 
a dime with Nevin Sayre at the Vela 
Highwmd Center in Cabarete, the Do- 
nunican Republic. I'd been to Cabarete 

of / e r; S beforeand knew it had the mix 
of conditions I wanted: a nice, no-obstacles 
bay, a real wave-producing, low-hazard 
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offer clinics as well To find 203-656-0799 
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dealer. hirer, resort, or local 
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reef, and a sandy bozo beach that thos 
broken limb or equipment will wash 
without crossing a major body of wate^J 0 
short, fun and safe. * n 

I'd heard Nevin was a good teacher 
which is an important qualifier i n th' 
clinic-choosing process. I'm not su/ 
whether the old maxim. Those who can d * 
those who can't, teach, is true or not. Bum 
also know that those who can, can also teach 
is not necessarily true. Being a good 
teacher is a talent in and of itself, and no 
cover photo or competition results should 
siderail your pursuit to answer the essen¬ 
tial question: You know they can sail, but 
can they teach? Nevin could and did. 

THE LESS TECHNICAL, 

THE BETTER 

Plenty of self-appointed experts know, 
or will theorize ad nauseam, why a certain 
kind of equipment or technique works. 
The problem is, even if they're right, they 
either make you feel like an idiot or put 
you to sleep. They use technospeak to 
teach, not English. 

A good teacher translates the technical 
to the understandable, features to ben¬ 
efits. For example, when an expert goes 
into how and why a particular fin planfom 
enhances cross-laminar flow, my attention 
fades faster than new jeans in a bucket of 
bleach. But tell me as simply as possible 
what kind of fin will get me planing faster 
and Jibing easier, and you have my full 

A good teacher also understands that 
many of us avoid a technical dissection of 
windsurfing because we fear that by re¬ 
ducing it to a series of mechanical actions, 
the sport will lose its soul. We don't want 
to share the fate of the young Samuel 
emens, who, once he memorized every 
sandbar and snag of the Mississippi while 
earning the technical trade of riverboat 

hi 0 K 0n fu day realized ' "All the grace, the 
uty, the poetry had gone out of the 
majestic river... Since those days, I have 
pitied doctors from my heart. What does 
the lovely flush in a beauty's cheek mean 
3 octor but a "break' that ripples above 
some deadly disease?" 

So a really good clinic or lesson uses 
n y as much technical analysis as is 
needed to solve individual problems. For 
ample, you'll find out why you haven't 
ma ea J ibe ,and how to correct it to make 
more of your time on the water. Let's face 
I' here s more beauty, poetry, and sheer 
m carving a jibe than putting your 
Knees through your sail. 

at probably explains why virtually 
everyone at the clinic I attended, and I 
suspect at most advanced clinics, wanted 
0 earn how to jibe better and more con sis - 



1 'including Steve, the experienced 
teur racer from upstate New York, 
ama , the ex-computer salesman who'd 
^ed 1° Cabarete five years before and 
m ° n t the majority of his time since on the 
Phil, the 50-something paint-re¬ 
aver mogul, John and Nancy, Kent, 
Walter, Dave, Anita, Gary, Rob, and me. 
We ranged in ability from intermediate to 
advanced wave sailor, but we all wanted 
to jibe better. We'd tried teaching our¬ 
selves, and found both students and 
teachers lacking. 

WHAT IT TAKES TO TEACH— 

AND LEARN 

As a former teacher, I know that one of 
the great tests of teaching effectiveness is 
how well you're able to hold your stu¬ 
dents' attention. You're always competing 
against distractions. And, unfortunately 
for windsurfing instructors, they're forced 
to compete against major-league distrac¬ 
tions. Nevin was no exception. 

We sat in the shade of swaying palms, 
flanked by a rack of fully rigged sails and 
an open-walled beachfront bar. At our 
backs was the beach and ocean. Jeff, a Vela 
instructor who competed daily with the 
full onslaught of tropical distractions, tied 
a sail between two palm trees to block our 
view of the beach. But we could still see 
through the window. 

So it was with profound awe and admi¬ 
ration that I'm able to testify that in the face 
of perhaps the most insidious array of 
distractions known to man—sun, sky, sea, 
and topless sunbathers—Nevin not only 
captured but held our attention for three 
horns every morning. We sat. We listened. 

—is this guy Mr. Rogers or what?— 
we learned. 

d is easy. Making sure each stu- 

en earns is the tough part. Whether deal- 
8 with one student or 10, a good instruc¬ 
ts is not just empathetic, but takes the 
th* 6 ' ° so ^ c ^ questions and make sure 
ha/ ^ Successfull y answered. You don't 
ho// 0 re ^ ect * on 8 on Y our own educa¬ 
te/ e *P erien ces to realize how difficult 
q While we all heard, "No 

still h -T ! S a stu P*d oue," how many of us 
atanv 1 T * as ^ ^ ven when we did, how 
real/ ° ^ P resse< d the teacher until we 

^understood? 

Water 6 k. ottom ”hne benefit of an on-the- 
can c hnic is that learning 

n Umbe te< ^' re hned, and proven in a 
r of ways. First, you actually test the 

jP^e turns practicing various 
oltnost 0n "l e simulator. You can learn 
Barnes* er Y™ /n 9 on these contraptions— 
th» t? a 9 e ' 9 etf ing in the straps , even 
footwork ana sailwork for jibing. 



advice to see if it fits, you understand » 
and you correctly apply it. Second th' 
instructor can see what the problem's rl 

Third—and^th^ rt,he h CUSt ° ndZe so ^ ut * ons - 
t hird-and this is the bottom-line reason 

hit bTd H H 8 d y0Ur CynidSm ' correc «ng 
that bad attitude, spending your money 

and possibly subverting the essence of 
vacation with organized activities—vid¬ 
eos of you in action let the instructor ana¬ 
lyze your style and show you frame by 
slow-motion frame, in one-thirtieth-of-a- 
second increments, what you're doing 
right and what you're doing wrong. 

I shouldn't be so surprised by this. I 
make my living writing and producing 
videos. But I'd never personally put my¬ 
self and my pride before the camera. And 
I'd never learned so much about my 
windsurfing in so short a time. 

If you take away only one thing from 
this article, let it be this: Go to a clinic that 
offers day-by-day personal video analysis. 

SEEING IS BELIEVING 

It's 6 p.m. and my clinic compatriots 
and I have assembled at the Hp bar in 
beautiful downtown Cabarete, all of a 
hundred yards away from the Vela Sailing 
Center and our respective hotels/con¬ 
dos/homes. No one is late. Since that 
afternoon's sailing session, we've had 
time to shower and I've amputated a piece 
of aloe plant to apply to a set of blisters like 
I've never had before—harness lines too 
long, sand on the booms, and too stoked to 
stop, adjust, rinse, whatever. So now I 
have to suffer. 

The H 2 0 has some of the only video 
monitors in town. Fortunately, Jeannie, 
who spent the afternoon womanning the 
camcorder, also bartends here, and opens 


early for us. Cervezas in hand, we gather 
ln th . e c ° o1 blue glow of the tube and, to 

vaiyingdegrees,submit ourselves to pub¬ 
lic humiliation and Nevin's cheerful but 
uncompromising critique. 

I, of course, through my own total fault, 
suffer the largest degree of aforemen¬ 
tioned humiliation. After all, I'm the guy 
taking notes for an article, so I must be 
good. I'm the guy who, earlier that day, 
didn't take the humble road, like the 
smarter, better sailors, and say I wanted to 
improve my jibes. No, I implied that my 
jibes were fine, I wanted to perfect my duck 
jibes, jump jibes, work on a helicopter 
tack.... 

There is justice in the world and I'm 
suffering for it now. "Here comes Jim!" 
Nevin announces, recognizing me on 
camera before I do. "Since when did so 
much of my scalp show?" I'm wondering, 
while Nevin, like Marv Albert narrating 
sports bloopers on Late Night, intones, "He 
unhooks, he looks, he weights the leeward 
rail, but-it-doesn't-look-like-he's-staying- 
sheeted-in and he, oh-oh, falls!" 

'Thanks so much, Mr. World Cup," I 
think as he hits the rewind, and I, cringing, 
am made an example of. "You should 
have seen my outside jibe," I whine. By the 
third replay, the jokes are gone and, sur¬ 
prisingly, the embarrassment has been re¬ 
placed by concentration. So this is how I jibe. 
While I've seen myself on videotape be¬ 
fore, I've never really studied how I sailed, 
and with Nevin's now-welcome help, I see 
that, despite my repeated dunkings, 
there's only one real weakness to my jibe. 
Nevin takes the time to show me what I'm 
doing right so I won't change that—good 
board speed and form, solid initiation, 
tight carve, but I lose board speed and then 

































worry about what I can't control 
Cabarete, I mountain-biked, body-s Ur f 
walked, ran, read, relaxed. But 1 would » 
have been surprised if the mood at th* 
clinic had turned sour, even ugly % 
Thursday, I overheard a German coupl e \ 
one of the other windsurfing centers 
swear they'd never return to Cabarete 
They pointed their ugly fingers of blameat 
that clinic's instructors, their travel agent 
the town, whatever, and whomever.... 

But if you must blame something ^ 
such situations, you can only blame your- 
seif, and only if you believe in the karma 
you've earned in past lives. What did yo u 
do then to get skunked now? It couldn't 
have been much. Because, after all, y 0u 
were reincarnated into a life that affords 
the health and prosperity to sit on a beach 
and wait for the wind. Others would savor 
that wait; we should too. 

Phil, the 50-something windsurfer, is 
something of a clinic junkie. A habit easy 
to understand since he developed a pas¬ 
sion for the sport later in life and can't 
learn fast enough. 

He's studied under some of the biggest 
names in the windiest spots. Over the 
years, he's developed a simple measured 
a clinic's success that goes beyond his own 
personal experience. 

"You can tell it's a bad clinic when the 
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Another visual aid and image to recollect 
while on the water. Instructors usually 
diagram things like points of saiI, board 
angles, and arcs of jibes. 

I lose my balance because I'm not staying 
sheeted in. 

"Look," Nevin says, freezing the frame 
a second before I flip the sail and then fall. 
"Your front arm isn't straight. You're 
sheeting out." 


This alone is worth the price of admis¬ 
sion. I would have spent days, months, 
seasons perhaps, repeating an obvious 
mistake because I didn't accept the prob¬ 
lem. Even though I knew to keep my front 
arm straight, and thought I was staying 
sheeted in, I wasn't. And it took seeing to 
believe. Now the problem is proven and 
accepted, and can be corrected. 

While I don't know how each of the 
others felt about what they learned that 
day, there seemed to be a sharper sense of 
concentration and, I think, relief. Relief 
because perhaps, like me, they also wel¬ 
comed something tangible to focus on. 
And like a mysterious ailment left long 
undiagnosed for fear of facing a disease, 
we found out that what was wrong wasn't 
really that bad or all that hard to cure. 
Ironically, the medical connotations of 
clinic had turned positive. 

THE ULTIMATE IRONY 

The ultimate irony was that for the next 
four days of the clinic there was no wind. 
Though March and April are usually two 
of Cabarete's windiest months, we got El 
Ninoed, skunked, trapped in an unpre¬ 
dictable windlessness that plagued much 
of the Caribbean last winter and spring. 

Like many. I've been skunked in some 
of the best spots, and have learned not to 
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.tendance drops steadily, day by day," he 

aK w me on one of our last windless 
S fternoons. "I've seen it happen in great 
Editions, good wind and equipment, 
but the pro just doesn't have it." 

So bad conditions, the calm afternoons, 
an d flat water that we've been facing 
would certainly explain, even excuse, no 
one showing up for Nevin's morning 


^w e ,Hshow„U<iteS^ 

JIM SCHULER is a freelance writer and 
video producer based in Madison , Wisconsin. 



How To Shop For A Clinic 


I f you're interested in attending a 
windsurfing clinic, I recommend a healthy 
dose of skepticism. Ask yourself and 
whoever is running the clinic the follow¬ 
ing questions: 


like the brands offered, but have the flexibil¬ 
ity to use equipment for whatever conditions 
you may encounter. If you want to bring 
your own equipment, ask how much money 
you'll save. 


Is this the right clinic for you? 

Honestly assess your ability and what 
you can reasonably learn. Even the best 
teachers are mortals, not miracle workers. 
When calling about a clinic, tell them what 
you can and can't do, what kind of equip¬ 
ment you're experienced with, and what 
conditions you've sailed in. If you overesti¬ 
mate or underestimate your abilities, you 
will, at the very least, be disappointed. 

For example, someone who can barely 
waterstart doesn't belong in a wave-sailing 
clinic, just like an aspiring wave sailor might 
be bored in Aruba. 

Where is the clinic located? 

Match the predicted conditions of a 
location to your ability and what you want 
to learn. If you want to wave sail, Aruba may 
not be the best choice. If you're at the 
beginner end of the spectrum, Cabarete can 
be a little intimidating. There are a lot of 
great clinic locations. You can afford to find 
one with both the conditions and amenities 
that you want. 

Who's teaching? 

How this person did as a pro has little or 
n° bearing on his or her teaching ability, 
onversely, you've probably never heard 
° the best instructors out there. So ask for 
erences. Get names and phone numbers 
? who've taken clinics from them 

6 °re, and make some calls. 

Wh « «*»•«* equipment? 

you can rent equipment as part of the 
C ln ‘J < P ac ^age / make sure it's right for all the 
^° ns you might want to sail in. For 
ample, some windsurfing centers will let 
snl reserve only a particular board and 
1 / say an slalom and a 5.0 sail. And 
tf^ S Un ^ conc ^ ons don't m atch 
^uipment. So make sure you not only 


What's the itinerary? 

What does the instructor plan to teach 
and when? Look for a balance between 
planning and flexibility. You want an in¬ 
structor who's planned ahead, yet is flexible 
enough to adapt the lesson plan to the 
students' pace and needs. 

Who's the host? 

If a windsurfing center is putting on the 
clinic, find out how long the/ve been around 
and get a list of what other clinics they've 
done. Get references. 


Who's the sponsor? 

Any good clinic should give you a better 
idea of how to find the right equipment for 
you. If that's important, be aware that some 
supplier-sponsored clinics and pros spend 
more time selling than teaching, and don't 
offer the most objective advice in the world. 

What's the history of this clinic? 

How long has this particular clinic been 
offered? If it has a history, get names and 
phone numbers and solicit opinions. If it 
doesn't, go through this list of questions over 
again. 


Is there video? , 

Will your windsurfing be videotaped 
and analyzed by the instructor every day? If 
you can't watch yourself sail and get the 
immediate analysis of an experienced in¬ 
structor, you're missing out on one ot the 
most effective teaching tools. 


Is there more? 

Some can't live on windsurfing alone. 


Are thereG...W. — _- 

hotels, restaurants, and entertainme . 
When the sun goes down, do the dinicand 

town fold up? Should you packa lotof boob 

and crossword puzzles? 


INTRODUCING 

RUSHWIND'S 

NEW 

SLALOM GS 



The difference between 
winning and losing. 

The new Ruswind Slalom GS 
is the most technologically 
advanced slalom saii design 
we've ever produced Careful 
attention to every detail is 
how we improve overall 
efficiency and wind range 

The Slalom GS features the 
Catenary I oad Panel and our 
new material. WARPIy These 
support tnc sail between :ne 
dew and mast tip. a lowing 
progressive leecn twist 

The aerodynamic prof le 
provides instant acce eration 
Drag decreases, speed increases 
and handing rema ns effortless 

Whatever levc you race at. 
Rushwmds Sla om GS responds 
to your racing demands with 
Grand Slam proven performance 



Rushwind, 
Gorge Originals 
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Board-Altering Addiction 

ViP windsurfing 


-L V ^— - - 

BY KEN WINNER 

O ifteen years ago, a decent fin-" 
no 7 a top-of-the-Iine fin—could 
be had for about $30. Allowing 
for inflation, that probably works out to 
about 60 in 1992 dollars. Why then do the 
best fins now cost anywhere from $100 to 
$250? Considering that competition 
among the many fin makers is intense/ 
you might expect the price of fins, like the 
price of gasoline, to be lower in real terms 
than it was in 77. Considering the drop jj 1 
computer prices over the same period/ 
you might expect to buy a million fins f° r 
a penny (unfortunately, they'd all fit on 3 



^umbn S *i) C ° n ^ USt a k° ut s * ze y° ur 

® oin § on ? w hy the high prices? 
ef^ S So 8°od about new fins? In an 
q UesH to discover the answers to these 
ers t 0 ° nS/ We as hed the fin manufactur¬ 
ed eva^ some ^heir fins for study 

^-is were to learn about develop- 
that co^h^ design and manufacturing 
price p * P roy ido some insight into the 
thewr^ U2z ^ e ' an d to compare the fins on 
any raf f r to see whether performance has 
^onal relation to price. 



, w me elliptic 
vortex flow over the 
hnn lht to produce this 
Translation: wave 
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ALL-AROUND 


POINTER 


BLADE 


Our conclusion, after reviewing all that 
goes into modern fins and the perfor¬ 
mance we get out of them, is that they are 
easily worth the money. The difference 
between the slab-sided, polyester fins of 
the 70s and the painstakingly designed 
and shaped fins of the '90s is as great as the 
difference in speeds attained in the two eras 
would indicate: In the 70s, 10 mph was 
common; nowadays, anyone who can sail a 
shortboard can do 30. Moreover, today's 
average, run-of-the-mill fin is better than 
the best fins of the 70s and costs no more. 
Perhaps most significant, the fin generally 
represents only 5 to 10 percent of the cost of 
a given board-rig combination, yet can 
have as big an influence on your sailing 
enjoyment as other components. Given 
that they are so important, a sensible ques¬ 
tion might be "Why don't fins cost more? 

The bottom line in fin selection, as with 
other equipment, is what kind of perfor¬ 
mance are you looking for? If you <iori tg* 
out in much wind and seldom go faster than 
12 mph a $20 plastic fin will work fine. 

H„Sr“he 8 i tt ryou,a,v i „ 8 <.riowl- 
sagging acceleration, magic upwind abd- 
itv^and stupid-fast reaching speed, the 
y^nre mon ey you should consider spend¬ 
ing The limits of spending are being 
pushed constantly because the technology 
exists to make really expensive fins, so- 

phisltated shaping methods and 

materials combine 
113 P ,'f have $700 fins? 


TA /0 won I 


MORE THAN JUST SLABS OF 
PLASTIC 

Non-windsurfers think that fins 
amount to little more than slabs of plastic. 
They marvel that there is so much to talk 
about. The problem we face, however, is 
how to say something useful about fins in 
only a few thousand words. Fins are such 
incredibly complex little slabs of plastic, 
and our observations so extensive, that we 
can only summarize a few points. 

First, most windsurfers, those who 
don't regularly sail at 40 mph on a speed 
course or drop in on mast-high waves at 
Hookipa, don't need to consider many of 
the fins available. In fact, the four approxi¬ 
mate planform choices suitable for most 
windsurfers are shown in the figure 
above. On the right is the blade, for the 
most ambitious sailors. To the left of it is 
the pointer, for big-board and light-wind 
sailors. Next is the basic all-round plan- 
form for high-wind sailors who aren't 
ready for a blade. To the far left is the weed 
fin. Getting away from these basic shapes 
is simply not necessary for most of us. 

Second, spinout, the most thoroughly 
discussed shortcoming of fins, is no longer 
a problem. Or doesn't have to be a prob¬ 
lem. We say that because all the fins we 
tried displayed very little tendency to slip, 
especially the fastest ones. On the rare 
occasions when these superfins did let go, 
a quick correction, sometimes no correc¬ 
tion at all, brought them back in line. This 
happy fact results partly from better fins 
and partly from better sails. Older sails 
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that have unstable draft or an aft draft 
location tend to cause spinout, while mod¬ 
em draft-stable sails tend to prevent it. 
Combine a modem sail with a modem fin 
and you can sail fast with no spinout to 
speak of. 

Third, we were able to detect only mi¬ 
nuscule differences between the way fins 
jibed. All the fins we tried seemed to turn 
well, even, perhaps especially, the deep 
blades. It's possible that we handicapped 
ourselves—our ability to judge a fin's af¬ 
fect on jibing—by testing on boards that 
are easy to turn, but we're still forced to 
conclude that no one can blame the fin 
anymore for a bad jibe. You've got to pin it 
on the board. 

Finally, during our on-the-water test¬ 
ing we concentrated on the type of fin that 
is hardest to get right: the race fin. You 
might say that a race fin has little to do 
with the type of sailing the average 
windsurfer does, but we're not so sure of 
that. After all, the average windsurfer 
needs to get going, go fast, turn around, 
and get back to where he or she started. 
This means that quickness to plane, speed, 
turning, and upwind ability, the very ca¬ 
pabilities that a racer requires, are neces¬ 
sary to recreational sailors. 

We further reasoned that the fin manu¬ 
facturers who have most successfully pro¬ 
vided these capabilities to racers also have 
the knowledge needed to provide them to 
recreational sailors in the form of less- 
demanding fins. That careful reasoning, 
combined with the fact that we just realty 
wanted to try the fastest fins, led us to 

concentrate on race fins. , e<Tr „., v 

Since the speed of a fin depend g y 
on the size and ability of the sailor usings 
and the board and sail that it s be* n g us 
with, we can't pretend to be> 
our assessment of any 
problem is that a fin that »be*£ 

type of sailor, tQ 19 o-p 0 und sail- 

ability and .nodam 

equipment, here's what we found. 

and aitba' 

efl ' ,h0U8h . , ^'.“«S£idamd 

The deepest one, a 


only 13.3 inches deep, is a bit small for top- 
notch upwind performance, but has no 
problems on a fast reach (but sand it 
smooth first). ART also has a bigger, more 
conservative pointer design for light- 
wind and upwind racing. 

The BIC fins, the only plastic fins that 
we looked at, offer good value for price to 
windsurfers who aren't highly speed con¬ 
scious. The stiffness of the race fin was 
positively surprising—similar to some of 
the thin G-10 fins—but the overall finish 
was rough. 

Fibre Glas Fin Company offers hand- 
and machine-shaped glass fins in designs 
that emphasize ample flex and easy han¬ 
dling. We didn't try a race fin, but the 
slalom design performed as billed—fast 
on a reach and easy to turn. 

Finworks designs by Tuttle, Curtis, 
and Naish are molded as well as hand¬ 
shaped to templates in a variety of materi¬ 
als. The G-10 HA 6.2, which has been 
popular among pro racers, is a fairly con¬ 
servative blade design that showed good 
speed in our tests. Despite the fact that it's 
not especially deep, its low sweep means 
that it probably works best on boards that 
need a fairly powerful fin. 

The hand-shaped Hyperform fins have 
an unusual feature in that they all appear 
to have been scratched horizontally with 
150-grit sandpaper. According to experts 
in fluid dynamics, fins should be a smooth 
as possible, but our testing did not give us 
the impression that the scratches had any 
significant effect on performance. The 
Hyperform that we tested was nearly 16 
inches deep and produced more lift than 
the wing of a Boeing 747. It was fast up¬ 
wind when powered with a 6.0, but really 
should be saved for those 7.0 and 8.0 days. 

You might expect the Maui Fin Com¬ 
pany to make only wave fins, but they 
make race fins as well. In fact, the machine- 
shaped 15-inch G-10 blade that we tried 
was, for a 170-pound sailor on a '92 race 
sail and Seatrend 90, probably the fastest 
of all the race fins. Unfortunately, as hap¬ 
pens with some of the fastest fins nowa¬ 
days, it was quick to show signs of weak¬ 
ening at the base. 

The machined-shaped G-10 Meritex 
fins are also among the best for racing. We 
found the 14.7-inch to be very fast in the 5.0 
to 6.0 conditions that we had for testing. 

One of the most unusual foil shapes is 
to be found on the molded Persson 
Aagesen Boe-Stick: It is a race fin, con- 
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servative in planform, but with a pro¬ 
nounced concave in the aft one-third of 
the profile. We weren't able to detect any 
particular strength or weakness owing to 
this profile shape or to the two construc¬ 
tion methods (molded glass and G-10), 
but since the design that we tested is quite" 
big, it s probably most useful in relatively 
light winds and on big boards. 

Race Technology offers some of the 
lightest, slickest-looking molded fins in 
the business. The 14-inch sheared ellipti¬ 
cal design that we tried showed none of 
the awkwardness in jibes that the older 
trapezoidals had shown, yet it seemed no 
less quick. 

Rainbow, one of the largest fin makers, 
features hand-shaped designs from the 
likes of Ian Boyd, Brad Duffy, and Robby 
Naish. Rainbow was also one of the first to 


t's easy to say that we're going to 
evaluate fins. The hard part is 
figuring out how to do it. We want 
to be sure that any measured or 
perceived differences between fins are 
discernible to real live windsurfers, not 
just computers, and that the differences 
we focus on are meaningful. 


SCIENCE VS. ART 

An example of the problem we face 
is this: Over the years, numerous experts 
in fluid dynamics have claimed that the 
profile of a fin—the cross-sectional 
shape—is what really counts, the feature 
that makes or breaks a fin. Not surpris- 
ingly, dozens of fins with "breakthrough 
profile shapes have hit the market; fins 
designed with the help of fantastic 
computers by some of the brightest 
people in windsurfing. Without excep- 
fion, the fins with the elaborately 
designed profiles haveproven unexcep_ 

! tional. They've been good, mmdyo^ lnrt 

! not discemibly 

spinout than a good torjand^yeiot.. 
i What's going on? ^can rt* 

i scientists only tie the artwts in tins fidd? 

j 5te<m^i*P^Wy^no^fa^ 

understands the nature oflhe fin* I 0 ®' so 

bod design cho^^e^ 

scientists may be ophm^ 


produce blades, and over the last year 
Rainbow shapers have experimented ex¬ 
tensively with different amounts of side 
bend and twist. Our testing with the V-l, 
which has moderate side bend and no 
twist, showed it to be among the fastest in 
5.0 to 6.0 conditions. 

The Tiga designs that we looked at, 
though not big enough for upwind rac- 
ing, are fast and handle well on a reach. 
They are well shaped, stiff, and strong. In 
fact, their most unusual feature is their 
super-heavy-duty Tiga base. Not only is it 
massive, but the bolts holding it in place 
are the thickest of any fin screws. This is 
all in keeping with designer Hugues de 
Turckheim's conviction that a modem fin 
can't be too strong or too stiff. 

True Ames offers a large selection of 
hand- and machine-shaped fins. Since the 


the ballpark on some important features 
but not really optimizing anything. In 
time, as the fin's job becomes better 
understood, the scientists will most likely 
take a decisive lead in fin design and 
we'll be able to judge a fin's on-water 
performance by its performance in 
laboratory benchmark tests. For now, 
though, we have to limit our testing to 
what we can see on the water in real-life 
sailing situations. 

ON-WATER TESTING 

If you think that fin testing is a 
holiday in Aruba, you're wrong; we 
tested the fins in the Gorge. The regimen 
involved one-on-one testing: one sailor 
used the same fin and the other changed 
fins. Boards, sails, and adjustments 
remained the same. Naturally, certain 
fins suit certain boards and sails and not 
others, which means that we had to be 
very careful in drawing conclusions 
about the speed of a fin. 

What's more, good testing requires 
taking every fin through many hours of 
racing upwind and down in a variety of 
conditions. There's no way we could 
spend that kind of time on the project, so 
we were unable to draw fine distinctions 
between fins. On the other hand, 
distinctions that can be after 

hours of testing by pro sailors are 
probably not the most important 
considerations for most windsurfers. 






















































9OQ0ffaC3PO?7Q O000Q0 


o-io 

G-10 is a mystery material to some, 
a magical one to others. It has the aura 
of a religious icon. On the other hand, 
Larry Tuttle of Finworks, the first fin 
shaper to use G-10, calls it the "particle 
board of the composites industry." 

Whoa! Sacrilege! Particle board is a 
heavy, weak, cheap composite of wood 
chips and glue that we find behind the 
genuine oak veneer of our stereo 
cabinets and dressers, so calling G-10 
particle board is like calling the pope a 
politician. What's the truth? G-10 is a 
material used as the board part of 
printed circuit boards. It is a densely 
compressed agglomeration of glass fibers 
and epoxy resin, designed to have the 
physical and electrical properties needed 
in printed circuit boards. Nothing fancy. 

Now that we've stripped some of the 
gilding off G-10, let's repaint it in truer 
colors. G-10 is a good fin material 
because if s widely available in suitable 
sizes, fairly consistent in quality, and not 
too costly. Ifs strong enough to take the 
kind of loading that most fin designs up 
to now have put on it, and it can be 
shaped with commonly available tools. 


During his early experiments with it, 
Larry Tuttle had a number of other 
materials to choose from but decided 
upon G-10 as something that was 
available and seemed to do a reason¬ 
able job. It was a good choice, and 
many fin makers have followed this 
manufacturing lead. However, as most 
fin makers will agree, G-10 is not the 
last word in fin materials. 


PLASTIC 

Before speculating about the last 
word in fin construction, lef s discuss the 
first word: plastic. For the first 20 years 
of the sport, most fins were made of 
some sort of injection-molded plastic. 
Over time, as the need for size and 
strength in fins increased, manufacturers 
used stronger plastics like polycarbon¬ 
ate, and added strong reinforcing fibers 
to it. Molded fins from BIC and other 
European manufacturers are now 
surprisingly strong and durable. 
However, what you hear about molded 
fins accurately reproducing the intended 
profile, shape doesn't always apply to 
fiber-filled polycarbonate fins and 
others made of similar materials. 


The problem is that these plastics 
shrink as they cool (after being injected 
into the mold). Thus the mold has to be 
made extra large to allow for shrinkage. 
Sometimes the mold builders do a good 
job, sometimes not so good. A quick 
look at a plastic fin sometimes reveals 
waves and other surface irregularities 
resulting from shrinkage. At subplaning 
speeds, such irregularities are of little 
consequence. However, the faster you 
go, the more they can slow you down. 


FIBERGLASS 

Another popular material over the 
years has been the combination of 
fiberglass and polyester resin. Fiberglass 
and vinylester resin is similar but one 
notch higher in strength, and both are 
stronger than polycarbonate. Most 
middle-quality fins nowadays are built 
of one of these fiberglass-based 
materials and are either machine¬ 
shaped or molded. The molded fins are 
sometimes weaker than the machined 
ones and sometimes stronger, depend¬ 
ing upon how the molding is done, but 
in general, glass fins adequately meet 
the needs of most windsurfers. 
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carbon fiber 

6 A few fin builders are using carbon 
fiber and epoxy, but carbon hasn't been 
L most popular material. The argu- 
ent against it is that it's too stiff, that it 
doesn't allow a fin to flex. On the other 
hand, Hugues de Turckheim, board and 
fin designer for Tiga, reportedly thinks 
that a race fin can't be too stiff and, 
therefore, he favors carbon. 

Though there is no consensus on 
what type of flex, if any, is good, the 
point of whether carbon will work in a 
fin depends upon how it's used. We've 
tried carbon fins that were as stiff as a 
plate of stainless steel and others that 
flexed and twisted like a feather. It can 
work either way. 


ALUMINUM 

The other interesting material that 
we looked at was the polymer-coated 
aluminum of VooDoo. While the fins are 
heavy and the material doesn't show 
potential for more than average speed, 
the polymer coating provides the 
greatest resistance to abrasion and 
dings that we've seen in a fin. 


FUTURE CHALLENGES 

Now, let's talk about where 


manufacturers may be going with 
materials. The two issues that may drive 
change with respect to fins are aspect 
ratio and flex. Aspect ratio has to do 
with making fins deeper and narrower, 
while flex has to do with allowing them 
to twist or bend sideways. 

With respect to aspect ratio (AR), 
there s been a move among racers to 
what are sometimes called "blade" fins, 
which are deeper and narrower than 
conventional race fins (see Innovations , 
December 1991). Since last summer 
we ve found that one of the concerns 
about them—that they may not be very 
good in light winds—is unfounded. 

A high AR fin of 45 square inches is 
as quick to plane as a lower AR fin of 
the same area. What's more, the high 
AR fins are faster, spin out less, and jibe 
more easily than the older, lower AR 
fins. 

Thus, the way is dear for fin 
makers to build more of them, except 
for one problem: materials. Because of 
concern that G-10 may not be strong 
enough, manufacturers have had to 
back away from the early narrow 
designs. So, instead of making a 14- 
inch fin 3.5 inches wide at the root, 
many are going to four inches and 



more. )t - s likely that only carbon fiber is 
shong enough for the most extreme 

Wade des^ns so we may end up seeing 
more carbon fins in the future. 
Concerning flex, it may be that 

•wist is valuable to wave sailors who 
want some spring in their fin and don't 
care that much about speed, but our 
testing indicates that twist is disastrous 
in a slalom or race fin. 

After trying half a dozen fins that 
twist measurably, we found that not 
one of them was fast upwind and all of 
them were difficult to handle on every 
point of sail. 

The more the twist, the worse the 
fin. On the other hand, we found that 
side-bend flexibility seems to improve 
a fin's speed. 

Perhaps the flexibility of the sort 
that side bend provides is what twist 
proponents have been looking for all 
this time. Perhaps our testing is invalid. 
In any case, if it's confirmed over time 
that side bend is indeed desirable, fin 
builders will have a huge headache. To 
make a fin flex from side to side by 
amounts of up to six inches at the tip 
thousands and thousands of times 
without breaking will be quite a task. 
Pass the aspirin. 
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13.75-inch G-10 blade that we tested w as 
only 38 square inches and quite narrow at 
the base, it qualified more as a slalom fi n 
than a race fin. As expected, it was a bit 
small for upwind work by a 170-pound 
sailor, but it was still one of the fastest fins 
tested. It was also one of the quickest to 
show signs of fatigue, but we're told that 
recent material and design changes have 
taken care of the problem. 

The Tune-a-Fin, produced by aerody- 
namicist Robin Thomas, though not a 
widely available production fin, was inter¬ 
esting enough to merit comment. The 
theory behind it is that if asymmetrical 
foil sections are good as airplane wings, 
they're good as windsurfing fins—if only 
they can be made to change shape from 
tack to tack as a sail does. In order to accom¬ 
plish that goal, Thomas built a flexible 
membrane into each side of the fin. Under 
weigh, the membrane on the leeward side is 
pressed flat against the solid core of the fin 
while the membrane on the windward side 
fills with water and assumes a more deeply 
cambered shape. Ingenious! We tried a ver¬ 
sion that had the membrane on only one 
side, and were able to see a clear difference 
in speed upwind—it pointed higher on the 
expected tack. However, further testing is 
required before we can say whether the idea 
has real potential. 

The polymer-coated aluminum 
VooDoo fins, soon to be available in a vari¬ 
ety of shapes, are remarkable for their resis¬ 
tance to dings. The 12.25-inch pointer ver¬ 
sion that we tried performed well, but, 
owing to its conservative planform, was not 
exceptionally fast. 

The hand-shaped Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii fins come in glass-polyester and G- 
10. Both offer good performance at a rea¬ 
sonable price. The G-10 race fin shares 
some of the Maui Fin's go-fast features, 
such as 8 percent thickness-to-chord ratio 
and 15-inch depth, but isn't quite as pre¬ 
cisely foiled. It's fast with 5.5 sails and up. 

GLOSSARY 

Conservative: Not very deep and nar¬ 
row, e.g., 13 inches deep by 4.5 inches 
wide at the base, or 12.5 inches deep by 5 


probably be slower or more prone to 
spinout on one tack than the other. 
However, alignment problems aside, 
molded glass fins can have very high 
quality and consistency. They can also 
reflect the design shape accurately and 
can be very light. The disadvantage for 
the manufacturer is that he can't easily 
change shapes. 

MACHINE-SHAPING 

Machine-shaped fins are also 
generally thought to be accurately and 
consistently shaped. And they are too, 
except when there's a problem with 
indexing and registration. This problem 
is analogous to the misalignment 
possible with molded fins and can have 
the same results. The ones that we 
looked at seemed to be fine. 

An interesting capability of some 
shaping machines is computer-aided 
design and manufacture . This means 
that a designer can design a fin on the 
computer, view the image from every 
angle on the computer screen, then 
command the shaping machine to 
produce it. So, some of the best custom 
fins are machine-shaped. 


HAND-SHAPING 

Hand-shaping to templates is a 
method that has long been used by boat 
builders, and was first used in 
windsurfing on daggerboards. For 
accuracy it relies on the ability of the 
shaper to shape each side of the fin until 
it perfectly matches a set of templates. 
Accuracy can be high and consistency 
good, but there is obviously room for 
error. On the other hand, shapers can 
use grinding machines that cut the fin 
material more quickly than shaping 
machines can, so they can afford to take the 
time needed to ensure that the/re cutting 
the shapes accurately. 

Hand-shaping without templates is the 
least accurate shaping method and is most 
often used on low- to mid-priced fins. 
However, it can be very hard in on-water 
testing to discern any speed or handling 
differences between a fin that was well¬ 
shaped with templates and one that well¬ 
shaped without templates. This means that 
the quality of an individual non-template fin 
can be high, but consistency from fin to fin 
is bound to suffer. 

The bottom line is the most accu¬ 
rately shaped fins cost the most. 


atr< filinqafi n > Mck rtien amounted to no 
than rounding the first half-inch at 
the leading edge and grinding an inch- 
Jdebevel on each side of thefrajng 
edae In between was a perfectly Hat 

Jin zone that no grinder or shaping 

machine touched. In time the sblom 

board came along and fins suddenly 
became more important. Their weak¬ 
nesses were exposed, and fin builders 
responded by producing better shapes. 

The three main approaches to 
producing accurately shaped glass fins 
now are: 

MOLDING 

Molded fins are generally thought to 
be accurately and consistently shaped. 
And they are, provided the manufacturer 
has ensured that the two halves of each 
mold are perfectly aligned when they 
are closed. An error in alignment 
produces an asymmetrical fin, which will 
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Midsummer Night's Dream 


Midsummer Night's Dream T-Shirt ” 

'hat do you get when you silk screen a Jim Klaas original desiqn on a 
)0% cotton heavyweight T-Shirt? A collectors' item that will be around 
r a while. William Shakespeare would be proud. Midsummer Niaht’s 
ream features GLOW IN THE DARK MOON AND STARS. Available 
large and extra large for $14.95 plus $2 for shipping and handling 
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BY THE YEAR 2000, ALL BOOMS 

WILL BE AS GOOD AS A 

GULFTECH ... 

But It’s Blowin ’ This Summer 


We Do One Thing At Gulftech 

At Gulftech, we don’t make masts, or mast bases, or 
aluminum booms, or battens, or claims that we can’t 
back up. All that we make are carbon booms and the 
only production carbon clew in the world. Our single- 
mindedness has yielded one of the first high-perfor¬ 
mance sailing products whose prime components carry 
a two-year gu arantee against failure. 

Dealer Network 

Gulftech booms are not yet in all shops. The dealers 
that we currently do business with have extensive 
racing programs. They buy the product because they 
want the best for their team riders and performance- 
oriented customers. If your local shop does not carry 
Gulftech booms, you may order them direct or we’ll 
tell you where the nearest Gulftech dealer is located. 

What About Weight? 

Ifyou’realittletiredofbeingaguineapiginthegame 

ot grams and ounces, and you want a super-tough 
super-stiffand hghtboom, there is only one, Gulftech’ 

All carbon booms are light. There is one carhnn 
oom that is a litie liohWtw J " /?ui ..°" e . carb ? n 


9 Women’s Booms 9 
We at Gulftech strongly believe that women racers 
and sailors are an unnecessarily small minority. This 
needs to change. Maybe a little incentive will help. We 
are now introducing a boom for women. It weighs less, 
has a smaller diameter, and costs less. It’s designed for 
a woman’s average strength-to-weight ratio, as com¬ 
pared to a man’s. 

If you’re a female certified racer call us for informa¬ 
tion about our team rider program. If you ’re a woman 
just having fun windsurfing, check with your nearest 
Gulftech dealer. This “woman’s” boom is warranted 


Booms need to be this strong or they won’t last 

make a boom, the more of ai beating it takes The 
technical term is “cyclic load.” Th| typTof load 
weakens windsurfing equipment. The mSRt?uSd 
r e S e L U ^'-4^ windsurfing equipment thads 
stron 8’ will fad apart with 

use ' It>s impossible for su? 
pe^hght products to be tough. 

. y°Y the weight of a couple of tennis balls 

Kmagnificantandyou know how important depend¬ 
ability is. Buy Gulftech and buy dependSty ^ 


for one year. rr'. 

Why Pay More For A Gulftech Boom? 

Boom manufacturers have been left in the dust by the 
rest of the windsurfing industry. Sails, masts, boards, 
Md fins have undergone dramatic improvements over 
the years. With the exception of the clamp-on front end, 
nothing of enduring significance has been developed 
tor the windsurfing boom. Most booms are aluminum, 
adjust in lerigth, vary in diameter and strength, but few 
match the ng to which they are attached. 

The advent of the carbon boom is somewhat recent in 
the world of windsurfing and we have the latest tech- 
P O Qg y. Qur and molding techriiques 

" of carbon 

more 
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strai nsnho 6 n0t i^P^sipned to race or jump to th 
voursefnhfs^n 31 m hlg u h winds or maybe “Gorge 
good a u£f r ier ’ % n bu y one ^ the man ^ 
die etherSl nr^.? °« S ‘ ? y° u regularly blast int« 
Gulftech and z L ero comproriiise, buy < 

just have fm. forget about *e dam thing an< 



ALOE*GATOR SPF 40 

Su P er P rotection that 
lasts 8 hours in or out of 
® the water. This sun¬ 
screen is economical because it doesn't have 
to be reapplied, is PABA free, non-areasy 
and invisible. A trusted favorite of water 
enthusiasts. ALOE'GATOR SUNCARE COM¬ 
PANY, 8726 West Royal Lane, Irving TX 75063, 
(800)531-5731, FAX: (214)929-4776. 
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INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH 
EYEWEAR are fully modular sport 
glasses that can be customized to suit the 
sport, the weather 


>3^* conditions, 

even the user's facial 

structure. A titanium r 

makes ISE incredibly \ 
strong, flexible and \ 

of ISE weighs less than \ 

1 ounce - 27 grams to \ 

he exact. Frames are \ 

available in 3 textures and 

5 colors. Lenses block 

100% of UVA & B rays and 

are available in 4 shapes and 8 

c °aHngs. For more info call (408)376-0171 


ALOE UP PRO Formulated specm- 
rally for watersports enthusiasts.. Since 

986 , y ALOE UP has been encore s best 































Take Cover 


wind and dust protectionCarboTreSc^ Sf j or V e ^ uiri f n 9 100% UV, glare 
different styles from the makenSf r ' K " y °" fram * for durability. Seven 
Avenue, Rochester NY 14603. (800)828 ] 43a QSSeS ‘ BAUSCH & L °MB, 42 East 


Special Advertising Section 


you're on your way to the skin 
and eye doctors to pay them to 
cut off cancers and dig out weird 
growths. Ahem. For those who 
play in the sun, there are ample 
protection alternatives. Here are 
three simple steps toward being 
able to enjoy the sun without 
paying for it later. 

First, check out your ethnic 
stock. If you're of Northern 
European ancestry (especially 
Irish-Scottish) and have light- 
colored eyes, maximum 
protection is recommended 
when you're exposed to sunlight 
for any length of time. On the 
other hand, if you're of Mediter - 
ranean. Oriental, Indian or 
African descent, and have dark 
eyes, you won't need to hassle 
quite so much with sun protec- 
tion. Remember, though, that 


NEW! NIKON SUN¬ 
GLASSES. Chanc lina the way you 
look with style and nigh performance for all outdoor activities. To 
ensure superior optics, the lenses are made in NIKON's own 
legendary glassworks. For more information and literature, call: 
(800J-NIKON US. 


I f you're a hardcore wind¬ 
surfer, the sun is an 
ever-present adversary. Sure 
it allows you to see and it feels ' 
good on your skin, but both 
those benefits come at a high 
cost. Unless you've been 
spelunking for most of your life 
you've undoubtedly already ' 
learned that even small doses of 
the sun will burn your skin and 
fry your eyeballs unless you 
protect yourself. And you 
probably already know that if 
you get burned too often, it 
won't be too many years before 


scDumwiim 


SOLEIS has reinvented the sport sunglass. The patented SOLEIS design elimi¬ 
nates the normal rigid temples that torture your head. The soft, molded sponge 
neoprene noserest works with the Head-Cord to lock Solarwear on your face In 


• ,. , -,v WIUITTCUI utl YUUI lute 

anv sport, any radical maneuver, your SOLEIS will stay in place! Yet SOLEIS 
Solarwear is the lightest and most comfortable sunglass you will ever wear. 1 


100 % 


w r o a 7 Ti » . . o ¥V,n cvcr wear * IUU/ 

P ro,< *J°"; , made ln USA. Available at Sunglass Huts. NOVA SOLEIS INC 
PO Box 223254, Carmel CA 93922, (800)624-9460, FAX: (408)624-9485/"' 


All year you work overtime. 
You save, you skimp, you cut 
comers, and then early in 
February, you take that week in 
Aruba—no make it two weeks. 

You get down there around 5 
p.m. It's blowing, it's warm, 
there's not a cloud in the sky. All 
night, you think about the island. 
It's blowing, it's warm, it's 
blowing, it's warm, it's blowing... 
as you drift off to sleep. 

Your first day, you get out 
early and sail all day. The sun 
was a little hot, but the water 
cooled you off. Then, around nine 
that night, it hits you like a 
backdraft—you're fried! And you 
spend the next four days in your 
hotel room applying aloe on your 
sunburn. 

It happens all the time. The 
moral: Don't think of the warmth 
or the wind. Think first of the 
sun. Wear your shades and your 
sunscreen. Even if you don't care 
about skin cancer, sun protection 
will give you more days on the 
water. 



^alS^eySi^damage . 

\ 

and 

shoUl iScamination.Skinself- 

• Yrion involves examining 
^ your skin. Focus on the 
‘^loosed areas like the 

nose lips, cheeks, tops 
jgSJ&S the neck, 

2£&,»d S You're 
looking for any noticeable 
5J ng M in skin condition— 
liver minute. Darkened or 
new freckles mean your skin is 
eetling too much sun. New 
moles that appear after the age 
of21 need to be watched extra 
carefully. So, too, should little 
rough patches or bumps. Present 
longer than a month, and slowly 
growing larger? It could be a 
skin cancer or a pre-skin 
cancer—see a doctor. 

Eye self-examination mainly 
involves looking at the white 
part of each eye between your 
pupil and nose, and seeing if % 
you have a fleshy, whitish- ^ 
yellow growth (looking like an 1 
attached piece of white tissue 
paper) called a pterygium. 

Granted, the first appearance of 
these growths can be alarming, 
hut they can be controlled if 
topped in the earlier stages, and 
Gjnbe removed surgically when 
e y run rampant. If you have 
, y lotions regarding a 
nge in the condition of the 

imrnL 6 ° f your e y es ' see a doctor 


■ TROPIC-CAL 

■ Chamonix, the latest 
m release from the makers of 

M SUNCLOUD. Built for 

coverage, comfort and using 
our "reverse lens coating 
technique" to insure durability, 
this is our hottest glass yet. Reverse 
lens coating is a SUNCLOUD exclusive 
process. SUNCLOUD, a visionary for the 
21 st century. Chamonix Rose Cloud retail $115.00. 
TROPIC-CAL, 1935 Tubeway, Commerce CA 90040. 
Outside CA (800)999-9439, Inside CA (213)724- 

0262. 


J V* 1 SUNGLASH5 

V POLARIZED 

'Patented "Triple Advantagi 
Lens" system. Ultimate 
from harmful 


Wr protection- 

y solar radiation. Polarized. Bi¬ 
gradient. Anti-reflectant. High- 
esolution. Anti-smudge. Finest 
ia range of styles. Beach or street. 
iow. MAUI JIM, Box 10641, 
HI 96761, (800)848-3644 
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From the first day we test rode these sails in Texas 
to the cun-ent frenzy we’ve created in the Gorge, 

«n S f C 0 I PP ete with other namebrand saUs that 
sell for three times the price. We’ve blown the doors 
off sailors that could have picked up three of 

these for what they just paid to get one in 
another namebrand model. And no, these 
are not simply our own private label 
canying an empty name. Topsails has been 
a leading innovator in the windsurfing sail 
market for over ten years. This sweet 
design gives the punch needed in the 
Gorge to power up in the swells for a 
mega launch, yet it leaves you with an 
easy handling character that makes 
jibmg and waterstarting easier than 
you ever imagined. Come to Hood River 
and get on a real sail, at a real price, 
mfam« an ri Wa Fk out f° r marketers using the 
has Ho ° j River name when their product 



topsails 

FREE WHS 
RAF CAM 

“A Real Sail, 
with a Real Name, 
at a Real Pricer 
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Innovations 



New Equipment ■ Equipment Tip ■ Gearing Up 


NEGATIVE outhaul 

Since people have been 
throwing the term "negative 
outhaul" around lately, it's 
time we took a look at it. 

As phrases go, it's not too 
tough a concept to grasp, and 
if you're acquainted with its 
father. Plain 01' Outhaul, and 
older brother. Neutral 
Outhaul, you can guess what 
young Negative is about. 

Plain OP came along 
centuries ago when folks first 
had to stretch canvas on a 
spar. Recently, with the 
advent of camber inducers in 
windsurfer sails, there's no 
need to put any tension on 
the outhaul line. Thus was 
bom Neutral Outhaul. 

More recently yet, 
windsurfers found that their 
race sails were fastest when 
rigged with fullness forced 
into them. So, instead of 
leaving the clew where it lay, 
or Pulling it away from the 
mast ' ra cers pushed the clew 

jn the opposite direction: 
oward the mast. Thus was 
b °m Negative Outhaul. 

ts exact age, though more 
an one year, is hard to pin 

J°wn. Indeed, so is its 
arentage. Though we know 
u. n ^' Plain01// we don't 

£■" "cko-i.m.y 

k »tWtaH 1 L 0 ,”!!! ,helrra “ rs - 



Rather than having a friend stand on the mast base and another 
on the tip, have one friend place his hands on the vrindow area 
on both sides of the boom to determine proper (negative) 
outhaul. Bill Hansen demonstrates this by pushing down with 
his hands, simulating wind in the sail ana the draft moving 
forward. The clew area of the sail, previously wrinkled or 
crushed aaainst the boom, is now rising gently off the booms in 
the immediate clew area—the leech tension follows. 


parentage a mystery. 

As for what negative 
outhaul does, it's simple. 
Modern race sails have such 
fine entries and such stiff 
battens that the amount of 
fullness they naturally 
assume when rigged with 
neutral outhaul is small. In 
other words, they tend to be 
flat, and the effect of leaving 
them that way by applying 
neutral outhaul is to give the 
sail a great top end but a 
lousy low end. The effect of 
negative outhaul is to improve 
the low end without hurting 


uu tWin , . .the top—at least not much. It 

, Wm 8 team members depends on how much you 
rv . to somp Haiixrinrr what the conditions are, 

whether you need to optimize 


°t»th e ;;iu S0medall y in s- 

Sailwn L. ther hand ' th e 

ag^ rksdesi 8 ner is 

£2 VeI yPr°moting 

quaint to become ac- 
stri^ edwith it, which 
behavio r S r S rat ^ er maternal 
"'ant tn „ ' since we don't 
tep utaH SU y anyone's 
°n, we'll leave the 


for upwind sailing or reach¬ 
ing, etc. But what negative 

outhaul amounts to in reality 

is just "correct outhaul," 

ffldtsssss- 

^Combine negative outhaul 
with the sort of herniating 


downhaul tension that race 
sails require nowadays and 
you get a sail that looks like a 
bed sheet hung out to dry. 
Traditional sail makers cringe 

at the sight, and you, the 

proud owner, can't help but 
feel uneasy. No matter how 
much you read that you're 
doing the right thing, it just 
doesn't feel right. You can't 
feel good about insulting 
with negative outhaul a sail 
already injured by massive 
downhaul. 

Fortunately, there's a cure 

for anxiety of this type: a 

hands-on demonstration 
designed to reinforce all that 
verbal rigging advice. Simply 
stand on the base of the mast 
on which your sail is correctly 
rigged. Then have a friend 
step on the mast tip. The mast 
will bend sideways in much 
the way it bends when you're 
sailing, and the sail will look 
perfect. The membrane of 

monofilm will be taut and 
smooth, the leech will be 


firm, and the wrinkle at the 
clew will disappear. Look at 
the sail for a long time in this 
condition, because this is the 
image you'll want to turn 
over in your mind as you fall 
asleep at night. 

As for how to properly rig 
a sail that requires negative 
outhaul, though there's no 
universally approved 
method, thus approach will 
work: First, downhaul the sail 
correctly and attach the boom 
to the mast. Second, adjust 
the boom so that it just grazes 
the clew, and tie off the 
outhaul. Third, shorten the 
boom one or two inches (one 
for upwind speed, two for 
reaching speed). This is your 
rough adjustment. 

To fine-tune the outhaul 
adjustment, you have to sail 
with a partner, observe how 
fast you're going in compari¬ 
son, change the outhaul by a 
few millimeters, and then 
observe any changes in 
speed. Then do it again. Do it 
with different downhaul 
adjustments. Do it in different 
conditions. Do it with all your 
race sails. Measure the fast 
settings and write notes about 
them. For best results, 
continue this process for the 
rest of your life. 

What it all comes down to 
is correct sail adjustment. 

This means that the mast you 
choose, the battens you use, 
your height and weight, the 
water conditions on any 
given day, the amount of 
downhaul you apply, and the 
course you plan to sail affect 
your outhaul adjustment. 
Forget about communing 
with nature, feeling the wind 
in your face, getting big air. 
Getting your outhaul right is 
the true goal of windsurfing. 
—Ken Winner 

JULY 1 9 9 2 ^ 






































NEW EQUIPMENT 


SEATREND 90 CS 

A s a windsurfer with 
surfing roots, Randy 
French has always preferred 
the "foiled-out" board shapes 
popular in surfing: Symmetri¬ 
cal volume distribution, 
parabolic rails, and smoothly 
flowing lines have been his 
signature. A good example of 
his style, the Seatrend 90 
artfully combines the graceful 
form of a surfboard with the 
no-nonsense speed of a 
slalom board. Its great speed 
and handling are well known 


to more than 1,000 Seatrend 
90 owners. 

Despite the board's 
popularity, French began 
about a year ago to think 
about modifying it. He 
observed the increasing 
interest among windsurfers 
in going upwind and 
downwind rather than just 
reaching back and forth, and 
decided that such sailors 
could use a board with a less 
foiled-out shape—something 
that would be more comfort¬ 
able on long beats. 

At the same time, he 
didn't want to kill a design 
with such a strong reputation 
for performance. The unusual 
result is the Seatrend 90 CS: a 



° Wr deck sbape than rte 


combination of the proven 90 
bottom shape and a thicker, 
boxier deck shape. The "CS" 
stands for course-slalom and 
gives a fair indication of what 
the board is designed to do: 
motor effortlessly upwind 
and fly downwind. In our on- 
water testing, the board did 
just that. Overpowered with a 
5.0 in steep, short, chop, it 
was smooth and fast upwind. 
Downwind it was just as 
balls-out-scary as any other 
90 in similar circumstances. 

How does the thicker, 
boxier tail—the "bulb tail," to 
use the phrase coined by 
French—help upwind 
performance? It's simply 
more comfortable. It allows 
you to wrap your foot around 
the turn in the rail of the 
board and really drive 
upwind. Compared with 
sailing thin-tail boards, 
there's little risk of your back 
foot slipping out of place on 
the CS, and the angle of the 
ankle is more natural. 

How does the thicker tail 
affect jibing? The commonly 


held notion that a thick tail 
and boxy rails make a board 
hard to turn doesn't really ° 
apply to slalom boards. VV av 
boards, yes; slalom boards * 
no. So the CS will jibe with 
the best of them—even the 
old 90. A bonus is that when 
you can't quite keep y 0Ur 
speed up through a jibe, the 
extra flotation in the tail of 
the CS makes wallowing 
through the completion of the 
jibe easier to manage. 

Though French is used to 
putting out sleek, slender, 
foiled-out works of art, he's 
also smart enough to know 
that, for savvy windsurfers, 
beauty and function are one. 
The better it works, the better 
it looks. This one's a beaut. 

For more infomation, 
contact Seatrend, PO Box 997, 
Stevenson, WA 98648,509- 
427-4267, or circle reader 
service number 167. 

HOBIE SPORT SHIELD 

Last fall, we grimly began 
planning for our three weeks 
of board testing in Aruba. 


$175 FOR YOUR NOSE! 


&& Sport 


L h nL s ri j? h L Just cut the nose Off of any 
sailboard We mean any sailboard. Even 

a vintage 1973 Sailrider. Send it to us & 
we II give you $175 off on the 
purchase of any 1992 Bic 
sailboard. This offer expires 
soon so act fast! 


7 SMBMBm 

800-544-WIND 

203-336-WIND IN CT. 

© «f, NO 



FREE BOARD BAG 
WITH ANY BIC 
BOARD PURCHASE 

(EXPIRES JULY 15TH) 

- • - ■ • • . . ** 

Roc * 3 Jg*" Rumba Rock Astro 

Itack TK? P lS°2°l? dC,, P Adagio Electric 

STOPNA.^K?mr!S ,0dy Cal VP S 0 ALL IN 
STOCK & READY TO SHIP! CALL TODAY! 


ha is a brutal P^ce: 

A -ns sun, howling winds, 

bl Sgsa' ld - Feelin8a !j ttle 

od protection, sunscreen, 
footwear. Lycra suits, and 
eV eivear. 

Eye protection was a 
problem. We wanted gray 

lenses for color fidelity, and 
polarization was a must to 

reduce the strain of glare 

from the water. But who 
could provide sunglasses 
with such features? How 
would we get 100 percent UV 
and wraparound peripheral 
protection? Lightweight, 
comfort, and durability were 
required, as we would 
sometimes be engaged for 
hours at a time. Again, the 
question was where to find 
such glasses. 

Fortunately, we didn't 
have to requisition them 
through normal channels— 
that would have taken eight 
months and they would have 



Hobie Sport Shields provide 100 percent UV protection, but 
the/re more than just sunscreen for your eyes. They're light- 
weighs comfortable, and durable, as well. 


cost $2,000 dollars each. 
Instead, Hobie Sunglasses 
offered to lend us a few of 
their new Sport Shields. 

We were skeptical at first 
that a civilian outfit would 
have a quality product, but 
the comfort and protection 
the Sport Shields provided 
exceeded even our own 
exacting specifications. Our 


only criticism is that they 
came in colors of matte black, 
white, blue and gray—no 
olive drab. 

For more information on 
Hobie Sport Shields, contact 
Hobie Sunglasses, 1030 Calle 
Sombra, Suite E, San 
Clemente, CA 92672,800-554- 
4335, or circle reader service 
number 169. 


equipment tip 


SIZE REALLY DOESN'T 
MATTER 

I 'm as guilty as the next 
guy. I show up at the 
beach and immediately ask, 
"What size are you using?" 
The difference is, I always ask 
someone I know, and I know 
the person will be using the 
same type of sail and board 
that I intend to use. 

When I go to a slalom 
beach, it's understood by me 
and whomever I ask that 
we're talking about internally 
cambered race sails. On the 
coast, it's surf sails. Natu¬ 
rally, knowing the ability of 
the person I ask, I assume 
he's rigged his sail properly. 
With these given facts, then 
the sail size question is 
undoubtedly relevant. 

At most beaches, the 
sailors are using a melange of 
sail types, from modem race 
sails to surf sails to old 
blown-out, single-batten 
O'Brien Sensation sails. 

Throw in the wild assortment 


FREE 1 YEAR 

NSURANCE POIICY! 



ONE YEAR 
UNLIMITED 
NO HASSLE 
WARRANTY 


Thrash it, np 
it, tear it! 
We’ll either 
repair it or 
replace it 


I We have so much confidence 

in the sails and rigs that we sell 

that we’ll stand behind them 

unconditionally! With sail 
prices sky-rocketing you can't 
afford to take a chance buying 
from somebody else! So, the 
next time your head goes 
through your sail or your dog 
decides to have a field day with 
your new quiver the repair is 
on us! This is the best sail 
insurance policy in the world. 

And we offer it because we 

believe in the sails that we sell. 

Just ask one of our 

competitors to do that for you. 
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800-544-WIND 

203-336-WIND IN CT. 

SAILWAYS CARRIES THE 
FULL UNES OF NEIL PRYDE, 
NORTH A UP SAI LS. ■ ■ ALL 
AT VERY COMPETITIVE 
PRICES! CALL US TODAY! 
















































from a 4.5 to 6.5. What gives? 



of boards the guy you ask is using, and 
you realize that by asking a stranger 
what size he's using, chances are it has 
nothing to do with what size you 
should be using. 

Case in point: Recently sailing flat 
water in Cape Hatteras, I had a 6.5 five- 
cambered slalom sail rigged on a 
slightly too-stiff mast, with maximum 
downhaul, and totally flat. I also had up 
a full floppy 4.5 luffable wave sail on a 
soft mast. First, I went out in about 20 
knots with the 6.5, and was overpow¬ 


ered but able to sail. Then I changed to 
my 4.5 and was also overpowered. I 
thought I could solve my problem by 
putting up a full, 5.2 Dacron™, single¬ 
cam recreational sail. This was totally 
overpowered. 

Meanwhile, my friend was out on his 
modern 5.5 race sail perfectly powered 
up. I opted for my 4.5, and used a small 
waveboard to maintain control, al¬ 
though I felt just about the same on my 
6.5 with a nine-foot slalom board. Had 
someone asked me what size sail I was 
using that day, without knowing the 
trials I was experiencing at the time, he 
could have gotten an answer ranging 


SAIL TYPES 

The single most important factor i n 
selecting sail size is deciding what typ e 
of sail to use. 

Modem race sails with their ex¬ 
tremely stable drafts—that is, sails from 
a reputable manufacturer, having at 
least two internal cambers, stiff battens 
low-stretch fabric, using high downhaul 
tension, rigged on the proper mast, and 
most likely produced after the 1990 
revolution in sail design—have the most 
range. A modern 5.5 race sail can get 
you planing and keep you on the water 
in nearly any shortboard planing 
conditions. Generally, a skilled 170- 
pound sailor could get planing with a 5.5 
in 12 knots, and stay on the water to 
around 25 knots. Twenty-five knots is a 
hell of a lot of wind, the type of wind 
guys at the Gorge are breaking out their 
3.7 surf sails for. Still, you'd only be on 
the high end of a good slalom sail's 
range. 

At the other end of the spectrum are 
the old production sails. You know, the 
ones with a lot of cloth and a little bit of 
battens. These generally were not built 
for planing. Even though they're in the 
blown-out stage that you usually see 
them in, powerful and good for getting 
on a plane, once on a plane, the apparent 
wind produced simply overpowers 
them. No matter what the wind is, if it's 
planable, then these will be overpow¬ 
ered. 

A good big wave sail, like a 6.0 or 5.5, 
is generally an excellent early planing 
sail, having good pumpability and full 
shape. Chances are these will overpower 
quickly. On the other hand, a good small 
wave or Gorge sail, say a 4.0 and under, 
usually has a crummy low end, but good 

top-end range, and rarely overpowers at 
all. 

Still, where does this leave the 
average guy? It leaves him with some: 

general rules 

• The more battens and cambers a sail 
has, the more wind it can handle. 

• The newer the sail, the more wind it 
can handle. 

• The fuller a sail is in the head, the less 
wind it can handle. 

• The stiffer the mast (within the 
recommended range), the more wind 
your sail will handle. 

• Shortboards get overpowered sooner 
than longboards, given the same size 
sail. 

• The lighter the board, the less sail it 
needs to get planing. 


Jaa/itch 

IT ON! 


Mike Waltze has ; 
been doing it for 
years. 


M A U 



Mark Angulo is 
doing it too. 

You’ll be amazed 


[IMMER 


H * w » I I 


Martt Angulo. Hookipa, Maui, 1992 
Photo: Darrell Wong 


THE 
WITCH 
ISON 


For the authorized dealer 
nearest you. call: 

Midwest—Fred Hartray 
312-528-3740 

Mid-Atlantic—Tom Babb 
301-881-3972 

Northeast'—Don Smallwood 
802-658-5858 

Northwest—Jerry Watson 
206-722-8454 

California—Hiro Yoshida 
408-246-7036 

Hawaii—Gary Green 
808-575-2650 


rhe lighter the board, the harder it is 

•TJ* e ] j n high winds. 

toC esail can be about a meter bigger 

* A r3C n<rle-cam recreational sail and 

tha auce the same effect. 

^General rules are too general. 

o, what can be learned from all this? 
* the best thing to do is find some- 
whose sail basically looks like yours 
° , , sk him how it feels; and if that 

i- an r»lH 



The Jumbo Red base extension is incred¬ 
ibly simple to operate. 


GEARING UP 


JUMBO RED 

Nautix has added a new, even more 
user-friendly base extension to its line— 
e Jumbo Red Point Base Extension, 
for . e ^ um h° Red has just one push pin 
, r . S ' ni P^ e finger operation in connecting 
«, f connecting the extension from 
universal. You just slip it over the 
or o. n ° neec * to h ne U P an y holes, lines, 
hon-H°J eS ' And *he Jumbo Red has a 
system 0rmin 8 6 -to-l cleat/pulley 
fullers '( COm P^ ete w ith stainless-steel 
Use. ° r su P er strength and years of 


an a< j a 1 a ^ e as a complete system or as 
and u n j W ^ or y° ur current mast foot 
six- j„ 1Versa l/ the Jumbo Red comes in 
adapt*' 3nd 24 * inch lengths. The 
the e 0ni S ^ stern sells for about $66 and 
For tn 0 P ete un it retails for about $110. 
100 lyj a - a formation, contact Nautix, 
03878 6nn *' 16/ Somersworth, NH 

Serv ice * 69 ^-6509, or circle reader 

ce "umber 101. 



PrimexofOUforriahascomeout 

mS °, n u W Pr ° duCtS for mounting 
mas sand boards to your roof rack 8 

quickly, securely, and easily 

Quick Loop Mast Holders install on 
any roof rack above or below the 
crossbars. They're manufactured with 
high-quality shock cord, PVC tubing 
and tubular nylon webbing, ensuring a 
quality, long-lasting product. 

Quick Strap Tie Downs cinch down 
your boards with constant tension and 
fast-locking buckles. They're made with 
tubular nylon webbing and bungee cord, 
and have no metal parts to scratch your 


Quick Loop Mast Holders are compatible 
with any roof rack. 

boards or your car. 

Quick Loop Mast Holders sell for $15 
and Quick Strap Tie Downs sell for $30. 





Introducing STRAXS. 

The first rear footstrap track 
of its kind. 


Patented locking 
and unlocking system. 

Lock STRAXS in place with nor¬ 
mal upward pressure of your 
foot; unlock it by slightly moving 
your foot position, depressing 
the slide mechanism with the 


ng. The concept is so simple, ball of your foot-then sliding 

II wonder why no one thought or ^ ^ footstrap a|ong (|)e track t0 t j, e desired posil j 0 n. 

^.Wsit-ThateasyrNo 


tack, you can increase yuu. 
by sliding your rear strap back 

as you can control it; A 

itrol and pointing ^ 
d, just slide it for- 
o that “sweet 
You can even use 
(S as a reaching 


call 




































Universal Slalom r 92 



Aerotech Sails, Inc. 

1114 Riverside Drive 
Holly Hill, FL 32117 
(904) 252-4001 
FAX (904) 253-0320 



Sizes: 2.6 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.2 5.8 6.5 

Technical Info: 

Luff Sleeve: 5.7 oz. luff material 
Luff Panel: 4.3 oz. warp-oriented tetoran 
Main Body Panel: 4.5 oz. warp-oriented Mylar 
Leach panel: 1.5 micron grid monofilm - 6 mil 
Foot Panel: 1.5 micron grid monofilm - 6 mil 
Batten Pockets: 4.3 oz. warp-oriented tetoran 
Leach Reinforcing: 4.5 oz. warp-oriented Mylar 
Window Area: Mylar laminated window 
Battens: Tapered vinylester 

5 full-length battens on sizes 5.8 and 6.5, 

4 full-length battens on smaller sizes 
Mast Recommendation: constant curve, MCS 25-28. DIN 6.8-7.3 
Concept: Made to order for flat water, chop, waves, longboards, 
shortboards—you name it—this sail does it all. New for '92 is the 
elliptical-shaped foot and the addition of an external camber in all 
sizes from 3.5 up You won't find anything on the market that is built 
this well, with this modem a design, that sells for anywhere near the 
price. Easy to rig and handle, this model has the extra advantage of 
an incredibly effective wind range. The wide sail range and the great 
price make it a natural for all quivers. 

Sunshine Regatta 1st & 2nd Production Men 
1st Masters 

Central Florida 

Championships 1st & 3rd Open Unlimited 

1st & 2nd Limited 7.5 & Under 
1st & 2nd Masters 
2nd & 3rd Women 

Southeast Regionals 1st, 2nd & 3rd Open Unlimited 
1st Masters Lightweight 
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1992 

Nevin Sayre 
Clinic Tour! 

k Coll for Schedule / 
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Wm B ® S J Carbon Fiber 


viMdi^ • BOOMS • BASE 

2380 C.b.ny Highway- W.. Warehan,, MA 02576 






Quick Strap Tie Downs won't scratch /our 
car or equipment 

To find out more, contact Primex of 
California, PO Box 505, Benicia, CA 
94510,800-422-2482, or circle reader 
service number 102. 

SLALOMLITE 

If Porsche made a car that cost the 
same as a Volkswagen, you'd want one, 
right? Well, Waddell Sails of Santa Cruz 
has put that philosophy into play and 
created a new sail—the Slalomlite. 

Designed by Trevor Baylis, like all the 
Waddell sails, the Slalomlite,. is billed as 
a versatile, affordable single-cam 
convertible. 

The line's profile changes according 
to size through the 4.0 to 7.0 range. The 
smaller models are more maneuver- 
oriented, and the larger models more 
speed-oriented. The construction is a 
combination of durable Dacron™ in the 
luff, with Mylar™ and monofilm in the 
body and leech. The window is made of 
vinyl for the ultimate in toughness. 

The sails are by no means cheap, 
ranging from $292 to $376. But, on the 
other hand, owning a Waddell for under 
$300 is an excellent concept. If only 
Porsche would follow suit. For more info, 
contact Waddell Sails Inc., 429 Ingalls St., 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060,408-425-7377, or 
circle reader service number 103. ■ 


The single-cam convertible Slalomlite is . 

vkiy! ° {Dacrorr ' M y ,ar ' monofilm, and 
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U \J ^ V V7 Os TTBue Ynme To... 

• Feel Confident Enough To Sail In Any Condition! 

• Take Your Friends, Family And Loved Ones, No 
Matter What Age On A Windsurfing Adventure! 

• Dazzle People With Perfectly Carved Jibes! 

• Improve Your Technique With Video Analysis! 

• Learn About Tacks, Jibes & Rules & Even Do A Race! 

• Waterstart And Beachstart Fast Enough So The Fish 
Don’t Nibble At Your Toes! 


Bates & Locations: 

1 Titusville, FL April 2 - 4 

2 Kittyhawk, NC April 10-12 
TKittyhawk, NC April 17-19 

4 Baltimore, MD April 24 - 26 

5 Ocean City, MD May 1 - 3 

° Dewey Beach, DE May 8 - 10 
7 Newport. Rl May 15-17 
° Falmouth, MA May 22 - 25 
9 Rochester, NY May 29 - 31 
u.Denver, CO June 12 - 14 
' Lake Tahoe, CA June 19 - 21 
^ San Pedro, CA June 26 - 28 
,15° Vista, CA July 2 - 5 
^ Hood River, OR July 16 - 19 
^ Rio Vista, CA July 23 - 26 

^ Evermore CA Ju | y 31 . 2 

1R , 10 V| sta, CA August 7 - 9 

Evermore, CA August 13-16 


Sponsored 

By: 


UP Jb 

ULTRA PROFILE SAILS FUN & FUNCTION 


Supported 

By: 


^iiw/r*i *i/ti 


Fuel lor Optimum Performance 




NECTARS 


r- C _U r.mn Call ABK Sports 415/927-8835 

For More Information On Each Camp can mbix op 










































For a short time only, from June 15th 
untill July 4th, Windsurfing Express 
invites you to take advantage of 
incredible prices on our famous, 
name brand, windsurfing equip¬ 
ment. All items will be discounted, 
some as much as 70% off our 
already low catalog prices. The 
sale includes, but is not limited 
to, boards, masts, sails, booms, 
rigs, mast bases, fins, wetsuits, 
shoes, gloves, harnesses, mast pads, 
boom pads, harness lines, uphauls, lines, helmets, 
spreader bars, roof racks, repair kits, battens, wind-meters, hard¬ 
ware, books, videos, foot straps, t-shirts, weather radios/stations, watches, 
sunglasses, plus bags, board cases and parts galore. Every item in stock will be 
discounted! This is our 1st National Sale. Will you save big? Bank on it! 


CALL 1800-843-7873 

JUNE 15th THRU JULY 4th 
ANO SAVE UP TO 78! 

wmrnmmm, 
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— RACK ’EM UP! 

- You will own your equipment for 

tm a lifetime, protect it now! 

ADD BRACKETS FOR FUTURE NEEDS 
2 INTERCHANGEABLE BRACKET STYLES 
ADJUST OR REMOVE BRACKETS IN SECONDS 
HOLDS UP TO 4 FULL SIZE BOARDS 


*'W S J o R A G E SYSTEM 
INSTALLS EASILY ON WALL 

GARAGE, DEN, OR SHOWROOM 

STEEL COMPONENTS 
WHITE BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 


Pads Protect 


Send Check or COD Order to: 

JMC Engineering 

14252 Culver Dr., Suite A-611, Irvine, CA 92714 
714-552-1867 


reg.180. w 
WAREHOUSE 
PRICE $ 144,00 


Address. 


Phone * lor COD’s_ 

Allow 1 week UPS delivery 
DEALERS-send for floor & wall display brochure. 


Note: Price Includes UPS shipping. Add $3.75 


for COD'S. Sorry, no credit cards accepted. 


reg. 300 . 
WAREHOUSE 
PRICE $240.00 


black, red, blue and 
brushed aluminum. 


Not available in stores. Order direct. 


ladders, pipes or lumber up to 300 lbs. during the 
^k-on the weekends you're ready to play! At 25 lbs., JEMB 
nhin^ fo 3 et ^ er quickly, with push-pin clip technology, in 
mm i m ' nu i es - Then disassembles and stores in its durable. 


JUST $295 plus shipping 


guaranteed 

raddest PRICES 
best service 
largest selection 


risk GUARANTEE 

J™® within 30 days if not fully satisfied. 1-Year limited 
prote ctive pods, mastolster, straps, bike holder 

& ^SWs ==■ ™ SYSTEMS, INC. 
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WAREHOUSE 


rso S ^H airport blvd 
H SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94080 
H 415S88 1714 


OTY. 

KIT H-2, 2 boards flat 

(34'track, 24" depth) 

$119.00 



KIT H-3,3 boards flat 

(34-track, 24'depth) 

$156.00 



KIT H*4,4 boards flat 

(40'track, 24'depth) 

$195.00 



Extra flat brackets, pair 

$49.00 



KIT A-2,2 boards on angle 

(34' track, 23' depth) extra brackets S55/pair) 

$13950 



CA Residents add 650% tax 
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blemished by every manufacturer, 
discontinued products from 1987 to 1991. 


Mail order only! 
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WORKS 


[ Molded Fiberglass fin 
Custom Curtis Fin< 
Fin Box Adapters 

High 

Performance 

^ Fja/s 


Option; Pack-Box anti 2Pa&.J$&s 5 K®i 

is up to8 boards (4 double stacked) BUSi 

ending mast rack carries 8 full length masts W*®"* 
_. e ,, ra 8 e area for booms, sails, bags and other gears 
aoie to cany 4 bicycles with 4 boards plus all of the above 


Tuttle 

Curtis 

Naish 


ife*.$249.95 

5 8ear stoSjf? l S“8 ular “Ubox. 

“k-Rat^,^ 3 - 84 'long. Fits all 

'^ d du °Pti° n ...$59.95 

• Wd wTSfiDnrt'SEn**** *y»l«n. spring sus| 

’ ' —_ P £^ ful] y painted and unasseml 
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Pack-Bik e...$69.95 

Secures I bike to Pack-Rat. TYailer can 
hold up to 4 Pack-Bikes. 


Call for ordering or free brochure 
Dallas, TX 214-357-5020 _ 


Santa Cruz, Ca usa 


lflK6 GflflDfl. 


Prfc Sanford 


^ISI^tep 


andraSsaT Sm0Sl 

NoUmitT'Sjwfep 

controllable p^L for 

utilizes r7nance - 

Pre- p reg graph ^| c ® qua'ity r- ~ 
and pre-preg consbuSff? 

>trength and n^" toass, «e 
^oLimrtz offers a fuI| P |fn^ mance - 
wo piece Wljine of one pnri 


^ressive 
?r, d upon 
strong, 
NoLimitz 
V epoxy 


CONTINUES. 


° f m °oth Rid e 
Shore Inc., bn 
e P ,n footp ac j < 

1 f °am provides Sl 
;uul chop, f or 
e and control 

win, a 

mum power 
reducing lateral 
ls adds comfort 


control 


women. 


Surf-Pad- 

ribbed surlpads 0 ffe, 
f °r superior, 

W ,r;lt '" ol > and board ■ 

W -T (,C,Kil >' ** 

^This • a ' ,eer <(l b 

Wriou ^av C Aw!;5S ortl 


,ue ' Information 

Near You 
f-800-788-89fi 


P Perform 
Source 

a y s /w ^ 


' Products a, 

r e Available 

d R,v er Call 


'onaiiy g Ua 

•a ers Worldw 































Buy any \(BiC) 
RACE-TEC board and 

get $250 in Madd 
Bonus Bucks, good 
for anything we sell! 


NEILPRYDE 


Buyanyj 
WORLD CUP SLALOM, 


$250 


4 WHEEL DRIVE and 


get 50 % off any 
Pryde carbon 
mast in stock! 


Madd Mike's 1-800-886-6111 


54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118. In MA, 617-451-6181. Fax 617-451-7578 
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Vogel 

LLAMA 


Pcpt-l Por^-vj 

Nat tor mckvatd »wCc«. 


"All my equipment is loaded, together, and 

ready. In minutes I'm at the water's edge." 

$ 230.00 

Plus $20 handling & shipping 

° r 9 p,ional Bi ^ e Hitch 

Money-back guaranteel 

( 207 ) 892-6800 
Vogel Enterprises 

PO Box 906, Windham, ME 04062 
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wpnonal Trailer Hitch Gets 
You There on Pedal Power. 

Tows Effortlessly! 

SsSKsya* 

sms* * -S Sr' 

aarlft 


NO HYPE HERE! 

AT 

^EBO GRESSIVM/li/ibma 

We don't try to impress yoi 
with trace amounts o 
Graphite, Carbon, Kevlai 
Ceramic, Boron, Spectra, o 
Basalt fibers. We simply builc 
the best epoxy boards avail 
able. 


Progressive 
Composite 
P.0. Box 745 
Bingen, WA 98605 
( 509 ) 767-4554 


* Buzzers and Whistles 
not included 
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™AKKETPLACE 



FIX IT 
yOURSELF 
AND SAVE! 

Contact your 

local dealer 

• 

$1995 

• 

Dealers contact: 
Murrays Marine, 
primex of Calif., 
Rainbow Dist, or 
Rogue Wave, 
Canada 


international Sun Flare Maui, Inc. 

distribution 115 Kapuahi St, Makawao, 

contact HI 96768, 808-572-5661 



24 mph 


AIRSTRIPS tm 

Wind Indicator 


AIRSTRIPS ™ is a 

wind-tunnel tested 
system using progres¬ 
sively weighted, tri-color 
nylon strips designed to 
extend horizontally at 
wind speeds of 8, 16 
and 24 mph. 

Fly AIRSTRIPS w on 

flagpoles, sailboats, etc. 
Available in 20"x20" 
($39.95) or 30“x30" 
($59.95). Patent pending. 

To Order Call: 
Great Point Products 
1-800-745-2966. 



force beh' n , 

Race te; 
drag 0 ' _ 

ins 

.. . fo 

reach the ultimate 
in performance. 

Nom Aniencon 

Con||d|||||.ons: 
Ferrisllpfiilori, 

8.0 Speed Serious. 

TRUE AMES 

FINS 
53 AERO CAMINO 
n GOLETA, CA 93117 

^MB05> mmm i . fax (8051 562-8540 


Product Information 239 




i * FARIDA S 
LARGEST SELECTTOMf 


BEST VALUES • BEST STOC K 

NEIL PRYDE HEADQUARTERS' 

Featuring 4WD& STREET Racer * 

From 4m to 9m. 

Bringing The Best Performance To You 


YOUR SOURCE FOR: 

NEIL PRYDE 

GAASTRA* 

FIBERSPAR 

PRO-TECH BOARDS 

MISTRAL 

NAUTIX 

BIC 

WESTWIND 

FINWORKS 

THULE 


[killer SAVINGS ON ALL 1991 EQUIPMENT^ 

Huge Selection Of Fins From Finworks. TUttle, 

Curtis. Hyperform. Due Ames. Ultra & Grandall 
Huge Selection Of Wetsuits. Wetwear & Drysuits. 

Lots of Used & Demo Equipment For Sale. 

We Demo Every Model We Sell! 

‘GAASTRA Sails Sold Only Through Our Store Location. 

NO NO-NAME COMPONENTS! 


LS 41 A 3 ■ : nviri 


Windsurfing Diving Hobie Cats 


780166th St. N. • Pinellas Park, FL 34665 

813-546-5080 In FL 1-800*537-6099 


DEDICATED TO HELPING YOU SAIL FASTER! 
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The best 1/2 ounce 
you’ve ever added 
to your board. 


Prq^Tech 



A 1/2 ounce of prevents 
Available at your I 
SURFCO HAWAII, INC., S 
Alea, Hav 


worth a pound of cure, 
il sailboard shop. 

}29 Hekaha Street 14, 
[ 96701 


FI 


Sticker and catalog $4°° (Foretgn $4.00) 


Nose Width 12.25° 
Wide Point 21.00" 
Tail Width 12.13" 
Volume 83 Its 
Weight 13.75 lbs 
Sail Sizes 3.5 to 5.2 
Fin Sizes 10.25" to 11.5" 

8 NEW SHAPES 
FOR 1992 CALL 
OR WRITE FOR 
A BROCHURE 
AND FREE 
DECAL! 


For higher wind conditions or light weight sailors. 
Although best off the wind on high speed runs this 
board also points very well too! It has a great top 
end and it turns great A little extra glass in the 
right places for high wind crashes. Also available 
in 8*11*. 

3575 23rd Avo. South 1107 Lake Worth, FI 33461 
PHONE (407)585-5033 FAX (407)585-0275 
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EQUIPMENT MARKETPLACE 



Axial 



BOOMS 

None Better 
Stiff-Light-Affordable 
4 sizes: 51" 59" 68" 79" 
plus 18" extension 

Order Direct: 
1-800-UP-FRONT 

Splashdance, 
Niceville, FI. 

Order a TSS Mast 
and S+B Boom 
and save 10%! 


DAMNED FAST! 

Jantzen Speed Series 
confirms the low drag 
qualities of a stock 
RACE Technology Fin.* 

Affordable 

Performance 

Retails $95 to $110 
for these technically 
advanced, carbon- 
sandwich, one-year 
warranted fins. 

# Windsurfing Magazine 3/92 pg 111 

RACC 

Technology, Inc. 
PO Box 361141 
Melbourne, FL 32936 
407-255-0678 
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SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED(SgE|| 

2 ' JapB I 

5 19 CANADIAN CONNECH01 


Surf 


gull ^ WIKI 

iu 

* CANADA’S HIGH-PERFORMANCE SOURCE, 
j SELECTION, PRICE AND SERVICE. 

§ Hi-Per Tech • Berky Composites • Fiberspar 

i toe® mistral 

Gaasfra • North Sails • Rushwind • Sailworks • Da Kine 

1 

2 Gaadrcr 

S> Get Power and Performance Today! 

8 CALL TOLL FREE 800461-BEAT (2328) 

Jl 514-426-4691,113 Cartier, Pointe Claire, Quebec, Canada H9S 4R5 

SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPEED SPFFD cppp! 


PATCH IT... 

With ULTRA-FILM, the 
highest-quality mono-film 
sail repair system 


FIX IT... 

With FIN-FIX, the 
quickest, easiest way to 
fix broken fin tabs. 



SEE YOUR FAVORITE DEALER FOR OUR COMPLETE 1 IMP ESI 

OF performance parts and accessories 

P RI «EX of CALIFORNIA • BENICIA, CA 94510-0505 
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CLEAR THE 

BEACHES! ^ 

ut??« d iL a9 2 in9 your sail and board 
thfl O h ? beach! Wanchor™ with 
the Original Windsurfing Anchor! * 

atout n 2S S o f a wate just wa,k out to ^ 

and tie off your board wher^Cn ^° Ur Wanch or 
untie your board hoDunnnH V ° U ? read V ,0 sail. 

Comes with 14" anT fe ^ ady to 9°- 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 1 • 800 • 786 

___ 7406 WALNliT a\/cmi ir 

---AVENUE • PENNSAUKEN • NJ 08109 
















































































PRODUCT 


VACATION PACKAGES 

LAND PACKAGES FROM $465 


RENTAL EQUIPMENT 

HAWAII'S LARGEST RENTAL FLEET 

LESSONS 

WITH GUARANTEED RESULTS 


CUSTOM BOARDS 


1 - 800 - 782 - 6105 


WINDSURFING 




£21 ?5L* 0 !?: K ahului, Maui, HI 96732 





HAuawA 


MOKdkelA 


KANBOW 


teuRLm&x 


KAILUA 

Honolulu 


♦Vwa/manaU) 






O ahu is a world-famous 
tourist destination 
where 5 million visitors 
converge each year. Situated 
on the same latitude as 
Mexico City and Hong Kong, 
Oahu lies in the middle of the 
Pacific, 2,500 miles from the 
United States mainland. It is 
the cultural, economic, 
military, and political center 
of the state of Hawaii. 

Oahu has more beaches 
than any other Hawaiian 
island, and holds more than 
80 percent of the eight-island 
state's population. 

Oahu is partially a tropical 
garden, bathed by soft 


3nd high-stress city life are 
everyday facts. This side of 
Oahu's personality has the 
brash confidence of a huge, 

sophisticated, and bustling 
cosmopolitan center that 
Pulses to the rhythm of jack 
amtners, bulldozers, and 
Guiding cranes. 
w The tourist mecca of 
^ukki lounges behind a 
san/u Panse of wide, white 
Suois a e CheSandCryStalline 


Parh, . , waters like a flashy 

giided 8 ; rladorned witha AMKAffA 
of pastel, art /WVKA ^ 

hotel s gh ' rise ' beachfront 


of the j ^ 6 northeastern side 
^uuL ^ d,acrossth e 

cool he ) 1 , ali Hawaiian for 
Oahu rf ^ “ es windward 

c °mmil! e « etheresidential 
C^ofKailuaand 
tr° P 2 eare bathed in the 

Ci teofmo ^ 

^* 0r e^wi?-^ nous North 
"»'-' of ,^ chhas recorded 
1 th e earth's largest 


Hawaiian Original 


BC Boardsailing 


towns of Waianae, Maili, and 
Makaha are located. 


KAlUAWy 


J 

tZAv/ \.. 

my p&cu> 


Heap 


showers and sunshine. Yet 
the island is a paradox where ^ ven 

traffic, a military presence, 

waves, runs from Kahuku The western region of 

Point to the quaint surf town Oahu, considered the last 

of Haleiwa. Along this coast domain of the locals, is the 

lies the spectacular av*- ^KAHUKU FfrfNT* ^^ anae C° as t/ where the 

waveriding spots of Sunset xi,ju ~. 

Beach, Banzai Pipeline, and 
Waimea Bay. ^ 
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No, this photo wasn't lifted from the brochures. We got to it 
first. East Oahu's Kailua Bay. 


LOCAL SAILING SCENE 

Before the discovery of 
Maui # Oahu was the epicenter 
of windsurfing in the early 
1980s, when such notable 
Oahu sailors as Robby Naish, 
Pete Cabrinha, and Craig 
Yester made Hawaii and 
windsurfing synonymous. 

Oahu's winds are pleas¬ 
ant, in the eight- to 18-mph 
range during summer and 
less consistent in winter. 
Moderate to massive ocean 
swells chomp the coastline 
from a variety of directions 
all year long. 

On Oahu, the latest 
windsurfing equipment is not 
as critical as what a sailor can 
actually do on that equip¬ 
ment, and windsurfing does 
not dominate the lifestyle, 
compared to the high-tech, 
ostentatious sailing scene on 
the neighboring island of 
Maui. 

Because the various sailing 
spots are so spread out, local 
Oahu sailors divide them¬ 
selves into friendly cliques 
according to the areas where 
they sail. 

On this predominantly 
surf-oriented island, there is a 
definite rivalry between the 
surf faction and the "wind 
kooks" (surfer slang for 
windsurfers). "Cool head 
main thing" is the best 
unwritten rule to abide by, 
and it is suggested that 
everyone respect the other's 
boundaries, as there are 
plenty of waves for every¬ 
body to enjoy! 

SAILING ON THE 
ISLAND 

From placid flatwater 
sailing at Kailua to Robby 
Naish filming the latest 
Gaastra ad on 35-foot faces at 
Backyards, Oahu offers an 
assortment of windsurfing 
conditions. 

Kailua Beach Park on 
Oahu's windward (east) 
shore offers the most compre¬ 
hensive variety of sailing 
conditions on the island. 

Here, every skill level can 

w I N 0 S 0 R F I N I 


enjoy some type of recre¬ 
ational sailing from flat water 
inside the reef to big waves 
and rocket-launching jumps 
on the outer reef. 

Five miles of white sand 
beaches, superb rigging areas 
on the grassy lawn, beachside 
windsurfing lessons, rental 
concessions, ample parking, 
and restrooms make Kailua 
an ideal windsurfing location. 

Kailua's waters are 
protected by a fringing reef 
that lies a half-mile offshore 
on the azure horizon. Inside 
the reef, beginners, interme¬ 
diates, and advanced slalom 
and course sailors enjoy 
launching in the absence of 
shorebreak, and sailing the 
flat water or chop of the 
protected bay inside the 
barrier reef. 

Prevailing northeasterly 
trades in the eight- to 15-mph 
range blow steadily onshore 
throughout the summer (May 
to September) and less 
consistently in winter. Floaty 
slalom, course, and produc¬ 
tion boards with 5.5s to 6.0s 
are recommended for 
flatwater sailors. 

Looking back to land from 
the liquid turquoise bay, the 
dazzling white Kailua Beach 
is fringed by swaying palms 


and Australian pines. Beyond 
the shoreline, the shocking 
Koolau Mountains rise 
vertically to heights of 2,000 
feet and impale the ominous, 
grey clouds with their jagged 
black lava teeth. 

Waves in the logo-high 
range occasionally buffet 
Kailua's outer reef, providing 
some challenging and 
spectacular waveriding for 
intermediate and advanced 
sailors. Zombies and Castles 
are two popular beach breaks 
to the left of the launch area 
toward the Kaneohe penin¬ 
sula. Jump City is a sand reef 
break that lies just in front of 
the designated launch area. 

When sailing the outer 
reef and beyond, mind the 
turtles! The water is full of 
the docile creatures and they 
don't enjoy getting hit by a 

board or fin. 

Backyards, located near 
Sunset Beach, is a surf and 
windsurf spot literally in 
someone's backyard! Just 
above the famous Sunset 
Beach at the end of Oopuola 
Street is a grassy lawn littered 
with boards and rigs and a 
tiny clubhouse. A group of 
amicable local neighborhood 

sailors cluster on the grass 
They "talk story" about the 


last big day and play with 
their children and dogs while 
waiting for the wind to pick 
up. Parking is limited and 
there are no facilities. 

Backyards can hold some 
of the world's most spectacu¬ 
lar surf, with wave faces of lo 
to 60 feet! During the winter, 
these breakers assault 
Backyards' reef and shoreline 
when massive open swell, 
generated by ferocious 
storms at sea, hit the North 
Shore without interruption by 
any land mass. 

The waves at Backyards 
have peaks that are steep and 
shifty, the bottom is shallow 
and sharp, and the rip that 
runs out of the channel to the 
Waimea side of the break has 
delivered more than a few 
surfboards to the neighboring 
island of Kauai and beyond! 

When Backyards is going 
off, it's recommended ONLY 
FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 
WINDSURFING WAVE- 
RIDER! Numerous rescues, 
some unsuccessful, have been 
attempted here. 

Backyards picks up swells 
from the west, northwest, and 
north. Gusty and unpredict¬ 
able northeast tradewinds 
blow in from over the 
mountains with wind speeds 
that can range from 0 to 30 
mph (but average 10 to 20). 
Backyards can also be sailed 
in konas (winds that blow 
opposite of the normal trade 
flow). 

The farthest windsurfing 
spot west on Oahu's North 
Shore, past the famous surf 
town of'Haleiwa, is the 
Mokuleia Beach Park. It lies 
across the road from 
Dillingham Air Force Base. 

There are plenty of 
parking spaces, picnic tables, 
a grassy lawn for rigging, and 
comfort facilities, including 
showers and restrooms. Skill 
level at Mokuleia ranges from 
beginner in summer flat 
water to expert in winter 
swells. 

The beach is wide and 
long, and although there is 
barely any shorebreak, 
launching at low tide can be 
tricky. Enter the water in 
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front of the beach and head 
offwind to avoid the shallow 
reef. 

Good waves lie beyond 
the initial reef, but beware of 
the rip that can drag the 
unsuspecting sailor into an 
extremely shallow section 
called Hairballs. 

The northeasterly and 
easterly tradewinds are more 
consistent at Mokuleia than 
Backyards, but not as strong, 
averaging 15 mph. 

In the summer, slalom 
sailing on 8 ' 8 " boards is 
perfect when the water is flat. 
During winter swells, 8'6 U to 
8'8" asymmetrical or pintail 
boards are the tools most 
preferred by the Mokals 
(Mokuleia locals). 

From the water, looking to 
the south and east, you can 
see the Waianae Mountains 
rise gently above the patch- 
work pineapple and sugar¬ 
cane fields that blanket the 
central plain. 


Diamond Head is located 
just east of Waikiki where 
wind and surf conditions can 
easily be assessed from the 
panoramic lookouts along the 
Kuilei Cliffs. South and 
southwest swells send gentle 
rolling waves into the shore 
to kiss the patches of sand 
between the jagged lava 
rocks. Behind the cliffs, the 
majestic Koolau Range rises 
like a verdant spine between 
the metropolis of Honolulu 
and windward Oahu. 

The world's most famous 
volcanic crater. Diamond 
Head, gained its name from 
the sparkling calcite crystals 
found on its slopes by early 
foreign sailors who mistook 
these rocks for diamonds. 

Once used as a supersecret 
military installation, the 
crater is now riddled by a 
labyrinth of dark tunnels. 

Parking is available along 
Diamond Head Road far 
above the beach. Equipment 
must be carried down either a 
paved walkway to the right 
or straight down the Billy 


Goat Trail to get to the launch 
area. Many local sailors carry 
all their gear down the goat 
path in one trip, proving that 
they have the fortitude.to sail 
Diamond Head. 

At the bottom, there are 
showers but no restrooms. Be 
sure to lock your vehicle (this 
rule applies anywhere on 
Oahu), and if the roof racks 
aren't permanently attached, 
they may not be there at the 
end of the day. 

Intermediate to advanced 
sailors are encouraged to sail 
Diamond Head's challenging 
conditions, which can range 
from safe and simple to 


(unnamed) produces a fast 
powerful wave and is locaton 
just above Cliffs. Directly in 
front of the launch area i s 
Cliffs, the most popular reef 
break. To the right. Light¬ 
house is the longest, cleanest 
ride of the three breaks, but 
leads to shallow reef and 
coral heads. 

CITY LIFE 

When the sun sinks, the 
Honolulu night scene gets 
rolling full tilt. The ultimate 
new wave subculture hang 

out is the Wave Waikiki, 

where the trendiest surf rats 
dance the night away to live 


downright hairy, with swells rock bands and riveting 
ranging from two feet to disco-rap-rock in bare feet. 


mast-high. Northeast or east 
winds eight to 20 mph 
prevail, but are often blocked 
by the Kuilei Cliffs, making 
transitions on the inside 
difficult. 

The reef is divided into 
three breaks: Lighthouse, 
Cliffs, and the area just below 
Brown's and Kaikos. 

The farthest upwind break 


surf shorts, weird sunglasses, 
and strange, geometric 
haircuts. 

The Hard Rock Cafe, also 
in Waikiki, is perfect for 
eating, drinking, and socializ¬ 
ing. Hernando's is another 
popular spot for the wind¬ 
blown and wave-tossed, 
while many European 
windsurfers cluster according 


r --- r - vvuiusurrers cluster according 
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to nationality at Seagulls. 

For more sophisticated nightclub 
tastes, sample the high-class elegance of 
Maharaja, Nicholas Nicholas at the top 
of Ala Moana Hotel, and Rumors. 

For the budget-minded, excellent yet 
inexpensive Honolulu dining can be 
found at the Saigon Cafe near the Ala 
Wai Marina and at Auntie Pasto's on 
South Beretania Street. 

On the windward side of Oahu, 

Buzz's Steak House features fresh 


seafood, steaks, and a superior salad bar. 
Kailua's No Name Bar is a local watering 
hole, the Shack Sports Bar serves up cold 
brew and windsurf videos, and Fast 
Eddy's features reggae and disco. 

On the North Shore, the Turtle Bay 
Hilton and Streamers in Haleiwa are the 
hot spots. 


NON-SAILING ACTIVITIES 

Some of the most murderous and 
spectacular surfing conditions on the 
planet (as well as gentler waves for the 
novice) can be found on the island of 
Oahu, where ancient Hawaiians 
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invented the art of surfing! 

Surfboard lessons and rentals are 
available from Waikiki to Haleiwa at 
numerous shops and concessions that 
dot the road and beaches. 

Snorkeling or scuba diving the 
fantasy reefs that fringe the island is a 
must on any visit to Oahu. Some of th e 
best spots are Hanauma Bay, the 
coastline from Kaneohe Bay to Kahuku 
Point, and Shark Cove near Haleiwa 
Check any guide book for popular 
hiking trails, which range in intensity 
from easy to difficult, and ensure a 
pleasurable getaway from the island's 
crowds. 

Hang-gliding from the 1,000-foot 
cliffs above Makapuu is a favorite 
pastime of expert hang-gliders from 
around the world. World champion 
Mike Benson has been instructing 
daredevils from his Tradewinds Hang 
Gliding School for more than 10 years 
and is happy to furnish lessons to 
anyone. For the less adventurous, glider 
plane rides are available at Dillingham 
Airfield. 

Steeped in history and rich in culture 
the city of Honolulu is a sightseer's 
delight. Visit Iolani Palace, the former 
seat of the Hawaiian monarchy and only 
royal palace in the United States, Pearl 
Harbor and the USS Arizona Memorial, 
or explore Chinatown's maze of temples, 
herbal medicine shops, and open-air 
markets.— Sheila Heathcote 

„ SHOPS 

Hawaii Surf and Sail, 66-214 Kam 
nwy., Haleiwa, 808 - 637 - 5373 . Hard¬ 
core wave sailing shop. Neil Piyde, 
immer style. Windsurfing Hawaii, 
custom boards by Charlie Smith. 

Lessons available. 

S! ,ua ^ ,,bo - r - e ° m P an y/130 

ail.ua Rd,/ Kailua, 808-262-2555. BIC 
equipment exclusively. Sales, lessons, 

levels 603 ^ incIudin ® ^yaks, all 

N«lsh Hawall/Wlndsurflng 

800 , 76? , A 1 n« A o Han ' akua Dr ' Kailua ' 
and " ■ Gaastra, Naish, Mistral 

i "I ore ‘ FuI l-service shop includ- 

and S ; renta,s ' l ess ons, repairs, 
and used equipment. 

shnr> n v. 0c,/ -*o87j Full-service 
custom Hi lr \ e ' Windsurfing Hawaii, 
reDairs °^ rds ‘ Sales ' rentals, lessons, 

repairs, and consignment. 




SEE OUR 30-MINUTE 
TELEVISION SPECIAL ON 
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Get On Board! 



CORPUS CHRISTI 


ANCOUV.ERJIB 


Warm Water and Wind! Soothing warm 
waters and the highest average wind 
velocity in the nation! 

Accessible! You can be "on board" and 
sailing within 2 minutes of leaving your 
hotel or condo. No long drives. No heavy 
traffic. J 

Choice Locations! From the challenging 
breezes of Corpus Christi Bay. to the 
shallows of the Laguna Madre. to the 
seclusion of Bird Island. 

Activities On Shore! Check out the top - 
tanked beaches m Texas, the Texas State 
Aquanum world-class fishing, boating and 
greyhound racing! 6 

ZLZtFi" one ° f "“ 'w™ 

windsurfing destinations in the country. 


— nl0& Hote "C°ndo Reservations 1-800.766-BEACH 


a 

V ancouver is perched on the western 
edge of Canada, hemmed in 
between the Coast Mountain Range and 
the Pacific Ocean, and known interna¬ 
tionally for its beautiful setting. As a 
city, it's a relative youngster, founded a 
little more than 100 years ago as a center 
for shipping British Columbia's lumber, 
fish, and minerals. Now bursting at the 
seams with about 1.5 million souls, it is 
increasingly a home for winter-weary 
Canadians, Asian investment, and 
seekers of the active lifestyle. 

There are, by Canadian standards, no 
winters in Vancouver, save for one or 
two days of snow a year. Incoming moist 
Pacific air is wrung out against the Coast 
Mountain Range, so we get mild 
temperatures and rain. Sometimes a lot 
of rain—so much that we're classified as 
a temperate rain forest. 

These days tourism is our No. 2 
industry (chopping those big trees is still 
No. 1), so expect to be well-treated by 
experienced hosts. 

About 25 miles west of the city lies 
300-mile-long Vancouver Island, so our 
waters are sheltered from the Pacific 
Ocean. Windy days in English Bay, 
which fronts the city, require incoming 
weather systems, most prolific in the 
spring and fall, but unpredictable. On 
these rare great days, the westerlies will 
peak at 25 to 35 knots and last all day. 

local scene 

Vancouverites were early into 
oardsailing with a thriving racing scene 
and even a few local industries like 
Wmdsure accessories. A lot of the early 
pioneers graduated to Hawaii or the 
orge. Our most famous alumnus 
probably is Bruce Peterson (actually he's 
from Victoria but we claim him as our 
own). Sailing here has since settled into a 
comfortable maturity, but when the 
wind blows, it's amazing how many 
oar s instantly appear on the beaches, 
here are several active board builders 
° p k d bmited lading-edge stuff, 
carh /f 5 ' (R ° b Muld <*> 12 2-pound 

carbon/Kevlar"* creaHons. 

There still remains an aging but 

fert? q d r adre ° f lon Sboards 8 at the 
bam v 31 < " entre ' a converted army 
Bav R kS ,°” thesouthsh °re of English 
here 3nd ,essons are available 

fl eI?' f n K d 0I \ sunn y Saturdays a huge ' 
fleet of boards, Hobies, Lazers, Torna- 


1 0W ,!L e Sr an Padf !f Hote1, A ' s 5hi P' like building , complete with sails, was the site of 
the 1986 Expo in Vancouver. 



dos, and the like do battle in the strong 
tides and shifty winds of the bay. 

CITY LIFE 

As you might expect, a city of 1.5 
million largely geared to tourists offers a 
lot to do. Some personal favourites 
include Granville Island, a reclaimed 
industrial centre now home to an open- 
air market, galleries, theatres, shops, and 
restaurants—a nice spot for cappuccino 
W f jj e watching the comings and goings 
o the yachting set in False Creek. 

Hanley Park is one of the largest 

Tnnn 0 ^ 0 ^^ 11 in the world—about 
' U0 acres of forests and trails next to 
owntown. Rent a bike and tour the 
y awa Il and extensive trail network, 
ancouver also has some of the best Dim 

bare rr eStaUrants Chinese) and sushi 
a ^ anese —y° u know, raw fish) h 
NOr th America. 

^■UNG ACTIVITIES 

since doesn't blow, it's all right, 

Vanco SaiIin S is J* us t one of the options in 
yea° Uver * give you an idea, a few 
Slq Tcff 0 We entere d a team in the local 
rt\ 0u ^ raCG —downhill skiing to 
ru nn i n am ^king to river kayaking to 
vvi nc j ® *° sea kayaking to canoeing to 
city cor ^ to c y c hng—all within the 
skiing lnes * to that world-class 
povv er u .bistler-Blackcomb, sailing, 
clii^bj n ° at * n g, ^^emess hiking, rock 
Sc uba c j® # . Sa ^ mon an d steelhead fishing, 
lv * n 8' and even whitewater 
o and whale-watching—all within 


) m 


1.5 hours of the city. It's an incredible 
place. 

PERSONAL FAVOURITE 

If there's a remarkable thing about 
Vancouver, it's the closeness to nature. 
Within 15 minutes I can be cruising the 
local bay, mountain biking through 
pristine rain forest, or skiing through a 
fresh snowfall. At the right time of year, 
you can do all three in one day. No 
wonder Vancouverites are regarded as 
laid back in Lotus Land. What's to worry 
about? 

DAY TRIPS 

The biggest boost to our sport here 
has been the development of the 
Squamish spit, about an hour north of 
the city. Located at the head of Howe 
Sound, one of the mountainous fiords 
that define our coastline, the town of 
Squamish supposedly derives its name 
from Salish Indian and means mother of 
the winds. 

In summer, it develops a regular 
thermal draw up the inlet. A huge rock 
bluff on one side of the inlet forms a 
venturi at the mouth of the Squamish 
river. A long dike (the spit) extends 
along the river's edge into the bay, and 
on a summer weekend, 100 cars will be 
strung out along the roadway. The 
sailing spot looks directly across to the 
Squamish Chief, a 2,000-foot granite 
monolith that draws climbers from 
around the continent. Up the valley 
looms the jagged 6,000-foot spire of 
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Red Sail Sports 

SUREARI In Aruba 

Aniba's windsurfing is worid 
famous, but there’s more to rip and 
shred than just one beach. 

The professionals at Red Sail Sports 
will introduce you to secluded areas 
for Aruba's hottest sailing with the 
Island's one and only SURfiARI ! 

Travel by jeep with jour 
private guide to exotic locations 
and experience Fanatic Boards, ART 
Sails and unspoiled windsurfing terrain 
previously known only to locals. 

Excursions are daily, includes 
refreshments, sunset catamaran sail, 
Windsurfing Magazine subscription 
and more. Space is limited and program 
is recommended for intermediate to 
advanced board sailors only. 

3 Day Package 
$340.00 
5 Day Package 
$469.00 

Ask about our room packages 
with many extras. 


Diamond Head Mountain. 

On a good day, the wind will start in 
mid-morning and build to 20 to 25 knots, 
sometimes higher, for the rest of the day. 
Since outgoing current offsets the 
incoming breeze, upwind sailing is a 
cinch. As the wind builds, the whole bay 
fills in, opening up a much larger 
playground. It's mostly flatwater sailing, 
although the offsetting current and wind 
will build up a nice regular chop over 
the course of an afternoon. 

Squamish can be a tough spot to 
launch, since the dike is constructed of 
broken rock and the current is swift. The 
river is glacier fed, with hidden snags at 
low tide, and cold! Jumping into 50- 
degree water is a shock, but if you sail 
out directly into the bay, it gets warmer. 

I use a 3mm/5mm steamer and booties 
with no gloves and it's no problem. 

I watched Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 
trying to run a waterstart clinic at 
Squamish when the wind was marginal 
and the river was high. Watching her 
frigid charges being swept downstream 
into the bay, Rhonda managed to keep 


her diplomacy intact, 'This is an... 
incredible place." You said it, Rhonda. 
Hope you got to sail it on a good day. 

The Squamish Windsurfing Society 
has built some decent launch ramps, p ut 
in washrooms, a rescue boat, and even a 
wind line (604-926-WIND). They charge 
$10 per day or $75 for a full season of 
sailing. On a real Squamish day, flying 
across the milky green waters in a 20- 
knot breeze, below the shadow of the 
Chief, it seems an incredible bargain. 

WEEKEND TRIPS 

The second greatest discovery, and 
second only because it's farther away, is 
Vancouver Island, a two-hour ferry ride 
from Vancouver. At the south end of 
Vancouver Island is the city of Victoria, 
known here as life behind the Tweed 
Curtain, complete with double-decker 
trolley buses, quaint shops, and after¬ 
noon tea at the Empress Hotel. 

Separating Victoria from the Olympic 
peninsula of Washington state lies the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca, named for the 
18th centuiy Spanish explorer. Shipping 
traffic and a lot of wind funnel through 
the strait. It always seems to be blowing 
20 knots in or out of the strait, and I 
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We'll make it fun and easy! 

The friendly staff at The Maui Windsurf 
Company and Vela can arrange your entire 
vacation or simply provide you with the 
Finest windsurfing equipment and lesson 
programs on the Island. Whether you are a 
novice or expert, we will guide you to the best 
of Maui's wide range of sailing conditions. 

Maui's best rental equipment 

Choose from our huge selection of Angulo 
customs, transition and long boards from 
Fanatic, Seatrend and Windsurfing Hawaii. 
Complete rigs feature your choice of Neil 
Pryde or ART sails and Windsurfing Hawaii 
booms and bases. As your skills improve or 
conditions change, it's easy to exchange your 
equipment (no charge) at our convenient 
location 1 / 2 mile from Kanaha Beach Park. 

Waterstarts in 3 days 

Maui Magic Windsurfing School lets you 
advance at your own pace with private or 
small group lessons geared to your ability 
and goals. Dave and Mamie Crans' 
innovative programs feature on the water 
radio communication and instructional 
videos right on the beach. 

Vacation Packages from $479. 

With one call to Vela you can arrange 
your entire vacation. Complete car, 
condominium and 
equipment packages 
are available. 

Depart any day of 
the week, stay any 
number of nights 
over 3 and pay only 
for the options you need. 

For vacation packages, rental and lesson 

Call Vela toll free: 800-223-5443. 


P.O. Box 3207 
Lowell, MA 01853-9899 
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P.O. Box 3207 
Lowell, MA 01853-9899 


See pur Travel Planner or call toll free 


LAKE 


* p UCA 


PACIFIC 

OCEANl 


The Matii Windsurf Company 

SteWWwSS ZSt7-4816 

FAX: 808-877-4696 
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WINDSURFING 

VACATIONS 


rh a 3 l 9r6af Sailin9 places in the wo 
charter company in the Virgins can hel| 

ELEVEN YEARS OF DOING 
AND IT SHOWS! 

Experience counts in the charter busines: 
Experience tells us which yachts are besi 
are fun to sail and will stand up to the der 
chartering. Experience comes with our C' 
fanatics about giving you a spotless yach 
our charterers; over 70% have chartered 


voi?nfl SUrpaSSes ,he Vir 9i" Islands... a. 
you plan a more perfect sailing vacation. 

it-right ... 


BAJA 
MAUI 
COSTA RICA 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
OREGON COAST 
GORGE 


westerly wind and incoming swells sets 
| up a beautiful down-the-Iine wave. 
You're venturing into near-open ocean 
and cold water, so come prepared. 

The ultimate west coast sailing 

experience can be found by driving an 

hour north of Victoria and continuing 
west past Cowichan Lake along 35 miles 
of logging road to Nitinat Lake. Actu¬ 
ally, it's not a lake at all, but a 25-mile- 
long saltwater inlet that shallows up 
where it flows into the Pacific. The 
I sailing beach is at the inland end where 
it narrows to about three-quarters of a 
mile wide. 

I Accommodations here are strictly 
camping. The local logging company has 
ac ec * 0U 1 a primitive campsite just off 
he beach, with fire pits and tables set 
f^o^S fit® huge fir and spruce trees. 

linking water is scarce, so bring your 
own and all the supplies you'll need, 
ong a half-mile or so of trail is a 

freshwater swimming spot in the 

aycuse River, which we visit at the end 
of the day to rinse off. (This water 
should be boiled for contaminants, not 
just because we've been in it.) Occasion- 
f y we ve negotiated a fresh salmon 
rom the Nitinat Indian community next 

O IIlG CamDf?rOlinH TAtllrt nlr/1 tnin r'n'ioll 
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DOING IT RIGHT FROM THE BEST 
VIRGIN ISLANDS LOCATION 


New 7’11" & 8’6" 
EpqxyJump Boards 


The big harbor in St. Thomas is the best place to start your Virgin 
Islands adventure. If your vacation is short, explore the American 
Virgin Islands with their secluded beaches and uncrowded 
anchorages. Or, if time permits, cruise the British Virgins, Culebra or 
Vieques, each a treasure. 


DOING IT RIGHT WITH A FLEET OF PERFORMANCE YACHTS 
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Box 9997, St Thomas USVI00801 
1-800-524-2073 or 809-774-3677, by 


Fax at 809-774-6910 


EuZBAY • SALT POND BAY 





































V/i/idSurfing Magazine. PO Box 183. 

Mt. Morris. IL 61054 

T-shirts are available in medium, large or extra- 
large for $14.95 plus $2 shipping and handling. 
Enclosed is my check or 

money order for JS _j_; 


Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 
To order by credit card: 

□ Visa CD MasterCard dlAmerican Exp. 


Card No. and Exp. Date 


Signature 
Size Qtv. 


x $16.95 


__ x $16.95 _ 

Total 

To order by phone with your Visa. MasterCard or American 
Express, call 8004274137. Allow 4*6 weeks for delivery. 
International orders allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 



na© 

SO 112X33x02 


• All-inclusive adult 
sessions begin June ’92 


o All abilities welcome 


H 4 MMJ)* 927"3768 

503-386-3464 

P.O. Box 371, Hood River, OR 97031 


© © 03 © @ 
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campground at Nitinat, and tells me that 
the natives are opening up a gas station 
and convenience store, and have a small 
hotel in mind. Ah, development. 

Nitinat is another classic thermal 
draw. Huge fog banks sit on the west 
coast for weeks on end, while the 
interior of the island heats up and 
creates a pressure gradient. Most long 
hot days Nitinat can rage up to 30-plus 
knots all day, and the long fetch of the 
inlet can build up four- or five-foot 
rolling swells by late afternoon. By 
sunset, it's often peaceful enough for a 
late dinner on the gravel beach. 

Most weekends in summer, if s full to 
overflowing, and is the kind of place 
where kids and dogs run around, and a 
lot of faces start to look familiar. A few 
casual races are run once a month and a 
homegrown windsurf/cycle/run 
triathlon is planned. Best of all, it's the 
kind of place you can drop your rig on 
the beach and know it will be untouched 
in the morning, ready for another day — 
Jonathan Stewart H 


SHOPS 

The Windsurfing Shop, 1793 
Fourth Ave., 604-734-7245. Just out of 
downtown. The Windsurfing Shop 
sells Mistral, BIC, Seatrend, and 
O'Brien, and is trying to talk Rob 
Mulder into working even harder so 
they can stock his custom boards. 

Across the inlet, Vince Allen runs 
North Shore Ski and Sailboard, 

1625 Lonsdale Ave., 604-987-7245, 
one of my favourites, since I'm 
always looking for a bargain on last 
year's closeouts. The shop does a 
great consignment business, and 
stocks BIC, HiFly, Mistral, Tiga, Neil 
Pryde, and Rushwind. 

In Victoria, there's Active Spertf, 

1620 Blanshard, 604-381-7245 (does 

every shop in North America have 
those same last four digits?). They 
carry BIC, O'Brien, and Sailworks. 
Active Sports also makes its own line 
of custom boards, Orca Killer boards. 

The other Victoria-area shop is 
Ocean Wind, 2572 Sinclair, Cadboro 
Bay, 604-721-1342. They stock 
Gaastra, BIC, Seatrend, and Bare 
suits. 

SmwL .. jaBL-AiL.. .iHfr’r 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SERIES- April 
flic Any Mountain set-date speed trial in 
March didn’t have great conditions, but the 
faithful caught it good during the April windy- 
jay series. Strictly limited entry kept the 
course clear so that the serious speedsters 
could work on their equipment and form. 


Men 50-59 

Louie Woodbury 
Don Bright 
Bondy Long 


32.7 

29.5 

28.4 


Men 60+ 

Pctc Peacock 


24.2 


39.8 
37.2 

36.5 
35.4 
35.0 

28.8 
28.1 

26.6 


WINDSURFING HATTERAS SERIES- April 
Hatteras lived up to its reputation as a windy 
place and Michael Grundy took full advan¬ 
tage by posting the best speed of the year so 
far: 42.1 mph! 


CAROLINA SPEED TRIALS- May 1-3 
The eighth annual Carolina Speed Trials, 
hosted by The Ship’s Store in Wilmington, 


Pro Men 
Mark Ribkoff 
Brian Benedict 
Don Bowers 
Trevor Baylis 


4U 

39.5 

39.0 

38.4 


NC, saw winds in the 15-25 mph range and 
tight competition. 


Women 30-39 

Lee Anne Maclean 
Louise Haviscn 


29.9 

27.2 


26.8 


Men 16-18 

James Munninghoff 
Flip Kroncngold 


33.3 

29.9 


29.6 
29.0 

27.7 


34.2 

313 


30.6 

29.9 


29.7 

29.5 


35.2 

34.7 


33.8 

33.5 


Men 19-29 

Michael Grundy 
Scott Medcrios 
Alfred Dupont 
Brian Gore 
Rus Evans 
Jim Epsilantis 
Phillip Johnston 
David Loop 
Sylvain Latreille 
Mike Burton 
Glllcs Charron 
Gary Snyder 
Daniel Lavtolctte 
Charles Myers 
Craig Comptoix 
Terry Walker 


42.1 
37.0 

36.7 

36.3 

35.1 

33.9 

31.7 
31.0 

30.9 

30.4 
30.4 
30.0 
30.9 

27.7 
26.2 
26.2 


32.8 

32.7 


32.5 

32.4 


31.5 

31.3 


30.0 

29.2 


28.6 

27.7 


Men 30-39 
Dana Miller 
Tad Bonham 
J. R. Hooper 
Jeff Maclean 
Mike Jarricl 
Martin Bailly 
Jacques Charron 
Rob Pell 



equipment 


38.3 
38.0 
37.6 

37.5 

36.3 

30.6 
30.6 
30.2 


31.3 

30.2 

28.9 


Men 40-49. 

Myles Borash 
Ted Musiric 
Daniel Vcriic 


28.9 

27.4 

23.1 


It’s always interesting to compare the equip¬ 

ment that different sailors are using and the 
conditions in which they’re sailing. Mike 
Seifert was using nearly the same equipment 
that he used last year—only the fin was 
different— yet he took a first at the Carolina 
Speed Trials rather than 5th that he man¬ 
aged last year. He was on a ’91 Gaastra 
Slalom Foil Pro 6.2, a 9’0 ProTech and a 
Rainbow V2 fin. As if to prove that you don t 
need the most costly board to be competi¬ 
tive, big Jack Kilboume on a BIC Presto 
finished third, only one mph slower than 
Mike. These sailors had ideal moderate-wind 
conditions, as the water was only lightly 
rippled and the wind ranged from 15-Z5 

mph. T , 

On the west coast, Dave Luehrs was using 
a North 6.0 and a CFX slalom board. Winds 
were a gusty 20 to 40 mph and the water had 
light chop. Dave’s observation after trying a 
few fins was that a Rainbow blade was as fast 
at 38 mph as a more traditional speed fin. 

Michael Grundy was riding a Rushwind 
Slalom GS 4.5, an eight-foot, 19-inch-wide 
custom Fox speed board shaped by Don Bow¬ 
ers, and an eight-inch True Ames speed fin 
He was sailing in nearly flat water at the Reef, 
in winds gusting close to 40 mph. 


LO.y L/uii.x-. - 

4/2-5/31 Carolina Speed Trials .. ct7-'WfU679 


itteras, 919 - 995-4970 


7 / 3 - 11/1 


SogJJjN'SPI Speed Check 
512-942-3392 

5 (J"*b 9 ilboards, 512 - 943-4507 
fake Speed Trials 
O^t^e, Wichita, KS 


Sailboards, 316-943-1537 

- Wlndsurflnn Cruukri Pho/'lr 


M3QQ RUM * nv»j q Oave luehis, 5 W-r **w _____—- ——~~~ 

Carolina opew Mad d Mike’s, 617-328j 679_-^ coast Windsurfing Speed Check 7/1-5 

The ShipsStore,919-256- 4445-_-~ eslCoast WindsurfingSpeedCheek 6/10-1 ^ K3S Bandon.OB 

Corpus ChrisUSpeed Check S/l* 18 sanLuisReseivoir,^Nella.CA pwasUke House by the Sea, 503-348-9912 

/Sy Mountain, 408-255-6162 Kealla Speed Check WM9 

.. pk/v* Maalaea, Maui, HI 

Second Wind, 808-877-7467 
Squamlsh Speed Chedk 


4/4-11 


4/22-26 


corpus 

“saiSSL. 


5/22-24 


Any iyiuuwum.., —- 

Xstreamline Speed Check 

gSEa&M**-* 

winrfrraft Soeed Check 
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Nev er before has such a 
grand scheme been prepared. 

I he 1 udorAIistral 
Windsurfing 'four will include 
the nation's top ev ents and 
rank the countrv \ finest 
amateur competitors. In 
addition. Tudor and Mistral 
w ill ofier a unique 
^ indsurfing Festival at 
selected events with an 
introduction to w indsurfing 
program, workshops, clinics 
and demos. 


I our recognized bv 


J ii In 10-12 

TudorAlistrai Fast Coast 
(championships 
Dewev Beach. Delaware 
(contact: Peck Miller 
410 - 72 .T 1144 

Julv 24-26 

North American Regatta 
Riverdale. North Dakota 
Contact: Rav Kunt/ 
7d!-224-4«S,S7 

August 2<So0 

Fudor/Misrral Bav Challenge 
san I rancisco. California 
•onract: Sr. Francis Yacht Club 


TUDOR 

MISTRAL 

f'-nl 


mm 


SURFING 
TOUR '92 


TUD °b Baricmtac surfing 

M A r, A 7 I N E 


r 




Id 

M 




O 




Q 


the ultimate 
gorge 

WINDSURFING... 

at JOE HELD’S I 


-4r 





- - M 


• ' ' " 

RirHn^I AST ' C VACATI0N GIVEAWAY... Buy any 1992~ 
n r p m an y store and your receipt is worth 2 for 1 until 

December 15. All you do is book direct, pay !he sin Q le rite and 
your companion stays for FREE and sails for FREE! 

r. DREAM LIFESTYLE... World-class windsurfing...fabulous 
nf°th"'h eaX !? S bar - lar 9 e comfortable rooms...all within 10 yards 
of the beach...and best of all, nevermore than 15 sailors. 

FULL RANGE OF 1992 BIC BOARDS AND UP RIGS 

WADADU WINDSURFING 

at the Lord Nelson Beach Hotel 

PO Box 155, Antigua, West Indies 
Tel 809-462-3094 Fax809-462-0751 


- • S3 


Mr;#, 


a n N 

->N • 

WINDSURFING 
VACATIONS « 
KNOWS WHERE 
THE WIND 
BLOWS! 


Hi • 




/• 



T he Ultimate 
Windsurfing 
Destination Is Just a 
Phone Call Away! 

NEW 

DESTINATION 

San Francisco Bay Area 

Two Locations, best 
instructors in U.S. 

Super Low Rates! 


■ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

■ CURACAO ■ ARUBA 
1ST. BARTS ■ ANTIGUA 
1ST. THOMAS 1 BARBADOS 

■ PUERTO RICO ■ MAUI 

■ OAHU ■ HOOD RIVER 

■ CORPUS CHRISTI 

■ COSTARICA 

■ GRAND CAYMAN 




y, 


- 

y// ^ j 
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FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 
TOLL-FREE 1-800-635-1155 
PA 215-348-9813 
FAX 215-348-2341 

PO BOX 1097 
DOYLESTOWN, PA 18901 


m 


I Call Joe and Lucy Field 

[800-544-7211 503-298-15131 


WATERFRONT 
WINDSURFING 
| ACCOMMODATION | 

^ Rigged ’92 Gear 
Private Beach 
Zodiac Chase Boat 
Beachside Hot Tub 
Mountain Bikes 

Reserve with Lucy now! 

$85-$125 per night 
limited availability 

800 - 544-7211 
or 

503 - 298-1513 


Fully licensed in the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area 


Cherry HillFann 




bed & breakfast 


Ah, the country life! 

• 3 mins to windsurfing 

• Panoramic orchard views 

• Charmingly furnished 

• Fine regional cooking 

Childcare available 
Group rates 


1550 Carroll Road • Mosicr, OR 97040 • 503-478-4455 


JULY 1992 






































































Upcoming Events 

JULY 1 -5: Jantzcn Speed Series West 
Coast 'Windsurfing Speed Check, Floras Lake, 
Brandon, OR; 916-777-7067,503-348-9912. 
•JULY 3: 13th Annual San Francisco 
Classic, San Francisco, CA; 415-563-6363. 
JULY 3-NOVEMBER 1 : Jantzcn Speed 
Scries Windsurfing Hawaii Gorge Speed 
Series, Lyle, WA; 509-493-3765. 

JULY 4: HAWAII Slalom Racing, Kailua 
Beach, HI; 808-247-5646. 

•JULY 4-5: St. Francis Boardsailing 
Invitational, San Francisco, CA; 415-563- 
6363. 

•JULY 9-AUGUST 27: Spinnaker 
Summer Scries, Mountain View, CA: 415-965- 

7474.800- 394-6006. 

JULY 10-11: Caribbean Team 
Boardsailing Championship, St. Thomas, 

U.S. VI; 809-774-2796. 

•JULY 10-1 2: Tudor/Mistral East Coast 
Championships, Dewey Beach, DE; 410-723- 

1144.800- 394-6006. 

11 : Maui County Slalom Series, 
Kanaha Beach, HI; 808-247-5646. 

•JULY 11: Peconic Bay Challenge Cup, 

New Suffolk, NY; 212-744-2000,800-394- 
6006. 

•JULY 11-12: Kenosha Beach Party, 
Kenosha, WI; 414-652-5434. 

•JULY 11-12: Boardsailors Against 
Leukemia (date changed from June to July), 
Merritt Island, FL; 407-453-3223. 

JULY 15-19: Jantzcn Speed Series Kealia 
Speed Check, Maalaea, Maui, HI; 808-877- 
7467. 

10- Kailua Bay Regatta, Kailua 
Bay, HI; 808-744-2535,808-247-5646. 

•JULY 18-19: Lake Michigan Cup, 
Muskegon, MI; 313-885-0715. 

•JULY 18-19: New England Windsurfing 
Championships, Portland, ME; 207-883-6371. 
JULY 18-19: North Florida Champion¬ 
ships, Ft. Walton Beach; 904-243-1962,800- 
394-6006. 

JULY 18-19: Madeline Island Encounter, 
Madeline Island, WI; 612-462-9995. 

•JULY 34-26: North American Regatta, 
Riverdale, ND; 701-224-4887. 

339 l 2294 ** 26: ^ CUp ' K ° V ‘ Sta ' CA; 51 °- 

JUIY 25-AUGUST 9: Summer Olympic 
Games in Barcelona, Spain. 

Italic listings indicate USWA events, while 
those marked with an asterisk indicate 
Tudor/Mistral/WindSurimg Series events. Be 
sure to call the contact number, as dates can 
change. 


JUNE 17-22: Wave event in Guincho 
Portugal. 

38-JULY 5: Slalom/Wave event 
m Gran Canaria, Spain; $150,000 in prize 
money. 

JUNE 25-JULY 1: Slalom/Speed/ 

c£?&£ ,StanC . e event Tarifa ' Spain; 
5^0,000 in prize money. 

• 6 Slalom/Course racing/ 
Wave event in Tenerife, Spain; 5180,000 in 
prize money. 

JUIY 18*24: Slalom/Speed event in 
Fuerteventura, Spain; $150,000 in prize 
money. r 

For more information on PBA events, contact the 
organization m England at 011-44-753-540073. 


U 





LESSONS • RENTALS • TRAVEL PACKAGES 
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NEILPRYDE 


415 - 753-3235 mo locations to serve you 

1 HARDING RD, LAKE MERCED, SF 


Product Information 132 


JIBE CITY 

BONAIRE 


WITH WINDSURFING BONAIRE IHIJS4THY Mr1 

JIBE CITY is the new BIC Center 

in the Caribbean 




14-25 knots Jan. - Aug. 

12-20 knots Sept.-Dec. 


• Greof constant cross onshore wind. 

• Miles of undisturbed sailing pleasure in shallow 
reef-protected waters 


JIBE CITY-Ihe best place to leom ond improve oil your 
windsurfing techniques. 

fw info, toll, fax or write: 

pn« W « S , U ? FIMGB0HAI,IE " 
P0 T B ?5 c 30, „ B ? nair e(Nelh.Ant.) 

Tel/Fax 011 (599) 7-5363 

f °' C ZteiT.5 ni)info - Mllou ' u S repot Great 
Southern Island Adventures, 800-74M733 

“""disclosed in September. 


Cayman Windsurfing BIC 
Center offers BIC and UP 
performance equipment, 

1 strong winter winds, 
moderate summer 
breezes, year-round 
sunshine, waves or flat, 
crystal clear water, safe 
learning conditions with 
qualified instruction, two 
dive boats, full diving 
certification, deserted 
white sandy beaches and 
a world-class resort all in a 
safe, friendly, tropical 
paradise. Want to go 
sailing? 


Call 809-947-7492 
arc or fax 809-947-7902. 


WINDSURF 


I N G 






★ ★★★ 


“Two thumbs up!” 

Gary and David Stone, 
Isthmus Sailboards 


‘A monolithic achievment” 

Jim DeSilva (DOW) 

Can Am Sailcraft 


Cape Cod - June 20 U long island. NY - June 21B Southern New Jersey - June 27 


Dero^^^^^^WchfoK^ March^^^oyote FT/SF - May 2j_Ca^__ 

- July 19 J Madison; WI - July » JjtioVjskCA-Aus^ 


PeweyBeachlMD - June 28 M Columbia Gorge - July 4 


UNDER 17 NIT ADMITTED WITDBDT TDE PDDUB EpDIPMENT. 


A moliongiaphics produclion starring Ian Boyd and directed by Craig Adkins. Based on a Irue story. Presented with Ptimevision. a motiongraphic production 

From chop hops to back loops, AIR BORN is the start of a revolution in learning. A nationwide clinic lour and new instructional video designed to teach 
beginning through advanced jumping techniques, AIR BORN will have you performing leals you've never dreamed possible NQ_W_PLAY1NG 
AIR BORN is now available as a powerful instructional video that features a number of accelerated learning techniques. Image replay builds a solid mental picture 
your body can use. Key spoken phrases focus attention on critical movements. Music and paced editing help promote a relaxed and alert alpha slate ol optimal 
retention Regardless of your ability. AIR BORN can show you how to do your first jump or back loop with confidence 
AVAILABLE BY MAIL FROM WINDSURFING MAGAZINE 

COMING SOON TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU The clinic tour is being held in the most popular sailing spots in the U S and will be adapted to the 
conditions and abilities of the sailors present, so everyone can participate. Rigging, conditioning, and equipment will also be covered As with all good things in 
lifp the AIR BORN clinic is FREE! For more information, call your local North dealer or WncfSi/rf/rir? Magazine 


WIND 

SURFING 
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CALIFORNIA 


B*D SPORTS. S.F. Bay area's most complete 
op. uge selection of brand-name new and used 
equipment at competitive prices. Demos and les¬ 
sons available. Call for details: 415-364-5995 137 
Roo^vdt Ave., Redwood City, CA 94063. WE'LL 
SHIP ANYWHERE! 

*F SCHOOL OF WINDSURFING. Lessons, 
rentals, beginning through advanced. Force 4 simu¬ 
lator F2TesfCenter. One HardingRd.,LakeMerced, 

San Francisco, CA 94132.415-750-0412. 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE. Largest shop in 
Cahfonua. Sales, lessons, demos. Located next to 
I '“°nal Airport. 405 S. Airport 

filf ' Sou ^' SanFrandsco - 41 5'S88-]714or800-62S- 
4599. Look for our ad in this issue. 

^JMAMUNE WINDSURFING. Southern 
Cahfonua s largest inventory ofsailboarding equip- 
ment, plus manufacturing faciliHes, consignmern 
shop, sad and board repair. Sailboard school and 

vacaHonand h ^ CabriU ° ****• Com P^ 
vacahonand busmess packages a vadable. Employ¬ 
ment^opportunities, work and sail on the W«t 
Coast year-round. 310-515-1972. 


A • 

ft 0 ^ 

JULY 

1992 


CONNECTICUT 


CANDLEWOOD EAST ««■■■-- 


FLORIDA 


aim Beach (4 ° 7 - 687 - 
lent service at affordatte St ° ra8e ' eXCCl ' 

Jacksonville leach, rSSSSS? " 

in 

^^TJZZS ormance 

Also «SSSZ 

32953(CbcoaBead 

or 407-453-3223 in Florida^^^ 422 ' 5362 * 


anywhere. One block south of Ft. .Lauderdale Air 
port on US. 1. Order line: 305-921-5802 

SSI BlVD ' SA,lBOA *DING inc. 1233 

«a ^ 

I- 

t °« AN “ VD - SAILBOARDING INC. 3805 B 

T^ruam,Tr.,PortCharIotte,R 33952 . 813 - 7 ;S 

rS£=r=i 
S=5~HSSrS 

on beautiful Lake Fairview ComnWr i° Cahon 
and accessories. Rentals? You befl Boarf 
monohulls up to 25 feet. **' B ds ' Hobies - 


r,unaa wessons, rentals, and retail 
JSSSS" Rd - S '- Pe,CrSbUrS ^ ^33706.' 

WINDSURFING TREASURE COAST.2659NE 

Dixie Hwy., Jensen Beach, FL 34957. Florida's best- 

Prr^M FUU H' Se 7 iCeSh ° PfeatUrinsBIC ' Seatre 'ld- 

Pro-Tech, Nauhx, Aerotech, F.berspar. Sales, expert 
service, and rentals. Entry level or ad vanced, wedn 
y° ur need s. s l°p by orgive us a call at 

WINDSURFING OF MELBOURNE. 832 F p 

Gallie Blvd., Indian Harbour Beach, FL32937 Sales” 

io S n 0 B S |r e M alS ;7 P c ,rS ' IeSSOnS With radi °instruc-' 
on. BIC, Mistral, Sea trend. North, UP. 1992 BIC 
rentals. 407-779-4228. DiL 


HAWAII 


Ask about our full sail quiver rentnlc u 

69Hk>r SO^B^MSSl 1 ,^ ^° W! ^* au ‘ to U-free 800^1- 

Sl^g^me“L^S. Complete 
Tech' cS P ' a " T 1992 ren,al 8ear featu ™e Hi- 

2e5S£5»= 

Craig Maison vflM* Maui s oIdest windsurf shop. 

PaiaSsS 50 ^" 15 ' 0 "- 51 BaldlvinAve ' 


da r LodgeL^ eT Spccial ra,es at Holi- 
800-833-7730. ^'ng). Five minutes to Gulf! 

H ^ STrSS !^*!^ 2 ? 2 N ' F ^eral 

bnmds.Stat4f.rtZ: ^ 'f Uderdalc) - All major 

rtrentalsandlessons.Weship 

W 'N0S08 flNG 


mSue^K A ai S 7 llBOARD,NC ™«h- 

Pro and his Ul ’ Alan Cadi z< former World Tour 
ZJE2LTT 1 * $taff ° l P r °J es sional in- 
^truc7on! va l meStperSOna,i2ed and ««*ntad 
group'and priv ^ ? Wth be 8j luler t0 expert, small- 

rentals, and'e^ertboard aitf ^^ orida - Lessons! S®5*“ 

ableprices.O^^^^roason- ond or Hi-TeS Sec- 


Dr-/Holly HiURsanyf ° A n DS * 1114 Riversid e 
serviceshopfeaturingBlC PanaTu * FuU ' 
Hi-PerTech,Pro-Tech A Z!!!! '^ StraI '°' Bri «'- 

cust °ms. HundreSo?ST S ' plusSand y Po mt 
used ' largest selection inCenh-al'pl " W a " d 
rentals, and expert board 4 7, n ° nda - ****«. 


turia gGaart^dlpjde t lW CS u S<?,ectionfea - 
West Wind, Hberspar^Naut^mjTll 7 is,ral ' BIC, 
Lessons, demos daily rer*,- * bIeilI,BodyGlove. 
546-5080. Y ' P ^' St - Petersburg. 813- 


~r b T eS!° H r D ciNTRi * where 

“^S-MAUl'or 8oS^°°- TraVe ‘ P3CkageS - 

F^be'Jn 8 ™ 1 W,ND,UR PINO SCHOOL. 

koardsaiHnet^ t0 CXperts - It#s a breeze! Learn 
345-MAUl or 808-871 ^ Windrigger Maui. 800- 


Michigan 


NIAUI WINDSURF COMPANY & MAUI 
jgAUIC WINDSURFING SCHOOLS. Closest 
shop toairport and Kanaha Beach Park. Specializing 
in complete travel, car, accommodations, rentals, 
lesson packages. Full-service retail and rental fleet 
of Angulo custom, F2, Fanatic, Seatrend, Chinook, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Neil Pryde and more! Maui 
Magic Windsurfing Schools by Dave and Mamie 
Crans. Novice through advanced, on-water radio 
communication. Leam from the best! 520 Keolani 
Pl„ Kahului, Maui, HI 96732. 808-877-4816 or 800- 
872-0999. 


NAISH HAWAII/WINDSURFING HAWAII. 

Wholesale and retail high-performance sailboards! 
used equipment, and accessories. Lessons, rentals! 
and vacation packages available. 155 A Hamakua 
Dr., Kailua, HI 96734.808-262-6068 or 800-767-6068. 

SECOND WIND SAIL & SURF-MAUI. The 

best sailing on Maui starts here! New rental equip¬ 
ment from Ed Angulo, Jimmy Lewis, Bruce Jones, 
Island Unique, Fanatic, SimmerSty le and Sail works. 
All levels of lessons, rentals, and vacation packages. 
Closest rental shop to Kanaha Beach Park. Ill Hana 
Hwy., Kahului, HI 96732.808-877-SHOP (74671 or 
travel desk 800-445-INFO (4636). 

WINDSURFING WEST. Maui’s most experi¬ 
enced windsurfing school. Lessons for all levels. 
Travel packages. Equipment by Hawaiian Island 
Windsurfing. 800-231-6958 or 808-871 -8733. 


IOWA 


WIND a WATER, INC. Village Square Mall, 
0 Ion, IA 50131.515-270-1591. Sails, service, les¬ 
sons. Force 4 simulator equipped. Two miles north 
of Des Moines. 


KANSAS 


SAILSURFING. Wichita, Kan- 

Bo r? HQ to DOYLE Custom Air Core 

Gnw ^ anc ^ Cheney, windiest nine months of 
* PIains windsurfing. Call for catalog. 


MARYLAND 


Windsurfing annapolis. 42 Hudson st., 

ma’ 21401. Windsurfing superstore—all 

wh T rands — exce ^ en t incentives. We sell only 
Tie** Want/ not n o-namejunk! F2, Pryde, North, 

^JIBE 5 ^' FanatiC/ BIC ' Bare ' and others - 80 °- 


MASSACHUSETTS 


sailboards. Since 1984..Cape Cod's 

New 8 ^" serv ^ ce ^windsurfing shop. Major brands. 
used boards, sails, masts, booms, wetsuits. 


tpairs ' parts ^ service. Falmouth: 508-540-8800. 

* Wat ***PORTS. 37 Main St., Nan 
board - 02554; 508-228-0700. Certified Mistra 
ifjg f 0 ^|^ scl '°° 1 - Equipment, accessories, cloth 


7' US ' 31 North < Acme, MI 49610. Six miles north 
of Traverse City. 616-938-WAVE. 

B,cT*„ U m P r pt ' WeiK °y «vlceL Mistral, 

aNemT'i 77 Ga ‘ 1Stra ' W,ndsurfi "g Hawaii, 
' ule, Rollerblade. Parts. New and USED 

equipment. Consignments. Visa, MC phone orders 
accepted We ship. Special orders too! Call to get on 
our mailing list. 2840 Orchard Lake Rd., Leo 
Harbor, Ml 48320 313-681-9100 8 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


muaa. T SUNAP “ WINDSURFING 
SCHOOL. Mount Sunapee State Park on beautiful 
LakeSunapee. Mistral-certified instruction. F2,Tiga 
and Neil Pryde rentals. Right on the water! Lawns to 
ng on. Sandy beach to Launch from. Bring the kids 
Finest site in the Northeast to leam to windsurf. 603- 
763-4642. 


WINNI SAILBOARDERS' SCHOOL AND 
OUTLET. Call/write for prices. 687 Union Ave., 
Laconia, NH 03246; 603-528-4110. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


WGS ’ Com P Iete windsurfing retail and 

Waddll. n^" 8 BIQ MiStraI ' GaaStra ' 
addell. Da Kme, Fiberspar, Windsurfing Hawaii. 

Lessons, demos available at our shop directly on 

NORTH BEACH SAHJNO INC./BARRIER 
«LAHDSAIUNOCENI.R.Featuri!,gS" 

Banks finest and mostcompletewatersports center. 

We offer parasaiiing. Jet Ski rentals, guaranteed 
windsurfing and catamaran lessons. We also rent 
kayaks, canoes, motorboats, and more. Check out 
our expanded Duck, North Carolina, shop for the 
hottest in equipment, accessories, fashions, includ- 
mg BIC, O'Brien, Tiga, Windsurfing Hawaii, Hatteras 
Product, Nautix, NoLimitz, Zeiner, and more. Con¬ 
tact BUI Miles:919-261-6262,POBox8279, Duck NC 
27949. 

WINDSURFING HATTIRAS/PARADISI 

WATERSPORTS. Hatteras Island's largest shop 
and rental site, located in Avon. Jibe camps and 
clinics. Winner speed-timing system April, May, 
and October, lessons, equipment rentals, sailboats, 
waverunners. Call 919-99M970 for details and’ 
more information. 


NEW JERSEY 


OHIO 


CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILING. Top 

names, accessories, volume discount prices. Used 
equipment, trade-ins. Lessons, rentals. 90S-272-6991. 

ISLAND SURF & SAIL. Long Beach Island. New 
Jersey's No. 1 sailboard shop. Unbelievable selec¬ 
tion of performance equipment. We ship every¬ 
where! Lessons, rentals, board and sail repairs. 
609-494-5553. Do not miss us! 

PELICAN SKI SHOP. Rollerblade headquarters, 
24-hour rentals $10. All top brands. New Jersey's 
largest in-line skates dealer. Morris Plains. 201-267- 
0964. 



DELTA KNOLLS. 8388 Elmer Hill Rd., Rome, NY 
13440.315-339-1280. BIC, Pro-Tech Composites, Fa¬ 
natic, Gaastra, Pryde, Fiberspar, O'Neill, and much 
more. Lowest prices anywhere!! We ship. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's oldest 
and finest shop conveniently located in Manhattan. 
1623 York Ave., New York City, NY 10028.212-744- 
2000. One of largest selections on East Coast. We 
ship worldwide. Mail orders welcome. Two certi¬ 
fied Mistral schools on Long Island: Southampton 
(516-283-1198); New Suffolk (516-734-7834). For 
reservations, call 212-744-2000 or 800-368-1799. 

OLYMPIC WINDSURFING. BIC, Hi-Per Tech, 
Rushwind, North and more. Warm friendly service. 
We sail wha t we sell. 475 Port Washington Blvd., Port 
Washington, Long Island, NY 11050.516-883-8207. 


SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 23Cherri Park 
Sq., Westerville, OH 614-895-7873. BIC, Fanatic, 
Mistral, Gaastra, Sailworks, Neil Pryde. Certified 
lessons, rentals, repairs, accessories. We buy and sell 
used equipment. Phone orders welcome. 


OREGON 


THE BINGEN SCHOOL INN. The most afford¬ 
able and flexible vacation packages in the Gorge. 
Private or hostel lodging, 1992 high-performance 
equipment, beach and airport shuttle, mountain 
bikes, gymnasium, rock-climbing wall, and re¬ 
laxed atmosphere. PO Box 155, Bingen, WA 98605. 
Call 509-493-3363 for more information on pack¬ 
ages. 

BOOMS FROM HALE, INC. Makers of the first 
small-diameter booms in the Gorge as well as excel¬ 
lent boom repair and regripping. FAST service. 
Regrip kits too. Free brochure and sticker. 1082 
Tucker Rd., Hood River, OR 97031.503-386-HALE 
(4253) or 800-769-HALE (4253). 

CAMP SURF. Radical improvement guaranteed 
in our complete week-long Gorge immersion pro¬ 
gram. All-inclusive packages for all abilities, Small 
groups. Personalized service. Video analysis. 800- 
927-3768 or 505-386-3464. 


DUKE OF NUKE INC. High-wind clinics with Pat 
Dougherty and Jane Parker. Personal instruction, 
video, and much more in week-long clinics. Sum¬ 
mer clinics in the Gorge: July 20-24, August 5-7. For 
information, call 800-542-6048, 

bum 
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GORGE WINDSURFING. Voted SAFEST 
BEACH IN THE GORGE, learn waterstarts. Guar¬ 
anteed lessons. Rentals, sales, new, used, consign¬ 
ment. Free catalog, sticker. Vacation packages. 
800-772-3889.319 E. Second, The Dalles, OR 97058. 
503-298-8796. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Leaders in 
shortboard sailing instruction. Gaastra, Rushwind, 
HiFly, Seatrend rentals. Free catalog. Four Fourth 
St, Hood River, OR 97031.503-386-5787. 

LIFE CYCLES. 800-331-4711. The Gorge. Vaca¬ 
tion packages, rentals, sales. Gaastra, Rushwind, 
Gorge Animal, Bare, Chinook, Body Glove. The 
Dalles, OR 97058. 

PERFORMANCE FREESAILING is your next 
step in windsurfing. Professional coaching staff 
provides and implements detailed curriculum with 
sailors who may not need instruction but would 
like to further develop jibing, jumping, and other 
windsurfing skills. Private and group workshops 
available in two-, three-, five-day, and custom 
packages. Also guide service, videos, equipment, 
travel and more. From $55. For more information 
and reservations, call Jerry Percival at 503-386- 
6876. Or send $7.95 for action video. Experience the 
Gorge, to Performance Freesailing Video, PO Box 
454, Hood River, OR 97031. 

RHONDA SMITH'S WINDSURFING CEN¬ 
TER. The only windsurfing center on the water in 
the Gorge. Be mobile or stay at our private beach. 
No rigging, no hassles! Lessons every day, group 
or private available with Rhonda. Private rescue 
service. Hot tub. Beginners, feel safe and enjoy the 
calm conditions at our Beginners Beach. Guaran¬ 
teed program for waterstarters and jibers. We'll 
handle travel, accommodations, equipment, les¬ 
sons, and fun! 503-386-9463, PO Box 116, Hood 
River, OR 97031. 

2ND WIND. USED and NEW! Consignments, 
closeouts,, discounted accessories. Sailboards, 
bikes, backpacking, kayaks, MORE. 210 Oak, Hood 
River, OR 97031.503-386-4464. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


EBB TIDE WINDSURFING. (Inventors of 
Windsurfing Hawaii's new air foot and the "dog" 
weed fin.) We're moving! Our new location is 
Route 309,202, and 463, Montgomeryville, Penn¬ 
sylvania. Sales, lessons, rentals, expert repair, and 
custom shop on-site. Call for catalog: 800- 
3EBBTIDE or 215-847-8019. 

MARSH CREEK SAILBOARD SHOP. Marsh 
Creek State Park, Downingtown, PA 19335. On the 
water. Sales, lessons, rentals, repairs, clinics. Large 
selection of equipment and accessories. Mistral, 
BIC, North, Windwing, Nautix, Fleetwood and 
more. 215-485-5040. 

SHANK'S MARI. 227 W. Market, York, PA 
17401.717-846-3132. Thirteen years of experience: 

WINDSURFING 


year-round program,on-waterschool. Mistral, BIC, 
Seatrend, Fanatic, North, Windwing, O'Neill, 
Yakima. Call, we'll ship. 

SOUTH WINDS. Pittsburgh's premier shop for 
all your windsurfing needs. Complete sales and 
service plus a great lesson and rental program 
available. Route 19 South, McMurray; 412-942- 
W1ND. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


SAIL A SKI CONNECTION. Myrtle Beach's 
full-service sailboard shop. Mistral, BIC, Seatrend, 
North, Gaastra, etc. Sales, service, lessons. 800- 
868-7245. 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD. The most 
comprehensive school and rental program on East 
Coast. Mistral and BIC test center. Complete line 
of '92 Mistrals in rental fleet. Ask about our desti¬ 
nation packages. 803-686-6996. 


TEXAS 


FREEDOM SPORTS. 412 S. Main, Grapevine, 
TX 76051. 800-728-9821. Complete, full, service, 
windsurf, snowboard, Rollerblade. Best prices! 
We ship anywhere! Rentals, lessons, repairs. Call 
for more information. 

WIND & WAVE WATERSPORTS. 10721 
S.P.I.D., Corpus Christi, TX 78418. Full service. 
Geared for the traveling sailor. Large new rental 
fleet. Call for map and area information. Vacation 
packages. 512-937-9283. WIND REPORT 512-937- 
WIND. 

WINDSURF THE BOATYARD. Phone 512- 
761-5061.212 W. Dolphin, South Padre Island, TX 
78597. First on South Padre. Since 1976. Full-ser¬ 
vice on-site launching. Rentals. Hourly, daily, 
weekly packages. Lodging, sales, lessons, begin¬ 
ner to advanced. 

WINDSURF, INC. ON THE BAY. Box 3395, 
224 W. Carolyn, South Padre Island, TX 78597. 
800-880-JTBE, 512-761-1434. BIC TEST CENTER. 
On-site rentals and launching. BIC, Seatrend, 
Windsurfing Hawaii at competitive prices. We'll 
ship anywhere. U.S. production speed record 
holder on staff. Packages and lodging available. 
Call for details. 

WINDSURFING HUT. 10714 S.P.I.D., Corpus 
Christi,TX 78418,512-939-7685. Pro-Tech, Copello, 
Tiga, Neil Pryde, Simmer, Northwave, Gulftech. 
Largest consignment stock in Texas. Sail and board 
repair. 


VERMONT 


NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD COMPANY. 

Open year-round seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day by appointment for professional and person¬ 
alized service. Ten years of expertise and knowl¬ 
edge that is unsurpassed. The best in new and 


used equipment, and yes, we do sail and board 
repair. Mistral, BIC, Pro-Tech, Rushwind, Waddell 
Gaastra, lightweight carbon booms and masts, Hi¬ 
Tech Customs and more. Jamaica, VT 05343. 802- 
874-4178. 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. PO Box 7021, 
St. Thomas, USVI 00801. 809-776-3486, 809-776- 
1730. Island's most complete windsurfing center. 
Mistral-certified school at Point Pleasant Resort. 
Hourly,, daily, weekly rentals. Retail shop at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Marina. Mistral, Fanatic, 
HiFly, Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra. Yacht and 
hotel packages. Ocean kayak rentals. Call or write 
for details. 

WEST INDIES WINDSURFING. Virgin Is¬ 
lands' first and finest, supplying charter yachts, 
resorts, and you for 13 years. Caribbean's largest 
inventory of new, used, and rental equipment, 
from recreational to race. PO Box 2643, St. Thomas, 
USVI 00803. Phone, fax: 809-775-6530. 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 


BRULE POINT WATERSPORTS/FRASER'S 
CAMPGROUND. RR 1, Tatamagouche, Nova 
Scotia B0K 1V0, Canada. Phone 902-657-2707 or 
800-561-WIND (9463). Retail, rentals, lessons. All 
major boards, accessories. Mail, phone orders. 

IMPACT ZONE. Canada's largest windsurfing 
outlet. Full-repair facilities; parts and service for 
all boards. 100% satisfaction guaranteed on every¬ 
thing we sell. Call 800-263-2877; fax 416-487-8301. 
Located at 1971 Yonge St., Toronto. 

KINGSTON SAILING CENTRE. Best prices 
and selection in Canada! Call for our free catalog: 
613-541-1189. 

OCEAN WIND BOARDSAILING. Canada's 
west coast windsurfing connection. 2572 Sinclair 
Rd., Victoria, British Columbia V8N 1B9. Phone 
604-721-1342. Retail, rental, lessons. 

SURF BEAT. Your source for high-performance 
equipment in Canada! Exclusive dealer for Hi-Per 
Tech, Berky Aerospoons. Complete line of 
Fiberspar masts and booms. Gaastra, Rushwind, 
North, Waddell. Will match or beat U.S. prices! 17 
Cartier, Pointe Claire, Quebec H9S 4R5. 514-426- 
4691 or 800-461-2328 (Canada only). 

WIND PROMOTIONS. The oldest and the big¬ 
gest! 20th anniversary specials in store. Canada's 
largest Mistral and North dealer. New owner: 
Dave Nunn. Call 800-665-WIND or416-694-WIND 
for information. 2493 Queen St. East (Beaches), 
Toronto, Canada. 






CARIBBEAN 


CAYMAN WINDSURFING AT TORTUGA 
C L UB. Box 866, GT Grand Cayman, BWI. Strong 
• ter winds, crystal-dear water and 80 to 90 degree 
era tures. Beachfront accommodations and lat- 
Tperformance gear. For more information, call 
809-9 47-7492* For reservations call 800-235-5888. 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing, all levels. Featuring free 
BIC equipment, instruction. St. Luda, Dominican 
Republic, Martinique, Guadeloupe. Mention this ad 
and ask for Laura. Call303-777-5393 or 800-272-4729. 


COSTA RICA 


tilawa viento surf. Guaranteed short- 
boarding! Lake Arenal. Finest on-lake services and 
equipment; Gaastra headquarters. Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii, Seatrend, Fanatic, and Watson custom boards. 
For additional information, free wind-speed report, 
and sticker, call 011-506-69-5050; fax011-506-69-5766, 
or write PO Box92-4001, Rio Segundo-Alajuela, Costa 
Rica, Central America. 


MEXICO 


CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free BIC equipment, instruction. Cancun, Ixtapa, 
Sonora Bay. Mention this ad and ask for Laura. 
Call 303-777-5393 or 800-272-4729. 

E & L EXPORTAR/IMPORTAR INTER- 
NACIONAL, INC. Hquipoparadeportesacuaticos, 
accessories y ropa. Distribuidor para Fanatic, Al¬ 
pha, BIC, ART, UP, Neil Pry.de, Air-X, Gulftech 
carbon booms. Windsurfing Hawaii, Da Kine, 
NoLimitz, KC Fiber, Fin Works, Terzo, Body Glove, 
O'Neill, Gul, Oakley, Reef, waverunners, Jet 
Skis, tablas y equipo para olas... y mas! Llamada 
libre 95-800-525-5165; fax 512-939-7264. Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 


VENEZUELA 


CARIBBEAN BREEZES. Great for beginner to 
advanced. Ask for Breezes Excursions. 800- 
LITORAL (548-6725). 

VENTOLERA TOURS/ISLA MARGARITA 
BIC CENTER. Windsurf plus travel packages. 
Aruba's wind, Latin charm, great adventure! Box 
174, Sand Lake, NY 12153.518-674-3250. 


ADVERTISING INFO 


RETAILERS, reserve your space 

NOW, Eight issues: March, April, May, June, 
July, August, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec. Copy and 
payment must be received three months prior 
to cover date. Send $2 per word per issue to: 
Windsurfing Shops Directory, PO Box 2456, 
Winter Park, FL32790. Questions? Call Monica 


W/AK>*799£* MAW LTP 

RENTAL SPECIALISTS: NOVICE-PRO, NORTH SAILS. 

CUSTOM MAUI BOARDS. VACATION PACKAGES: 800-345-MAUI 
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Sail 

and bitted Uke ct Hotloe..* 

if vnn want to improve your technique, and who doesn't, this is the 
i 1 i ran oersonally evaluate your style and share my many years of 

. Personal attention in a friendly and relaxed atmosphe e. 

I Slet^rShTp^offering all necessities. 

. Top-quality windsurfing equipment. 

FANATIC 


In sum: Local knowledge-best equipment-fmest location 
you expect from a bunch of natives. 


. But what else would 


l'Zi/vtdbutj Place 

.. ,nd a free brochure call: 1-800-225-0102 US. and Canada, 
For reservations ar^ .^ 11 . 2 978-21918. Fax: 011-2978-39045. 
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• Cort gives you the inside story on 
today’s high-performance equipment • 
Catch the new action videos and 
^ see how the hottest sailors 
make it happen. • You’ll walk 
away knowing how fine-tunning your 
rig enhances performance. • Tips on improv¬ 
ing board speed will have you sailing past 
your friends. • On-water day clinics or in- 


and take part in the season’s most fur/VO* 
and in-depth windsurfing clinics. Here 
are just a few of the benefits: 


store video seminars. 


19 ? 2 ” Sf,NGMAG « IN E CORT IARNED CUNICS 


fe, 2 r 5 Ni ? ht * tailboards and More 
8301 East Marlena Circle 8 
Tuscon, AZ 
602-298-1588 
Alan Nichols 

Pacific Beach, CA 92109 
619-488-0651 
Rick Hoelko 

ftSf 30 * ^elm °f Sun Valley 

333 North Amphlett Blvd 1 
San Mateo, CA 94401 
415-344-2711 
Greg Chandley 


Village Square Mall 
Johnston, IA 50131 
515-270-1591 
Don Legun 

June 17 Day • Beach Street 
5411 Leetsdale Dr. 

Denver, CO 80222 
303-399-2824 
Andy Nawoichik 

!SS a “ 

Paul Hill 


J 3 %w“ S toS s £r pm, 

Rio Vista, CA 94571 
PH 916-777-2299 • FAX 916-777-2297 
Everett, Kevin 

July 9 Night* Big Air 
Route! Box625Hwy 101 

Bandon, OR 97450 
503-347-4520 
Mike and Rose Blair 

Ctek Sheet ^ ^ C ^ n * C * Aboard Warehouse 

Hood River, OR 97031 
503-386-1699 
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Scott Freeman 


PowerBar 

Flit tor Optima m Pthermion 


.WORKS 


VELA 


ne/lpryde 


3 55S £c ^" w ' u s 

Rio Visa, CA 94571 • 916-777-2290 PH Rd ;. 


WV™ * 5 0ras Ue Windsuriini 
92780 Boice Cope Rd. 

Langois, OR 97450 
503-348-9912, Will Brady 




Sept. 27 - Oct. I (5 Day); Ocl 3,4,5 
Windsurfing Hatteras 
Box 529* Avon, NC 27915 
919-995-4970 • Stephanie, Michael 
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L ooking back over 10 years of 
Windsurfing (a.k.a. WindRider) 
Magazine, I'm dumbfounded by 
the different types of jibes. Not 
because there are so many different 
types, but because of all the obvious 
omissions. 

Everyone knows about planing jibes, 
power jibes, duck jibes, laydown jibes, 
even monkey jibes, but these are just a 
few of the styles. It could be several 
years before you'll 
see any of the follow¬ 
ing jibes covered in 
the How-To section, 
so here are descrip 
tions of several types 
in my repertoire. 

OSTRICH JIBE 
This is similar to the 
duck jibe only in that 
it's named after a fat 
bird that has diffi¬ 
culty flying. To do an 
ostrich jibe, head for 

the beach at full 

speed, attempt a top- 
speed, out-of-con- 
trol, crowd-pleasing 
jibe (it doesn't mat¬ 
ter which type since 
you won't make it 
anyway), spin out,* 
hit the beach at 30 mph, fly through the 
air, and land head first in the sand_ 

thus burying you r head at least a foot in 
the sand. 

®**ICKEN JIBE Another fat bird 
Jibe, most common in Maui and the 
Gorge. To get the feel of a true chicken 
Jibe, head into mast-high surf at 
Hookipa in marginal 5.5 wind using a 
4.5 sail. As you get into the clutches of 
the impact zone and see a curling, 
foaming lip of green water 20 feet above 
your mast, attempt to jibe. In the Gorge, 
you can practice this maneuver when 
you decide at the last minute that 
perhaps you won't make it in front of 
that 30,000-ton barge. 

,. jyWCEY JIBE Vet another stupid 
bird jibe—but for special situations. 

Find a beach crowded with people 
learning to windsurf, swimming, and 
playing in the water. Head for shore at a 
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More Jibe Talkin 


high rate of speed and pretend that all 
those human obstacles are slalom buoys. 
Thread your way through them as you 
turn downwind, gathering even more 
speed. Come as close to as many people 
as possible, making them scatter like 
turkeys on the day before Thanksgiving. 

COOSE JIBE This male-oriented 
maneuver has been a specialty of big- 
board tricksters. While doing a perfect 
rail ride and waving to that chick in the 


red bikini, slide your feet off the board 
one to each side of the rail. As the edge 
of the board smacks up between your 
legs, let out a screech, turn blue, and 
talk m a high voice for a week. That will 
let people know that you're talented 
enough to do the goose jibe. 

DOG JIBE If you think those other 
ibes are for the birds, this jibe's for you. 
It's best attempted at high speeds for 
maximum effect. As you head into your 

Sd lift k f y °M baCk f00t out of the stra P 
and lift it up. Now, pretend that your 

mast is a fire hydrant, and hold that 

position. You'll often see beginners 

tying this jibe and think they've lost 

Oieir balance. Not so—they're doing a 

dog jibe. If they do lose their balance, 

e/11 go into a more advanced maneu- 

ver called the cat-apult. 

Okay, enough of the animal jibes. 

Now about meal maneuvers? Food jibes 


are fun, easy, and sure to impress your 
friends. The bean jibe, commonly 
practiced in large sailboats when you 
forget to duck under the boom, can also 
be fun on a sailboard when you don't 
duck under your sail. 

The wonderful pea jibe is often 
mistaken for just falling in the water. 
The correct pea jibe begins with a full 
bladder, and ends when you spend that 
extra minute in the water before getting 
back on the board 
after falling in while 
halfheartedly 
attempting to jibe. 

The sour cream 
and jibes is prac¬ 
ticed by couch 
potatoes who do all 
their windsurfing 
while watching 
How To Windsurf 
videos; the quiche 
jibe is for ladies 
only—real men 
wouldn't be caught 
dead doing this 
one. 

Finally, there are 
lifestyle jibes. These 
jibes are to wind¬ 
surfing what rap is 
to music. (Try to 
figure that one out.) Southern sailors 
enjoy the shuck 'n jibe, which can be 
practiced on any street comer. A jibe 
made popular some years ago by the 
song Doin' That Crazy Hand Jibe is, 
naturally, the hand jibe. I had no idea 
what it was then, and I have no idea 
now. 

I must warn you about one jibe that 
you must avoid at all costs: the job jibe. 
Hard-core sailors avoid this one like the 
plague. If you find yourself heading in 
mis direction, bail out immediately. 

Doing this jibe could hurt your sailing 
immeasurably. And safety, after all, is 
our fust concern. Take this jibe and 
shove it. B 

After writing this column, ERIC SAN¬ 
FORD vowed never to jibe again. The last 
fw/e we saw him, he was out practicing his 
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SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER 


mistral 1 

7222 Parkway Dr. 
Dorsey, MD 21076 
(301)796-4755 


ABSOLUTELY FR( 
Mistral Energy^CH 
$120 valui 










